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Horses Aboard
by Thomas Hardy
Horses in horsecloths stand in a row
On board the huge ship that at last lets go:
Whither are they sailing? They do not know,
Nor what for, nor how.—
They are horses of war,
And are going to where there is fighting afar;
But they gaze through their eye-holes unwitting they are,
And that in some wilderness, gaunt and ghast,
Their bones will bleach ere a year has passed,
And the item be as ‘war-waste’ classed.—
And when the band booms, and the folk say ‘Good-bye!’
And the shore slides astern, they appear wrenched awry
From the scheme Nature planned for them,—wondering why.

LocalHome
Home Electrics
Specialist
YourYour
Local
Electrics
Expert

ELECTRICIAN

Do you find it difficult to get someone to come and do a small job?
Small electrical jobs
Fast fault finding & more
6 year guarantee on all labour
Fully qualified & insured

Power, Lighting, Fuseboards, Phones
Sockets, Lights, Switches
Electrical Inspection & Testing
LED Lighting • Lighting Design

Small friendly family business
Over 27 years experience

Dorset Trading Standards Approved
Totally reliable & reasonably priced

Call Terry Vaine on: 07973 661043 or 01929 550795

www.tmvelectrical.co.uk

Michael Saunders M.P.T.A.
www.purbeckpianotuning.co.uk

Dorset Council fund a not-for-profit loan scheme
for homeowners and landlords*.
We understand the expense of maintaining your
home and we work with you to take the stress out
of funding repairs, improvements or adaptations.
We see you as an individual, not a credit score.
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide
you through the process of applying for a home
improvement loan.

Wareham, Dorset
Mob: 07789 382057
Tel: 01929 761188
Email: pianotuner@live.co.uk

Piano tuner
and technician

Computer Problems?
For prompt and friendly help call Alan on:

01929 480529 or 07710 835905
Virus and malware removal • PC and Laptop repairs
and upgrades • Wireless router and printer setup
E-mail and internet support • Supply of new PCs
General support and advice
email: alan@ajvcomputing.co.uk

For a no-obligation assessment
or more information visit
www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU
*subject to eligibility

Flowers for every occasion

June Frith
Local Florist
Bouquets
Weddings
Funerals

07507933219
www.swanageflorist.co.uk

www.ajvcomputing.co.uk

Bagged deliveries of decorative chippings, building and
landscaping aggregates from just £30.

Order online or call:
www.suttles.co.uk | 01929 439444
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Purbeck Chiropractic
McTimoney Chiropractic is a gentle and effective treatment for the whole body.
It is proven to be effective in treating the following conditions:
• Back, neck and shoulder pain
• Pain, discomfort & stiffness in joints

• Muscular aches
• Sports injuries

• Arthritic pain
• Migraine

Effective treatment by an experienced Registered Chiropractor for a wide range
of musculoskeletal conditions.
Also qualified and equipped to treat with ultrasound, photo-biomodulation (Light Therapy),
Kinesio tape and sports therapy.
Paul Hind BSc (Hons) Chiro, MSc, MMCA, LRCC

For an informal discussion or to book an appointment in
THE CORFE CASTLE CLINIC call Paul on 07973 308829
For further information visit www.purbeckchiropractic.com

PurbeckAerials.com
LOCAL TRADER
TV AERIALS

FREE SAT

WI-FI

SKY

TV MOUNTING

Wareham 01929 553705 – 07976222887
OAP Discount

Same Day Service

DAVE PROSSER
GENERAL BUILDER
Architectural Stonework, Fine Joinery and Furniture
~TraditionalArchitectural
Stone and Woodwork
supplied and fitted~
Stonework
Staircases and Handrails
Fine
Joinery
& Furniture
Windows, Doors
and Architectural
Joinery
Traditional
Stone
&
Woodwork
Traditional Timber Framing and Green Oak Building

Mobile: 07966 390399
Tel: 01929 423756

~Crafted in Purbeck Stone
and Sustainable
Hard and Softwoods~ E
supplied
& fitted

Contact: Abe Shaffer Mobile: 07903 484 961
Email:compassandcrew@gmail.com
Staircases &Handrails

Windows, Doors & Architectural Joinery
Traditional Timber Framing
& Green Oak Building
Crafted in Purbeck Stone
& Sustainable Hard & Softwoods

Abe Shaffer 07903 484 961
compassandcrew@gmail.com
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MAINTENANCE & CARE OF LAWNS,
HEDGES, FLOWER BEDS & PONDS.
ALSO PRUNING, PLANTING, CLEARING,
TIDYING & HEDGE LAYING

One off jobs or regular service provided
(

John or Lorna on 439455
or 0788 7952191
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DORSET PROPERTY SPECIALISTS
Contact Kate Anson of Purbeck Lettings for a free no obligation
valuation or for advice on any aspect of the rentals market
•
•
•
•

Letting Only Service
Letting and Rent collection
Full Management
Vacant Management

“Purbeck Lettings have been superb at managing our property”

Tel: 01929 480 597
www.purbecklettings.co.uk
kate@purbecklettings.co.uk

SMR Refurbishment

Artisan Decorating & Refurbishment
  
         
      
   
  



Contact Simon on 07973697435 or 01929 480491
follow us on Instagram - beautifulspaces_by_smr
or Facebook - BeautifulSpaces by SMR

The Lady
Decorator

A.R.HARRIS & SON
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Unit 7, Purbeck Business Centre,
Victoria Avenue, Swanage Dorset BH19 1AU

Katie Francis

All aspects of decorating: Preparation, Painting,
Wallpapering, Murals, Kitchen unit painting
07780 504986
01929 792317
www.decoration-by-design.co.uk
Call Katie who is based in Langton Matravers for a
FREE No-obligation quote Dubber advert:

Phone 01929 424518 Fax 01929 427519
Emergency 24hr call-out service 07976 848880
Fully Qualified Electricians
for all your electrical needs

National Inspection Council for
Electrical Installation Contracting

approved contractor

01929 439205
haysom@purbeckstone.co.uk
www.purbeckstone.co.uk

Bespoke flooring, worktops, fireplaces
Building
Landscaping, garden features
Carving & lettering
 Monumental
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A

t this time of year, I always
think about my grandfather (a
civil engineer) who was in the Royal
Engineers in the Great War. He was
the first person to tell me about the
fate of the warhorses - ie. none of
them survived as it was too expensive
to bring them back. I am sorry to say that, as a young girl, I
was more affected by the fate of the warhorses than that of the
millions of men who lost their lives; it wasn't until I read Vera
Brittan's book, A Testament of Youth, some years later that
the human cost really struck me. Hardy's poem, on the front
cover, is one of his best - he could so easily be talking about
the soldiers who embarked on that journey as well.

Deadline for Next Issue
The editor, Angela Bell, appreciates the early submission of
contributions but, for those cutting it fine, the deadline for
the December issue is noon on Thursday, 18 November
& it will be ready for collection on Tuesday, 23 November.
Contributions & Notifications
The editor welcomes news contributions and letters as
well as notifications of events within the Parishes for the
What’s On section and, space permitting, for free ‘one off ’
box adverts which are included at the Editor’s discretion.
These can be submitted online to ed@thedubber.co.uk or
by post to The Editor, 2 The Steddings, Langton Matravers, BH19 3EU ((427202).
How to Format Submissions
Preferably, all emailed Dubber submissions should be
sent as 12 point Times New Roman (or Minion Pro, if
you have it) plain type (i.e. no bold, italic or underlining)
aligned left with single line spacing.

Langton Matravers PC

Parish Council Information

Parish Clerk - Dr Mary Sparks
Address - The Parish Office, 1A High Street, Langton
Matravers. (Open: Mon, Weds, Fri, 9-10.30am)
Email: langtonmatravers@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
Web: www.langtonmatravers-pc.org
Phone: 01929 425100

Worth Matravers PC

Parish Clerk - Roger Khanna

Advertising & Distribution
The Dubber Secretary deals with enquiries regarding
Distribution and Yearly advertising. The secretary is
Katie Curtis, (secretary@thedubber.co.uk); The Vestry, St
George’s Church, St George’s Close, Langton Matravers,
Swanage, BH19 3HZ ((427822). Please contact Katie
(office hours on page 6) if you have any queries about
the receipt of your Dubber copy or if you would like to
know more about advertising in The Dubber; If you are
a distributer in need of help or advice please speak to the
person who delivers your bundles to you and escalate to
Katie in plenty of time if you have an issue. Additionally,
if you, or someone you know, are leaving/have left the
parishes and would like to continue to receive a copy of
The Dubber, please contact the Secretary via email or
telephone to arrange this. Dubber distributers are always
needed!

Email: worthmatraversparishclerk@gmail.com
Web: www.worthmatraversparishcouncil.org
Phone: 01929 439044
Corfe Castle PC (Kingston)
Parish Clerk - Michelle Harrington
Address: 34 Egmont Road, Poole Dorset BH16 5BZ
Email: CorfeCastlePC@aol.com
Web: www.corfecastlepc.org.uk
Phone: 01202 670105
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THE PARISHES OF THE PURBECK HILLS

PRE-SCHOOL
SERVICE

a service for pre-school
children and parents

11am 6 October
St George’s Church
The Dubber is the
mouthpiece of the Parishes
of the Purbeck Hills
St James’, Kingston
St George’s, Langton Matravers
St Nicholas of Myra,Worth Matravers
with Harmans Cross
The Chapel of St Aldhelm’s Head

Associate Priest
Revd James Mercer
(01929 422454
8james_staldhelm@icloud.com

Benefice Administrator
Katie Curtis
Office Hours 9 -1pm
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday
The Vestry
St George’s Church
St George’s Close
Langton Matravers
Swanage
BH19 3HZ
(01929 427822
8office@purbeckbenefice.plus.com
Keep updated with events and visit the
website, Facebook or Twitter
www.purbeckhillsbenefice.wordpress.com
@StAldhelm

November 2021

Worth Church and its roof
If you have passed through Worth recently, you will have noticed St Nicholas Church
looking forlorn, locked and surrounded by
scaffolding and hazard tape.
The roof of the Church was rebuilt in the mid-nineteenth
century, when the building was rescued from dereliction by the
local community. That roof has now reached the end of its life
and has been declared unsafe
and in need of urgent reconstruction. The cost of rebuilding
the roof is circa £250.000.
Simon Jenkins, in his book
‘England’s Thousand Best
Churches’ describes St Nicholas,
Worth Matravers as ‘a foursquare no-nonsense church’. St
Nicholas’ was built in around
AD1100. Most of what we see today is that original church.
Nave, tower and the north wall of the chancel date from that
time.
Jenkins comments ‘We can only be grateful to the custodians of this church down the centuries who have resisted the
urge - or possibly could not afford! - to install an incongruous
gothic window such as disfigures so many Norman churches’.
We are now the custodians of this beautiful, unique, ancient Grade 1 Listed church, tasked with ensuring it serves the
community of Worth and beyond for future generations.
If you have skills, energy and enthusiasm to bring to the
Church Roof Project Team, we should be glad to hear from
you. Hugh Cochrane (handmcochrane@gmail.com) is the
point of contact.
“The bricks have fallen down,
But we will rebuild with smooth stones… Isaiah 9:10

Aldhelm Benefice

Churchwardens

Langton Matravers
Chris Meadows (01929 426544
Janet Robinson (07986 553969
Worth Matravers
Hugh Cochrane (01929 439309
Liz Hoad (01929 439380
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RECTORY REFLECTIONS

James Mercer

Priest with Responsibility
for the Parishes of the Purbeck Hills

THE PARISHES OF THE PURBECK HILLS

SERVICE TIMES IN THE PARISHES

Advent at Kingston
St James' Church
Sunday, 5 December
6pm

A service of seasonal readings and
hymns, followed by mulled wine and
mince pies

Do join us!

SUNDAY
8am
10am
10.30am
5pm
SUNDAY
9am
10.45am
10.45am
10.55am
10.55am
3pm
6pm
SUNDAY

7 NOVEMBER - TRINITY 23
Holy Communion BCP
Larte Breakfast Church
Holy Communion
Celtic Evening Prayer

10am

Parish Communion

Kingston

10.30am

Holy Communion

Corfe

11am

Walking Church

TBC

6pm

Evening Prayer

HX

SUNDAY
8am
10am

28 NOVEMBER - ADVENT
Holy Communion BCP
Holy Communion

WMVH
Langton

10.30am

Holy Communion

Corfe

11.15am

Holy Communion

Kingston

WMVH
Langton
Corfe
Worth?

14 NOVEMBER - REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Holy Communion
Steeple
Remembrance
Langton
Remembrance
Corfe
Remembrance
Kingston
Remembrance
Worth
Remembrance
Tyneham
Evensong
Langton
21 NOVEMBER - TRINITY 25

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Communion, contemplation & Langton
conversation
Until Worth roof is safe, the third Sunday Parish
Communion will be held at Kingston

10am

The Coffee Pot
Meet for real coffee & cake on
the second Thursday of each month

St George’s Church
9.30 -11.30am
Thursday, 11 November
Good company & chat
All welcome!
The Dubber 7

CHURCH NEWS

A NEW PCC WITHIN THE BENEFICE

T

he new combined Parochial Church Council of St
Aldhelm (combining the PCCs of Worth, Langton and
Kingston) came into being on the 5 October, with the election of churchwardens and PCC members.
The new PCC includes representatives from across the
churches, with the following members:
Revd Ian Jackson (Co-chair); Revd James Mercer (Cochair); Revd Nick Webb; Janet Robinson (Churchwarden);
Richard Earl (Churchwarden); Becca Charron (PCC secretary); Gaenor Lobley (Safeguarding Officer); Dorren Farr
(Elected representative); Peter Buckle (Elected representative); Hugh Cochrane (Elected representative) ; Alison
Clough (Elected representative); Sandy Garner (Elected representative); Judy Barnes (Elected representative)
Bishop Karen (acting Bishop of Salisbury) commissioned
the PCC members and members of the Worth, Langton,
Kingston and Harmans Cross Church Community Teams at
St James', Kingston on Sunday, 10 October. James Mercer
GENERAL NEWS

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

weekend when local musical groups will perform, starting
with the Purbeck Recorder Ensemble, also contributing will
be the Mayday singers and U3A Ukulele group who performed in August at the Langton Fete, Once finalised the
times of these acts will be published on the Church notice
board, website and other social media sites.
All the proceeds raised at this year’s festival will be
donated to Amelia’s Rainbow and Dorset and Somerset
Air Ambulance. For further information go to https://
purbeckhillsbenefice.wordpress.com/purbeck-hillschristmas-tree-festival.
As part of the celebrations there will be a special informal advent service held at Kingston on the evening of 5 December this service provides a chance to step back from the
frantic Christmas preparations that engulf us all, So do join
us in the magical setting that is St James’ Church for seasonal
readings and hymns. 			
Colin Garner

BURNGATE

B

urngate is busy gearing up to October half term and the
run up to Christmas.
Check out our website for dates for our “Have a Go” and
Adult All Day stone carving courses.
Not sure what to buy a loved one for Christmas? Either
of these courses make a fantastic present and can be given
as a voucher.
Alternative come along and make your very own stone
carving to give to someone as a special gift or Christmas
present. We also stock a lovely range of local arts and crafts
as well as many beautiful stone sculptures in our stone gallery all of which are for sale. During the next few months the
centre will be having a makeover with new artists and gifts
for sale.
To help us with the changes we are making a start by having a site tidy up in November to give the centre a fresh look.
Why not pop over when we are open for a coffee and find out
what we are up to. Opening time Tues, Wed and Thurs 10am
to 2pm and weekends when we have courses on. Checkout
our website www.burngatestonecentre.co.uk.
Claire & The Team

NATURE TOTS STARTS AT NT STUDLAND BAY

A

A

fter the complete write off of last year’s advent season,
there is a determination to get back to normality; therefore a Christmas tree festival will take place once again at St
George’s Church, Langton Matravers from 4 - 6 December
from 9am till 5pm. This is a chance for people to meet, wander through a truly wonderful display of individually decorated trees, pause for coffee or tea and maybe even be tempted to a slice of cake. There will be moments throughout the
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re you and your family interested in connecting with
nature? Join us at Nature Tots, which is a fun and creative way for you and your children to connect with your
local environment. We are offering a range of fun and interactive nature-based activities for you and your little ones.
This will be a weekly event, happening every Monday
from 11 October onwards. Each session will start at 10am
and finish at 11.30am. Rain or shine we will be out, but
please be aware that in adverse conditions these sessions will
be cancelled.
Meet at the picnic benches outside the Discovery Centre.
These are free sessions, and no booking is required, parking is at Knoll Beach with normal parking charges applying.
Bring snacks and dress for the outdoors! For more information email Dunescapes Engagement Officer, julia.galbenu@
nationaltrust.org.uk.
Charlie Stockley, NT Engagement Volunteer

HARMONY ROCKS CHOIR

H

ow wonderful it is to be singing again. The entertainment sector and in particular choirs have been the

Cinderella in terms of advice and consideration during this
pandemic. We are back to regular weekly rehearsals but,
disappointingly, our schedule of concerts over the winter
months have had to be rearranged for next year because the
venues (mostly village halls) are too small to accommodate
choir and audience in socially distanced spacing.
Great news however - the PCC at St James’ Church
Kingston have come to our rescue by inviting us to perform
in concert at the Church on Wednesday Afternoon 15 December from 2 - 3pm. The Church is large enough to provide the necessary Covid spacing but to do this it is essential to reserve a seat/seats for the concert by booking either
by email at judyforgan@hotmail.co.uk, or by phone to Judy
Robson on 07541 215500. Light refreshments will be available after the concert. There will be a retiring collection in
support of St James’s Church and Willdoes charities.
Our thanks to the PCC at St James’ Church for this opportunity to share our music with you all again. The acoustics in the Church are amazing so we are all set for a great
concert. 					
Anne Elford

CORFE CASTLE SURGERY

W

e are now well and truly into our Flu and Covid
booster vaccinations so if you are eligible and you’ve
not had any contact from the Surgery, please get in touch
and we can make sure that you are booked in or directed to
the team at Wareham Covid Hub as necessary.
We are pleased to welcome two new members to the
staffing team, we have Jo who is a trainee Practice Nurse.
We also have Alice who has joined the reception team as our
bank receptionist. It has been at times a long and challenging 19 months. The staff have had to deal with the changes
within the team, alongside the Covid pandemic. This has involved changing the way in which the surgery operated on a
day-to-day basis and this has been a learning curve for us all.
The main difference is that the once called ‘walk in surgery’ quickly became the telephone triage appointments.
This has evolved over the months with GPs seeing more and
more of the patients that they have spoken to for a face to
face appointment. We will continue to run the mornings
from 8.30am-10.30am as telephone triage in the first instance. You can call and book a routine appointment as a
face to face or telephone slot and will normally be offered
an afternoon appointment. We will offer telephone appointments in the first instance to continue to keep staff and patients as safe as possible but if you feel that a face-to-face
appointment is appropriate, they are available.
The staff have been amazing throughout the pandemic
and as you can imagine we have all had our own anxiety
and worries about testing positive and potentially bringing
Covid to work, so for all the lovely comments and positive
feedback that makes its way to me, THANK YOU it really does make a difference. We have adapted brilliantly and
worked extremely hard in this everchanging environment.
Take care and continue to stay safe.
Kerry Norman, Practice Manager

PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP

I

t’s been a good and active month for the PPG. Dr Lepper
and Kerry Norman gave us an overview of the Surgery’s
pandemic experience. It enabled us to appreciate more than
ever the way the staff worked together so admirably through
the many challenges and the long working hours to continue

to look after our urgent care needs and maintain the regular monitoring of our health too. The recent National GP
Patient Satisfaction survey results are the proof of how well
they succeeded.
Looking at the way the Practice is at present delivering
our healthcare services, some things have returned to ‘normal’ but others cannot be the same as they were in 2019.
There are several reasons for this. Some Covid precautions
are necessarily still in place and there are also new extra
pressures. Locally, as everywhere, we are all wanting to consult the doctor more often after the Lockdown. In addition,
Dr Lepper now has about 1,000 more patients than when he
took over the Practice (the Surgery can’t limit the number
of patients). We read almost daily in the press about the difficulties patients nationally are experiencing accessing primary care with stories of phone lines constantly busy and
long waiting times to speak to a doctor, let alone see one in
person. Here at Corfe we continue to be much more fortunate thanks to the driving determination of the clinical and
administrative staff to look after us exceptionally well. We
can usually get through to a receptionist easily. If we phone
before 10.30am with an urgent problem we can be sure a
doctor will phone us, and if need be see us, on the same day.
If we want to book a routine appointment we will now be
offered the choice of a phone call or face-to-face one. Some
people are finding phone appointments convenient and are
choosing to stay with them. Others prefer to see the doctor in person. We now have that choice which is great. We
are lucky, as our fellow patients so often tell members of the
PPG.
That said, the increased number of patients and demands
on the Practice mean that we will all have to adjust our expectations a bit and that isn’t always easy. It’s no longer possible for Dr Lepper to see everyone himself, we can’t expect
always to see the same doctor and waiting times for booked
appointments are a bit longer. The PPG, as the voice of the
patients, is keen to hear your views on your care- your experiences at the Surgery, what you particularly appreciate
and what you are less happy about. We will then feed them
back to the Surgery which is always keen to do its best for
us. There will soon be a PPG Suggestions Box in the waiting
room but meantime please leave your comments in an envelope addressed to the PPG at the Surgery or email marysabbenclare@gmail.com.
OTHER NEWS
Following the gala football match, Corfe Castle Football
Club has donated to the Surgery the magnificent sum of
£800. The PPG is hoping to hold its own fundraising event
after Christmas to add to the fund.
We held a coffee morning in the Surgery garden during
the September winter flu jab clinic. It was very popular, a lot
of cake was eaten and we raised £250 for Macmillan. Incidentally if you’re eligible for a flu jab do seriously consider
having one as our immunity from winter flu this year is likely to be very low.
Finally, the next Carers’ Time coffee morning will be
held on Thursday 25 November at 10am. Whether you’ve
joined us before or not, if you are a carer we’d love you to
come along. 				
PPG

FOLK DANCING IN LANGTON

F

olk dancing is one of the regular activities held from
7.30 to 9.45 p.m. on Tuesday evenings in the Village Hall,
The Dubber 9

our Club having been founded in the Village way back in
1924!
We would love to see some fresh blood join our happy
band of dancers – ladies or men are more than welcome and
age is no barrier. You don’t need to come with a partner –
we can supply them and we do not bite! (In particular men
should not be backward at coming forward – as we have
nearly as many men as ladies – they enjoy it so much!)
So what is ‘English Folk Dancing’? If you have been to a
barn dance or ceilidh – that is the simple end of it. Think of
it as moving to music in ‘sets’ of 3, 4, or 5 couples, or square
sets of 4 couples or ‘longways’ sets down the Hall. It helps if
you know your left from your right but we very rarely tell
you what to do with your feet – so long as they move in time
with the music!
Our dances range from those taught in the Courts in the
1600’s by Dancing Masters such as John Playford, through
traditional dances collected from the villages 100 years ago,
right up to dances devised today. We use recorded music
so that you have a brilliant selection of the best folk-dance
bands to dance to.
We’ve all read about the health-benefits of regular exercise – we supply it for just £1 per evening and we have
the recommended Covid Precautions in place. Our talented
‘callers’ tell you what to do, so you don’t need to remember
how each dance goes.
For further information about the Swanage & Langton
Matravers Folk Dance Club, please phone the Chairman,
Mike Walshaw, on Swanage (01929) 421 913 or just come
along one Tuesday evening. Our present Autumn Term is
now running until Tuesday 14 December 2021.
Mike Walshaw

introduce and talk about Coup 53. We are also proud to introduce you to our other esteemed guests in the film industry from around the country.
Marlon Brando stars in two films that still remain
amongst the highest rated; A Streetcar Named Desire and On
The Waterfront, which make up half of our Morning Classics
selection. Our classic movies offer more than an opportunity to just coming to see the film as we are pleased to offer
sensational cakes from Love Cake in Swanage and The Bear
in Wareham, and at the Rex morning events you can try the
delicious coffee donated to the Festival by Coffee Saloon.
For families there are eight fantastic films to choose from
- films that will allow your children to travel the world from
their cinema booster seat with beautiful storytelling and animation.
You can still enjoy a taste of France with a double bill of
French films sponsored by the Black Swan in Swanage and
hosted by French actor Laurent Lucas who features in The
Time of Our Lives, Poldark and Sex Education. Bookings for
all films are open on the new Purbeck Film Festival website
www.purbeckfilm.com. 			
Claire Burns

FESTIVAL SUCCESS

FILMS ARE BETTER TOGETHER

O

ne thing we have all been missing is a trip to the cinema, watching films on the big screen with high quality surround sound and a warm feeling of social cinema all
around you. The long-awaited release of the latest James
Bond film has broken attendance records, showing us all
how much we have really missed a good film.
The Purbeck Film Festival returns to Dorset after a two
year gap with a shorter more compact Festival but every bit
as jam packed with unforgettable films as ever. There are 65
films to see from all over the world from Japan to Chile, two
opening galas at the Rex Cinema and Mowlem Theatre in
October, and a mind blowing closing gala night featuring
an on-stage remake of Alien by a group of now famous bus
drivers! We are proud to be returning this year to one of our
original venues dating back to the Festival’s early days, The
Mowlem Theatre, and one of our new venues is the elegantly
restored, absolute must-see hidden treasure, the Water Tower in Swanage (Sentry Road). And if you enjoy food with
your films, why not treat yourself to a fantastic film evening
at the charming Holme for Gardens, or Nusara, the chic and
authentic new Thai restaurant in Poole.
There are numerous special guests from the film industry joining us this year, including the much loved British
stage and screen actress Dame Harriet Walter DBE presenting Herself; President of the Writers’ Guild, scriptwriter
Olivia Hetreed, and Producer Andy Paterson, Girl With A
Pearl Earring; the award winning Director of Maudie (starring Sally Hawkins & Ethan Hawke), Aisling Walsh; and we
are honoured to welcome Director Taghi Amirani who will
10 The Dubber

T

he environmental group Planet Purbeck says its first
festival was ‘a success way beyond our expectations’.
It follows a survey that showed an overwhelmingly positive response from those who enjoyed some of the 200-plus
events staged over six days during last month’s festival.
From those who responded to a questionnaire circulated
by Planet Purbeck 70 per cent of respondents agreed with
the statement: “The Festival inspired me to make a change
to my own behaviour or lifestyle that will positively impact
the planet.”
Changes mentioned included linking up with environmental groups, becoming a volunteer, getting involved with
community litter-picks, avoiding plastics, changing diet by
shopping more locally, being more aware of seasonal produce, improving home insulation and exploring the use of
solar panels.
The Festival was backed by East Dorset benefactors The
Talbot Village Trust, who were keen to support an environmental cause, especially one battling climate change.
Chris Hockley

BUILD BACK BEAVER

P

urbeck residents have until 17 November to take part
in a government consultation into the reintroduction of
beavers to England.

After around 400 years of extinction in England, in August 2020 a wild population of beavers were officially given
permission to remain in the River Otter, Devon. The government has now launched a landmark consultation regarding
their wider reintroduction to the country.
The Purbeck Beaver Project is currently working with
stakeholders to draw up plans for a phased reintroduction
of beavers to Purbeck. The National Trust and other partner
organisations will submit responses that incorporate local
feedback, but this is a public consultation and individuals
are also encouraged to take part. It’s your opportunity to
share your feedback (however long or short) directly with
the government.
If you are supportive of beavers and would like a say in
the conditions for their reintroduction; if you have concerns
that you would like to highlight; or if you would like to
comment on how they are managed in the future, your
contribution to the consultation can be submitted via an
online form found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/
consultations/beaver-reintroduction-and-managementin-england. Last call for submissions is 11.45pm on 17
November 2021.
As a result of thorough stakeholder engagement and feasibility work throughout the Isle of Purbeck over the past
two years, the Purbeck Beaver Project team feel like we have
a strong understanding of local needs: both how to manage
beaver impacts where required and the support which will
be needed to make a beaver reintroduction successful in the
long-term. Naturally, we recognise the need to support local
landowners and to promote long-term thinking, both within
the initial project area, but also for our neighbouring catchments.
So – if you have questions about the consultation or
would like to understand any of the issues that local people
have raised during our stakeholder engagement, please do
get in touch with gen.crisford@nationaltrust.org.uk.
Daniel Shailer, Purbeck Nature Champion Volunteer, &
Gen Crisford, Engagement Officer, National Trust
HARMANS CROSS

HARMANS CROSS VILLAGE HALL

I

t feels like we are pretty much back to normal now at Harmans Cross Village Hall. Let’s hope that it stays that way
with winter around the corner, but inevitably there will be
more bugs circulating with coughs and colds.
There is plenty to look forward to over the coming
months, so hopefully some of the following dates can find
their way into your diaries.
Movie Nights are back on and we have two great films
for November and December. On Tuesday, 9 November, we
are screening Wild Mountain Thyme, starring Emily Blunt.
The headstrong farmer Rosemary Muldoon (Emily Blunt)
has her heart set on winning her neighbour Anthony Reilly's
love. The problem is Anthony (Jamie Dornan) seems to have
inherited a family curse and remains oblivious to his beautiful admirer. Stung by his father Tony's (Christopher Walken)
plans to sell the family farm to his American nephew (Jon
Hamm), Anthony is jolted into pursuing his dreams in this
comedic, moving and wildly romantic tale.
Then on Tuesday, 14 December, we will be showing To
Olivia, the story of the tumultuous marriage between actress
Patricia Neal and renowned writer Roald Dahl (played by

Hugh Bonneville).
Tickets are £5 on the doors, which open at 7pm with the
film showing at 7.30pm. The bar will also be open.
Coffee Junction re-started in October. For more years
than we can remember we have been welcoming Harmans
Cross residents and visitors to a coffee morning, on a fortnightly basis. This is non-profit making - we just ask for a
small donation to cover the cost of room hire. We look forward to seeing new faces as well as our regulars on 4, 18, November and 2, 16, and 30 December. Please call Pat Wright
for more details on 421864.
We have a ‘pre-Christmas, Stalls at the Hall on Saturday
27 November with lots of fantastic produce, craft and gifts
available from a wide range of local stallholders. Tea, coffee
and cake will also be available. For anyone interested in
having a stall, please contact David on 07769 826994 to
book a table (weekdays 9.30 am to 7pm please) or email to
bookings@harmanscrosshall.co.uk
And finally, a Live Music date for your diaries for the
New Year. The Churchfitters will be back again at the Hall by
popular demand on Friday, 28 January 2022. Tickets are £15
available from the website at www.harmanscrosshall.co.uk/
live-music and are already on sale and going quickly.
In addition, we have all our usual activities back, including amongst others:
• Mondays – U3A Table Tennis; Pins & Needles; Yoga
with Cathy
• Tuesdays – Yoga with Cathy; Art with Judy Robson
• Wednesdays – U3A French Class; Harmony Rocks
Choir
• Thursday – Post Office outreach; U3A Patchwork
Quilting; Yoga with Cathy
More details as always on the website.
Alison Clough, Chair of Harmans Cross Village Hall

LANGTON MATRAVERS
SCOUT & GUIDE HQ
MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

Invite you to the
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
7.45pm
Wednesday, 24 November 2021
at The Scout Hut, Durnford Drove,
Langton Matravers
All welcome to attend

Don’t miss
Wild Mountain Thyme
at HXVH
Tuesday, 9 November
at 7 for 7.30pm
The Dubber 11

LANGTON MATRAVERS

LOVE LANGTON LITTER-FREE CAMPAIGN

T

he painted cows Bessy and Gertrude, so thoughtfully
decorated by children at St George’s school to encourage
everyone to keep our open spaces litter-free (see Sept’s Dubber), are now stored for winter. This was a lovely project to
work on with the National Trust and the school.
The cows made a really positive impression on visitors
and residents going out from Spyway car park over the summer. Gertrude appeared on her own at the Langton Planet
Action event in September as part of the Planet Purbeck Festival, where Carole Knott ran the litter-free awareness stall
about our projects.
The summer’s Jurassic Bark Purbeck project raised
awareness about the harms of dog poo in the countryside
because of parasites that this may contain and the plastic
pollution if bags are left behind. This was backed by a social media campaign on Litter-free Purbeck’s Facebook page.
There is now a poster campaign running on community
noticeboards and in local vets’ surgeries. The team of four
(three are dog-owners) chatted to many walkers who said
how upset they were to see dog poo or bags left behind; they
were worried their children mighttread in it or pick it up by
mistake. The team also met lots of dog-walkers who #dotherightthing by carrying dog poo bags back to bins either at
home or to street bins (anybin will do), some by double-bagging, others using special containers.
For anyone who missed this before, Trish Earley at Spyway Farm has lost two calves recently due to the parasite
neospora caninum that can be carried by dogs then passed
to wildlife and farm animals. Toxocara canis is the roundworm that is better-known as this can pass from dogs to humans and in rare cases, results in eye damage in children and
young people. Regular worming and removing dog poo and
poo bags altogether from open countryside helps to stop our
area becoming a transmission hub.
Our usual autumn community deep clean litter pick is
postponed until early next year (see Dec’s Dubber). Our regular volunteers who litter pick at times to suit them are not
stopping, though. They will be monitoring litter-drop patterns and stopping litter frombuilding up to be washed into
our street drains and out to sea. If you would like to lend
ahand (an hour or so a month is great), please get in touch
via lovelangton@gmail.com or 01929 421753.
Finally, a big thank you to: Year 5, St George’s School
and Mrs Goodwin, Langton Matravers Parish Council, Litter Free Dorset, Litter-free Purbeck, the CPRE, the National
Trust, Trish and Paul Earley, Paul Loudon, to everyone who
puts their litter in a bin, to those who quietly pick up after
others and to the Love Langton and Jurassic Bark Purbeck
teams, Carole, Elaine, Emma, Gail, James, Julie, Martin, Lyn,
Sarah and Sue, who all make our bit of the world a better,
cleaner place!
Bridget Mayes, Love Langton, (Litter-free Purbeck)

PLANET PURBECK FESTIVAL

A

range of successful, fun and interesting events were
held throughout Purbeck during the Planet Purbeck
Festival Week. Groups taking part under the umbrella of
Langton Planet Action were St George’s Eco Church, St
George’s Forest School, The Woodland Trail, Community
Orchard and the Allotments.
Many members of Langton Planet Action are involved in
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these groups and were pleased to play an active part to support the aim to address Climate and Environmental Emergency. The Planet Purbeck mantra is that ‘We are Stronger
Together’. Together we can make a positive difference. Together we can support each other with these challenging
aims.
The allotments and community orchard offered a showcase as to how a community is able to grow some of its own
food. With an increasing degradation of our environment,
the community in Langton Matravers has sought in a small
way, to bring some local sustainability in terms of growing
our own food, thus reducing food miles, growing without
harmful chemicals, etc., and providing an area for relaxation and reflection including a small walking trail. Trees
and hedges have been planted to encourage biodiversity and
plans are to increase the growth of wildflowers in the orchard area.
From its beginnings it was intended that the local school
and preschool would be encouraged to use the space. On
the week of the Festival, St George’s Pre-school parents were
invited over to orchard/woodland trail to see where their
children take nature walks, apple tasting days, etc., and then
onto the allotment site where the children grow their own
food in two raised beds. Parents expressed delight at seeing
where their children spend part of their time at preschool.
The Forest School, a partnership between St George’s
School and St George’s Church, offered taster activities to
families from Langton and beyond in the woodland and
orchard. Woodland games were enjoyed and hazel toasting
forks crafted. Marshmallows were toasted on the fire.
The tea and homemade cakes served on the allotment
went down a storm and we were able to offer produce which
is always useful at chutney making time.
Visitors also noted how many flowers grow on the allotments (especially sunflowers), to encourage pollinators and
feed the birds. They look gorgeous too.
Langton Planet Action would like to congratulate The
Langton Allotments for achieving a no harmful chemicals
policy for ‘The Priddle’. St George’s school playing field and
school site has also agreed a no harmful chemicals policy
with Dorset Council. These are positive steps forward, to
support healthy soils and environments and to encourage
species diversity. 				 James Mercer

LANGTON MATRAVERS PARISH COUNCIL

OCTOBER MEETING
A face to face meeting of the Parish Council was held in
the Village Hall under LMPC’s Covid protocol.
resent: Cllr W Knight in the Chair, Cllrs P Christie, D
Pearson, I Vaughan-Arbuckle, P Loudoun, M Kirby, A
Bell. Four members of the public also attended.
NATIONAL TRUST REPORT
The Planet Purbeck Festival had been very successful,
and Mr Clarke was pleased that NT land had been used. The
NT are working with residents, businesses and landowners
on a Sustainable Tourism Plan for the heathland S of Poole
Harbour, to reduce impacts and improve the visitor experience. If successful, this may be implemented throughout
Purbeck. He is keen to meet Cllrs to look further at alternative sites for a car park/hub.
PLANNING
• a) 6/2021/0350 Mr. and Mrs. O. Fenton, 53 High
Street Langton Matravers Dorset BH19 3HA. Fix
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PermaSEAL 8 Mesh 20 metre square waterproof
membrane against the internal face of the full height
of the wall which will prevent any moisture reaching
the internal finishes. Install moisture resistant, insulated plasterboard, finishing with ThistlePro PureFinish a standard gypsum finish plaster. Redecorate
to match existing. Fix low level radiator across the
bottom of the wall. No Objection.
• b) P/FUL/2021/02603 Wilkswood Farm Road To
Wilkswood Farm Langton Matravers Dorset BH19
3DU. Replacement dwelling. No Objection
REQUEST FOR TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OF
SCHOOL FIELD TO LMPC
The council has made a formal request to Dorset Council
that they transfer the ownership of the field to LMPC.
PLAY AREA UPDATE - GOOD NEWS!
Since the last Dubber was published we have received
further very generous donations from members of the community, both individuals and organisations – thank you all
SO much. We re-submitted our lottery bid, and have been
granted £5,000, which, with all the donations, closes the
funding gap! The project is now set for installation by Christmas, if all goes well. There will be a narrow ‘window’ of time
for recycling of the old equipment (slides, metal, wood); if
you are interested, please contact the Clerk or watch out for
notices near the site as soon as demolition takes place. It was
agreed to ask DC that the Play Area be extended into the
north east corner of the field.
HIGHWAYS REPORT BY CLLR VAUGHAN-ARBUCKLE
• 20 mph Speed Limit - The Parish Council decided to
delay its bid until the new criteria for granting 20 mph
was in place at Dorset Council. This was likely to be early in the New Year.
• Roads - In spite of recent patching, it was accepted that
Crack Lane was in need of further extensive work. A bid
to have this done would be delayed until the housing
development in Crack Lane had received final approval.
• Car Park - The Car Park Working Group would be reconvened to look at potential sites in the village and
make recommendations to the Parish Council. Cllr
Pete Christie would replace Cllr Mike Lovell (sadly deceased) as a member of the Group.
• Community Speed Watch - The recently established
CSW team have been meeting regularly to monitor
speed of vehicles through the village. More could be
done if there were more members. So, if anyone could
spare an hour or so once a fortnight to help, please get
in touch through the parish office or contact Ian V-A
direct.
The next full meeting of the Council will be on 11 November, in the Village Hall, using the Covid protocol: please
contact the Clerk if you wish to attend, as places are limited.
Draft Minutes can be viewed at www.langtonmatraverspc.org. Parish office opening hours p 5.
Mary Sparks, Parish Clerk

Stalls in the Hall

Saturday 27 November
9.30am - noon
HXVH
Stall Enquiries to 07769 826994

WORTH MATRAVERS

W

e are pleased to announce the re-birth of the Village
hall as a venue for recitals, talks, and general Village
get-togethers, open to all.
MUSICAL MATINÉE
The first is a Music Matinee in the Village Hall on Sunday, 14 November featuring local musicians Overstory Folk
- Joe & Hannah Arnold, cello, guitar and vocals, exploring
Dorset-themed originals such as The Agglestone and The
Unfortunate Captain Peirce, as well as their evocative hit:
Skylark.
Good Habits will then perform their set, which has been
honed during a recent 18 month tour of New Zealand.
Both duos will then collaborate to finish the show with
some classic folk hits. In such an intimate setting as the
Worth Village Hall, it’s definitely one to grab tickets while
you can!

WANTED - PLANTS AND POTS

T

hanks to the good response so far to our request for
plants for the June 2022 Worth Charity Fete plant stall,
we now need more pots as well as plants! 1 litre pots and
above will be especially welcome.
We'll happily continue accepting any plants you have.
Please leave plants and/or pots behind Worth Village Hall
(through the iron gate) or ring Yvonne 01929 439946 to arrange collection of plants or pots. Many thanks.
The Plant Stall Team

WORTH FILM CLUB

W

e were very happy to resume our film club last month
and we would like to thank all the friends who came
to meet again in the Village Hall and see Mr Hulot’s Holiday.
Our next showing is on Wednesday, 17 November and
the film is The First Cow.
It is a western unlike any others you have seen. It is a
frontier story about two losers who dare to dream big in
19th century Oregon. It is bleak, brutal, pastoral, meticulously authentic and it is a story of friendship treated here as
a basic human need as essential as water or bread.
We hope you will be able to join us for a drink at 7pm
and the screening will kick off at 7.30pm. Book early on line
at www.worthmatraversvillagehall.org to avoid disappointment at the door, tickets are £5.
Claude Bonfanti

WORTH MATRAVERS PARISH COUNCIL

COVID 19 EXTRAORDINAIRY CIRCUMSTANCES
OCTOBER MEETING
resent: Chairman Cllr J Burden Vice Chairman Cllrs I
Bugler, C Melville, C Vosper, R Woolford. Apologies for
absence L Hemmings.
Declaration of Interest. Cllrs Burden and Bugler on future WM contract matters.
PUBLIC DISCUSSION PERIOD
The resident of Moonfleet made a presentation in support of his revised planning application proposals. All Cllrs
took the opportunity of viewing the plans on his tablet as
the DC web site was down. Cllrs were generally happy with
the revised proposals as they felt there was a considerable reduction in impact over the original that they had previously
considered and objected to.
The felt the new scheme was a bit of an improvement on
the existing development.

P
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CORESPONDENCE
The resignation of Mrs Spencer-Duncan and the Notice
of Councillor Vacancy was noted.
A discussion and decision on new Worth Matravers play
equipment was deferred to a future meeting.
The PC noted the request for cutting down of Worth
Playing Field top margin and would instruct the contractor
to do so as soon as practicable.
All Cllrs noted the requirement for the PC Cllrs to make
a personal Digital Registration of Interests. Links had been
provided to the external site from DAPTC and it was hoped
these would be completed and sent back in by all Cllrs the
near future.
Cllrs agreed a Proposed Motion to DAPTC AGM ‘That
DAPTC arrange for a full-scale paper copy of planning applications to be made available to Parish and Town Councils
with the applicant at their cost supplying them the copy direct’.
HIGHWAY MATTERS
The PC noted that action to address the return of the van
and caravan to Old Look Out on the Kingston to Worth road
was in progress with Dorset Council.
PLANNING AND TREE WORK APPLICATION
The New Dorset Council Planning application procedure was considered unsatisfactory as per the motion to
DAPTC AGM.
• P/HOU/2021/03487: Erect two storey front and rear
extensions and single storey dining room extension
with skylight. Moonfleet, Winspit Road, Worth Matravers BH19 3LW. No Objections.
DISCUSSION AND INFORMATION
Cllr Melville raised the need for a 20mph limit in Worth
village. He was updated on previous attempts by the PC to
get Dorset County as the Highway Authority to do so by the
Clerk
Cllrs raised again the ongoing failure to fill potholes in
roads in Worth especially in the centre of the village down
to Hill Bottom They were especially concerned at a report
from one PC Cllr of noting a recent comprehensive filling
of minor potholes in a cul-de-sac street in Little Stoke. Cllr
Woolford raised again his concerns at the flooding around
the entrance to the caravan park in Haycrafts lane where
he felt a simple gulley provision and connection by Dorset
Council Highways would prevent a re- occurrence in future.
The next PC meeting is scheduled for the 2 November to
be held as an Open Meeting with a Public Discussion period
and general permitted attendance at HXVH.
Roger Khanna, Parish Clerk

Purbeck Artists &
Stallholders

P
A
S
H

Christmas Gifts

at Worth Matravers Village Hall
Do come and join us for your
unique handmade Christmas gifts
Saturday, 4 December - Sunday,12 December
11am until 4.30pm
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KINGSTON

CORFE CASTLE COMMUNITY LIBRARY

T

he ‘Library Talks’ Continue at 2pm on 26 November
with Deb Fullbrook and Elmo: An Afternoon of Photography.
Deb will be familiar to many in the village. You may have
seen her photography when she exhibits in the Purbeck Arts
Weeks (PAW). Deb delights in taking images on her wanderings around Purbeck and further afield with her dog
Elmo. She aims to capture the immediacy of memory-invoking pictures of landscapes, flora and fauna. Few, if any
of her photos are planned, rather they are the happy result
of her spontaneous, sometimes quirky and humorous, occasionally wistful, reactions to her surroundings.
Come along for an afternoon of wonderful photography
in the presence of a most jovial presenter (and, of course,
Elmo).
The illustrated talk will be followed by a collection for
the charity Hearing Dogs and an opportunity to buy prints
or cards of some of Deb’s images.
This event will be held in the village hall so we can make
use of the new projection facilities. We can’t be sure what
Covid 19 precautions will be in force (or just be sensible to
have) at that time so please register for this event via email
to corfecastlelibrary@gmail.com or via the library.
Martyn Jessop

CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL

OCTOBER MEETING
COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH UPDATE:
ur Community Speed Watch Volunteers have been
out and about over the last couple of months helping to
keep our parish safe, and I think we can all agree that keeping everyone safe is a worthwhile task. So, it may shock you
when I say that I have attended two roadside sessions and
although I was warned about verbal abuse, nothing could
have prepared me for the amount of abuse directed at us,
from swearing to hand gestures; it is really quite shocking,
especially when there are children in the car! Despite our
wonderful volunteers shrugging off the abuse as ‘part of the
role’, volunteers simply deserve more respect, so please if
you see our volunteers out and about helping to keep our
parish safe, make their day and smile.
PLAYGROUND NEW EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION
You will know that by now the Parish Council were
hoping to announce the installation of the new playground
equipment, however, there have been a few minor hiccups
along the way, but we understand from the installers that the
new date for installation is planned for January 2022.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
At the time of writing this article Corfe Castle Parish
Council have yet to host the public meeting for Corfe Castle residents to have their questions answered and views
listened to about the Community Land Trust planning application (application number 6/2021/0405), however by
the time you read this, the meeting would have taken place
and Corfe Castle Parish Council would have submitted their
official comments to Dorset Council for them to consider
before either approving or rejecting the application.
OTHER PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
• P/HOU/2021/03088 – 164 East Street, BH20 5EHRecommendation. No objection.
• P/LBC/2021/03604 – 164 East Street BH20 5EH
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Recommendation. No objection.
P/HOU/2021/03259 – Woodside, BH20 5LH Recommendation. No objection.
Full details can be found on the Doret Council website
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildingsland/planning/planning-application-search-andcomment.
PURBECK PARK CAR PARKING CHARGES
25-years ago a strategy was agreed for Purbeck Park to
have a low parking cost so it became the off-village parking
centre. However, Dorset Council have a new parking strategy which would see the parking fees at Purbeck Park increase to £6 per day.
Corfe Castle Parish Council have stated their objection
to the price increase for Purbeck Park and believe this will
not encourage people to park away from the village.
HOUSING REGISTER
The new Dorset Council Home Choice system has been
set up and anyone already registered who wishes to remain
on the register must re-register before 1st December. If you
don’t, you will be removed from the Dorset Council register.
To re-register go to https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/
housing/housing/re-registration-process.
LOCAL HERITAGE LOCATION
Land use consultants have been appointed to manage the
Local Heritage list campaign which will allow communities
across Dorset to nominate local buildings, sites, monuments
and features to be included on the new Heritage list. Further
details can be found on the Dorset Council website.
KEEPING WARM AND ENERGY BILLS
Dorset Council is looking at ways to help residents keep
warm in the colder months and different ways to reduce
their energy bill. Dorset Council is working with the Local
Energy Advice partnership who offer free advice and have
access to energy saving devices to those that are eligible.
A list of eligibility is listed on the Dorset Council website.
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/housing/financial-help/
heating-and-insulation-grants
NATIONAL TRUST UPDATES
Quinquennial Repair Works – The National Trust are in
the tender stage and inviting contractors in over the next
couple of weeks.
The National Trust have identified some areas of the
castle that need some urgent attention, and this has been
prioritised for completion ASAP. Work should start as soon
as weather, and contractor workforce allows. There is no
danger to visitors even in the areas that we have identified.
HIGH ROPE INSPECTIONS
The National Trust had High Rope inspections completed last week by Sally Strachey Historic Conservation Ltd,
the National Trust are waiting for the report to be finished
and sent back but in general the team are happy with the
conditions on the top of the high areas. These are mainly the
Keep and South West Gate Houses.
SANTA’S GROTTO
The National Trust have been in contact the Festivities
Committee and have agreed with the team that once again
they will be able to use the Tea-Room to host Santa and
friends on 4 December.
The National Trust will be turning on the Castle lights
the same evening once the village Xmas lights has been illuminated.
They will remain on throughout the evenings of Decem•

ber and set to turn off at about 11pm.
VILLAGE WELCOME MAP
The National Trust is hoping to produce a Welcome
Leaflet for the Village, with a focus on the local businesses and points of interest in and around the village – places
to eat, model village, pubs, town museum, train station etc.
There will be no cost to the businesses in the village, The National Trust will be sending out letters / emails, over the next
month or so, to the local community to gauge their levels of
interest.
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
Monday, 8 November at 7pm in the Corfe Castle Village
Hall, Bill Carter room. To start the meeting is a public half
hour, so please come and join us and have your say.
Michelle Harrington, Parish Clerk
NEWS FROM NOWHERE

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

I

n the 1920s Herbert (‘Herbie’) Hooper was a stoker on the
first chain ferry that plied across the mouth of Poole Harbour. In his characteristically mischievous good-humoured
way, he would sometimes announce their arrival on the Purbeck shore with “All change for Blacker’s Hole, Knacker’s
Hole, Scratch Ass and Ringbum Gardens”.
Whatever visitors made of this announcement, goodness
only knows.
Billy Winspit called the small clifftop quarry half-way
between Dancing Ledge and Hedbury, Scratch Ass. But, on
a map almost certainly annotated by stone merchant Ernest
Burt in about 1910 St Thomas’ Ware is marked as being the
western part of Dancing Ledge Quarry.
These old workings straddle the boundary between
Durnford Manor to the east and Langton Wallis Manor to
the west. So at the time of working the Serrels would have
been getting the royalty income from east of the wall (which
runs inland to Langton High Street, behind the scout hut).
The Banks from the land to the west, but not quite all of it.
Curiously, part of the cliff-top field that lies to the west
was separate from the big manor of Wallis. More curiously a
wall defining its northern boundary runs east to west about
half way down the sloping ware. It would seem to be the only
wall like this along miles of coast. This is surely St Thomas’
Ware. Which at the time of the map was owned by stone
merchant Thomas Stevens, who at the same time was tenant
of the much larger Eastington Farm, where his brother lived,
whilst Thomas built the big gaunt house at Herston, that lies
more or less half-way between the Royal Oak and the fish &
chip shop.
Is it possible that the word ‘St Thomas’ could corrupt into
‘Scratch Ass’?
Another coastal field, that above Seacombe Quarry, was
called Necklace. Estate records reveal that it was actually St
Nicholas! What else is possible? Why were Saints names given to these places?
Herbie would regale his listeners with daft or just believable stories, one after the other. Leaving people literally falling about with mirth. It was not that he had more to laugh
at than the rest of us, quite the opposite, it was said stokers knew what hell was like, they’d already been there. He
helped carry the bodies of the drowned sailors from the SS
Treveal (wrecked at Chapman’s Pool) up to the Worth Reading room.
One morning he said, down Chapman’s Pool, we found
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a rat caught in a lobster pot stacked up on the slipway. “I
warmed up some tar and got four empty limpet shells, putting a drop in each, then held the rats feet in each turn before letting it go”. “He clattered up the slip like a cart-horse”
said Herbie, “we had no more trouble with rats after that”.
Believable?
He was stoker on the paddle steamer Monarch when
they did trips across to Alderney. People had gathered on
the Pier when Captain Masters announced it was too rough
to go. Some made a fuss about spoilt plans, so he said “ok,
we will”. “We were not far south of the Anvil when some
passengers went up to the bridge to appeal to him to turn
back” said Herbie. But they captain said they’d wanted to go
so they were carrying on. On arrival in Alderney it was too
rough to enter the harbour so they had to turn around and
come back. “That was a good trip” said Herbie.
He was one of the war time coastal watchers, at Dancing
Ledge, where in quiet weather he kept a small dingy in order
to put out some lobster pots. The last man to keep a boat
there. He told me he knew when their shift was over when
the 12 o’clock puffin flew round. Believable?
His son Charles said one became caught in some barbed
wire entanglements fixed along the cliff, and that its struggles frightened the others away. This could’ve been a factor
in their decline, but the sinking of ships must’ve caused a lot
of oil pollution and death of seabirds at the time. Charles’
brother, quarryman and poet, Geoff, did his national service
in the navy serving on HMS Battleaxe. In an inter-ship boxing match he went a few rounds with Randolf Turpin who
became national and nearly world champion, when I asked
him who won, with characteristic modesty he said, “we were
both still standing”.
Dancing Ledge ends at its western end in a narrow cleft
and a drop down to Fisherman’s Rock. One way to get down
quickly was to leap across the cleft. One day a visitor got
stuck spanning this gap. He couldn’t get up or go back. Lucky
for him Geoff was there that evening and heard his cries and
was able to pull him to safety. Geoff wrote,
The Rock Pool
The rock pool lies in silence now,
the evening sun is dipping low,
towards the ocean’s western edge
as shadows lengthen on the ledge.
The children took their shrimp nets home
and little fishes swim in peace,
where soon the new high tide will come
and bring the time of their release,
as forces that they do not know
compel the times to ebb and flow.
And so might also such as we
be ruled by powers we cannot see,
the silent spheres swim on in space
but we can find no sound or sign
that others suns in some far place,
on alien beings shine.
Mathematicians count the odds
diverse religions seek their Gods,
yet life remains a mystery
a rock pool in a galaxy
that by the cosmic ocean’s side
awaits the liberating tide.
Has our current Poet Laureate written anything as
thought provoking?
Wall-acker
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RAMBLINGS OF A LOCAL GARDENER

I

s it really November, which I think of as winter and yet it
has been so warm? Where does the time go? When I had
young children, time seemed to go so fast. I loved having
young people around and hated it when they left. Now, many
years on, I blink and yet another year has gone.
Nevertheless, now is not the time to think of my memories, (I waste far too much time remembering).
I think of the present as a “present” and we have every
day to find joy in life. Good music, watching people, nature,
the sky, water, they are all changing and so wonderful to
watch and enjoy. In October it was too warm for Autumn
and many plants seemed confused - growing, flowering and
spilling out of their beds with amazing colours more tropical
than autumnal.
Although last spring vegetable seeds did not germinate
well, with the long dry periods between heavy rainstorms
and then limited growth, surprisingly I have enough vegetables. This year many self-seeded nasturtiums came up everywhere which is good for wildlife and the soil. I love the
slightly peppery leaves with lettuce in salads, especially with
tomatoes, and the edible flowers on top not only look good
but taste wonderful - all food tastes better when presented
well!
It is possible to have lovely food from the garden all the
year round, for example the autumn apple crop makes fantastic apple sauce which, topped with ground almonds, flaxseed or any topping you wish. Also, apples can be a snack /
meal / dried / dessert, all year-round from frozen.
So now November is here what is needed to be done in
the garden? We need to dig maincrop potatoes and finish
harvesting other fruit and vegetables. Winter lettuce and
land cress could be planted under cover outside, and I am
going to sow green manures (peas, beans and rye) to keep
the soil covered for the winter. If they don’t come grow, I will
manure mulch the ground next month to stop leaching, and
save nutrients.
There is one other thing we could do now which is to
collect things to make wreaths and swags for Christmas
decorations. I hope to make my decorations in the first two
weeks of December. If anyone wants to come, have tea, look
at the garden and have a go at making decorations out of
wild things do please ring me on 01929 421681. Keep well.
Rachel Helfer

Swanage Hospital

OUR AUTUMN FAYRE
Saturday, 13 November 10am-12noon
The Centre, Chapel Lane, Swanage
BH19 2PW
As we are unable to hold our Autumn Fayre at
the Hospital, we are very happy to invite you
to join us at The Centre (behind Swanage Day
Centre, High St) for all our usual delights;
cakes, pickles, seasonal produce and other
goods to buy.
Enjoy a tea/coffee and home-made cake!

St. James’s Church
Kingston
present

Harmony Rocks
Choir
in concert

Wednesday 15 December
2-3pm
Booking Essential by
Email judyforgan@hotmail.co.uk or
Phone Judy Robson 07541 215500
Light refreshments after the Concert
Retiring Collection in support of St. James’s Church and
Willdoes charities
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NOVEMBER 2021

WHAT’S ON

2

7.30pm

4

10.30am Coffee Junction

HXVH

8

7pm

CCPC Meeting

CCVH

9

7pm

Film: Wild Mountain
Thyme

HXVH

11

9.30Coffee Pot
11.30am

St George's Ch

11

7pm

LMPC Meeting

LMVH

13

1012pm

Swanage Hospital
Autumn Fayre

The Centre,
Swanage

14

2.30pm

Music Matinee

WMVH

17

7.30pm

WFC: The First Cow

WMVH

18

10.30am Coffee Junction

HXVH

24

7.45pm

Scout & Guide HQ AGM

Scout Hut

26

2pm

Talk: An Afternoon of
Photography

CC
Comunity
Library

26

7.30pm

Karen G

Mowlem

27

9.30noon

Stalls in the Hall

HXVH

WMPC Meeting

HXVH

DECEMBER 2021
4-6

9-5pm

Christmas Tree Festival

St George's Ch

4-12

114.30pm

PASH: Purbeck Artists &
Stallholders

WMVH

EVERY WEEK
Folk Dancing

Tues 7.30-9.45pm LMVH

Nature Tots

Mon 10-11.30am Knoll Beach

Planet Purbeck
Youth Group

Thurs 6-8pm

Purbeck
Youth Group
&
Comuniity
Foundation

Swanage Folk Festival AGM
11am Saturday 6 November
St Mary's Rectory Classroom
All Welcome
Particularly those who would like to help
organise Swanage Folk Festival 2022
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Professional Carpet &
Window Cleaning
15 HILLSEA RD
SWANAGE BH19 2QL
Telephone 426346 or 07919 277 568

MS Sports Massage &
Soft Tissue Therapy

Penny Cleaver

Professional Plantsman Gardener

Level 5 BTEC - Sports & Remedial Massage

•
•
•
•
•

Decreases muscle tension, improves flexibility,
boosts performance, faster injury recovery
Mobile sports massage therapy
Treatment in your own home at a time to suit you

30 years practical gardening experience
R.H.S. Advanced Certificate in Horticulture
Plant selection and maintenance
Expertise in herbaceous beds and borders
Creativity and individuality

Telephone: Penny 07870 437967
email: pen.jl@hotmail.com

Mel Shanks: 07795 198857

Facebook: mssportsmassage
email: mssportsmassage@yahoo.com

Holme for Gardens

• Your Local Garden Centre with knowlegeable staff
• Large Farm Shop with Local Produce at its best
• The Orchard Café with delicious Holme-made
cakes, cream teas & lunches
Holme Nurseries Ltd, West Holme Farm, Wareham, Dorset. BH20 6AQ

01929 554716 | www.holmeforgardens.co.uk

Langton Matravers Village Hall
Available for Hire for Private Functions
and Children’s Parties

Harmans Cross Village Hall
Splendid facilities include:
•

Large Hall, Kitchen, Memorial Room, Snooker Room
and a Stage with lighting

•

Regular activities include Table Tennis, Library, Short Mat
Bowls, Country and Folk Dancing, music events by
Purbeck Folk Club and theatrical events by Artsreach,
Langton Arthouse Cinema and many others.

•

For full details of all events, like our Facebook page and/or
check the noticeboards outside the hall.
Email info@langtonvillagehall.co.uk
or call 01929 424647 for bookings
www.langtonvillagehall.co.uk

Large main hall & separate meeting room ideal for all events
Advanced audio, digital projection & lighting systems,
fully fitted commercial kitchen, two-way servery & patio
doors to outside terrace
New Children’s Playground & large recreational field
Adjacent to Swanage Railway with ample parking
space

Please phone Tina/David on 480540

Full details, prices & information at
www.harmanscrosshall.co.uk
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Thinking of selling your property?
For Free Marketing Advice
in complete conÞdence, without obligation

Corbens

contact
The Property Professionals
for Swanage and the Isle of Purbeck

01929 422284

April Cottage & Lapland Lodge B&B
Swiss Cheese Fondue
& Raclette Evenings
October to May
Open to all but reservation
essential (max 8 persons)
Anglo - Swiss hospitality at its best!
Info: www.purbeckbedandbreakfast.net
Tel: 01929 477 173 / 07753 244 328
Harmans Cross, Swanage BH19 3DS

KDL PLUMBING & HEATING

• All work undertaken
• Free estimates & advice
• No call out charges
0747 - 512 - 8249
(01929) - 421632
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corbens.co.uk

W.F.SNOOK & SON LTD 		
Installers of

PVC-U and Aluminium

Windows · Doors · Patio Doors
Bifolding Doors

Fensa
13202

Conservatories · Sectional Garage Doors
Doors · Guttering
‘Kestrel’ PVC-U Fascia · Soffit · Mouldings etc
Tel/Fax. 01929 481581

10 Year insurance backed guarantee

All types of Building Work undertaken

Fully Qualified Tradesmen
FREE ESTIMATES
“Newfoundlands”, Newfoundlands Close
Worth Matravers, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 3LX
Email: Jeremybuilding@btinternet.com
Tel/Fax: 01929 439209 Mobile 07966 216288

Ian Bugler
ITB GARDENING and TREE CARE LTD
GRASS CUTTING, Inc FIELDS and PADDOCKS
FENCING, HEDGES and LANDSCAPING

01929 439453 - 07930 434694
Email: itbgardeningltd@gmail.com
Fb: ITB Gardening And Tree Care Ltd

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

www.SootyTheSweep.com

Proudly serving the Isle of Purbeck since 1892
Dorset Funeral Plan Details Available on Request
www.jamessmithfunerals.co.uk
office@jamessmithfunerals.co.uk

60a Kings Road, Swanage
01929 422445 (24hrs)

Established 1980
Member of NACS & HETAS

Any flue swept
Nests removed
Cowls, pots, nets fitted
Ladder work
Wood burner servicing
Family business
Fully Insured

01929 427427/ 554700

PURBECK STONE
CONSTRUCTION
Stone supplied and fixed by

THE STONEWORK SPECIALISTS

Patios - Porches - Fireplaces - Walls, etc
Ross Prior, ‘Cosy Corner’
off Haycrafts Lane
Harmans Cross, Swanage
Telephone: 481217

Swanage & Purbeck

TAXI
Martin Williams
Airports • Docks • Tours • Hospitals

T: 07969 927424
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JONATHAN STEDMAN
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
Experienced | Local | Personal | Friendly

Tax & Accounts Advice
01929 480899
Email: jonathanstedman@hotmail.co.uk

BRIAN GLASSOCK BUILDERS LTD

BG

Extensions, Alterations,
Loft Conversions, Roofing,
Carpentry, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Stonework
& Repairs.

FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES
Established 1994

Tel: 01929 422732 Mob: 07720 851363

ST MICHAELS GARAGE
Valley Road, Swanage, BH19 3DX Email : info@smgswanage.co.uk
Telephone: 01929 480221 Fax: 01929 481221









New and Used Car Sales
Servicing & Repairs for All Makes
Full Range of BP Fuels & LPG
Convenience Shop
Automatic & Jet Car Wash
24hr Breakdown & Recovery Service
Post Office
“Motoring Locally Since the 60s”
“The Purbeck Ford Centre”

Tapworks Plumbing
No job too small
Bill Hamilton
Sole Owner
Corfe Castle
Isle of Purbeck
07841626412
Taps replaced, baths, toilets,
showers, loft tanks
basins, cylinders
leaks & drains sorted
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B.F.A. Albin
Painter & Decorator

Household Maintenance •
Big or Small Jobs •
Free Estimates •
Discounts for OAPs

Tel : 01929 422763
Mob: 07900 145950

