The Dubber

				

J anuary 2021

... Let's remember wassailing in
January 2020 with James as
the Wassail King.
Maybe we can do it again next year?

HEATRITE

DORSET PROPERTY SPECIALISTS
Contact Kate Anson of Purbeck Lettings for a free no obligation
valuation or for advice on any aspect of the rentals market
•
•
•
•

Plumbing & Heating Services
Harmans Cross

“Purbeck Lettings have been superb at managing our property”

Gas safe no 178698

Tel: 01929 480 597
www.purbecklettings.co.uk
kate@purbecklettings.co.uk

Phone Glenn for a free quote
or helpful advice on:
Home: 01929 288306
Mobile: 07815 134534

Letting Only Service
Letting and Rent collection
Full Management
Vacant Management

ISLE OF PURBECK

GARDEN MAINTENANCE & landscaping

MINI DIGGER AND OPERATOR FOR HIRE
Site / Garden Clearance, Landscaping,
Fencing, Paving, Tree Work,
Groundwork, Drainage and
all Types of Digger Work, Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Simon Harding

TEL: 01929 421462 or 07812104225

The Lady
Decorator

A.R.HARRIS & SON
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Unit 7, Purbeck Business Centre,
Victoria Avenue, Swanage Dorset BH19 1AU

Katie Francis

All aspects of decorating: Preparation, Painting,
Wallpapering, Murals, Kitchen unit painting
07780 504986
01929 792317
www.decoration-by-design.co.uk
Call Katie who is based in Langton Matravers for a
FREE No-obligation quote

Phone 01929 424518 Fax 01929 427519
Emergency 24hr call-out service 07976 848880
Fully Qualified Electricians
for all your electrical needs

National Inspection Council for
Electrical Installation Contracting

approved contractor

Dubber advert:

01929 439205
haysom@purbeckstone.co.uk
www.purbeckstone.co.uk

Bespoke flooring, worktops, fireplaces
Building
Landscaping, garden features
Carving & lettering
 Monumental
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Professional Carpet &
Window Cleaning
15 Hillsea rd
swanage bh19 2ql
Telephone 426346 or 07919 277 568

MS Sports Massage &
Soft Tissue Therapy

Penny Cleaver

Professional Plantsman Gardener

Level 5 BTEC - Sports & Remedial Massage

•
•
•
•
•

Decreases muscle tension, improves flexibility,
boosts performance, faster injury recovery
Mobile sports massage therapy
Treatment in your own home at a time to suit you

30 years practical gardening experience
R.H.S. Advanced Certificate in Horticulture
Plant selection and maintenance
Expertise in herbaceous beds and borders
Creativity and individuality

Telephone: Penny 07870 437967
email: pen.jl@hotmail.com

Mel Shanks: 07795 198857

Facebook: mssportsmassage
email: mssportsmassage@yahoo.com

Holme for Gardens

• Your Local Garden Centre with knowlegeable staff
• Large Farm Shop with Local Produce at its best
• The Orchard Café with delicious Holme-made
cakes, cream teas & lunches
Holme Nurseries Ltd, West Holme Farm, Wareham, Dorset. BH20 6AQ

01929 554716 | www.holmeforgardens.co.uk

Harmans Cross Village Hall
Splendid facilities include:
•
•
•

Large main hall & separate meeting room ideal for all events
Advanced audio, digital projection & lighting systems,
fully fitted commercial kitchen, two-way servery & patio
doors to outside terrace
New Children’s Playground & large recreational field
Adjacent to Swanage Railway with ample parking
space

Please phone Tina/David on 480540

Full details, prices & information at
www.harmanscrosshall.co.uk
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Thinking of selling your property?
For Free Marketing Advice
in complete conÞdence, without obligation

Corbens

contact
The Property Professionals
for Swanage and the Isle of Purbeck

01929 422284

April Cottage & Lapland Lodge B&B
Swiss Cheese Fondue
& Raclette Evenings
October to May

Open to all but reservation
essential (max 8 persons)
Anglo - Swiss hospitality at its best!
Info: www.purbeckbedandbreakfast.net
Tel: 01929 477 173 / 07753 244 328
Harmans Cross, Swanage BH19 3DS

corbens.co.uk

w.f.snook & son Ltd 		
Installers of

Pvc-u and Aluminium

Windows · Doors · Patio Doors
Bifolding Doors

Fensa
13202

Conservatories · Sectional Garage Doors
Doors · Guttering
‘Kestrel’ Pvc-u Fascia · Soffit · Mouldings etc
Tel/Fax. 01929 481581

10 Year insurance backed guarantee

DOORS, WINDOWS & LOCKS

GLASS REPAIRS: MISTED, DAMAGED DOUBLE
GLAZED UNITS REPLACED
PVC-U & TIMBER WINDOWS & DOORS INSTALLED
INTERIOR DOORS FITTED - CAT FLAPS FITTED
PVC-U DOOR PANELS REPLACED
LOCKS OPENED, REPLACED, UPGRADED
SNAPPED KEYS EXTRACTED
HANDLES - HINGES - LETTER BOXES - SEALS - GASKETS REPLACED
SECONDARY GLAZING SUPPLIED & INSTALLED
Tel: 01929 481496
Mobile: 07484186617
Email: dwlocks@outlook.com

FENSA, MTC-CRB CHECKED. GGFI INSURANCE-BACKED GUARANTEE
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All types of Building Work undertaken

Fully Qualified Tradesmen
FREE ESTIMATES
“Newfoundlands”, Newfoundlands Close
Worth Matravers, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 3LX
Email: Jeremybuilding@btinternet.com
Tel/Fax: 01929 439209 Mobile 07966 216288

view on-line at www.thedubber.co.uk
Editorial Opinion

A

s we slide into a new, and
hopefully healthier year, I want
to take time just to think about our
young people who have probably
had the worst of the pandemic
experience. In October, I felt so sorry
for the University Freshers who were
imprisoned in their halls, working online, without decent food or a chance
to enjoy their new uni experience and
then blamed for spreading Covid. What an awful start!
Brexit has also damaged the university experience for
numerous students in many ways. The most important is
probably the Erasmus exchange programme allowing students
to study in Europe. This will not now be available to them
which is a huge loss, particularly to linguists.
Many Secondary schools have also been badly hit by Covid
and children have missed weeks of school due to isolating
while some are still unsure when, how, or even if, their exams
will go ahead in the summer. Successive lockdowns have also
laid many young people open to mental health problems.
At the same time, the only certainty these young people
face is the fact that they are going to be the ones paying for
Covid and Brexit for the rest of their lives. These young people
didn't vote for Brexit nor were they Covid vulnerable but they
have suffered, and will suffer the consequences. We owe them
a great deal.
Have a good New Year, Angela
ed@thedubber.co.uk
Deadline for Next Issue
The editor, Angela Bell, appreciates the early submission of
contributions but, for those cutting it fine, the deadline for
the February issue is noon on Thursday, 21 January & it
will be ready for collection on Tuesday, 26 January.Contributions & Notifications
The editor welcomes news contributions and letters as
well as notifications of events within the Parishes for the
What’s On section and, space permitting, for free ‘one off ’
box adverts which are included at the Editor’s discretion.
These can be submitted online to ed@thedubber.co.uk or
by post to The Editor, 2 The Steddings, Langton Matravers, BH19 3EU ((427202).
How to Format Submissions
Preferably, all emailed Dubber submissions should be
sent as 12 point Times New Roman (or Minion Pro, if
you have it) plain type (i.e. no bold, italic or underlining)
aligned left with single line spacing.

Langton Matravers PC

Parish Clerk - Roger Khanna
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What’s On

Advertising & Distribution
The Dubber Secretary deals with enquiries regarding
Distribution and Yearly advertising. The secretary is Katie Curtis, (secretary@thedubber.co.uk); The Vestry, St
George’s Church, St George’s Close, Langton Matravers,
Swanage, BH19 3HZ ((427822). Please contact Katie
(office hours on page 6) if you have any queries about the
receipt of your Dubber copy or if you would like to know
more about advertising in The Dubber; If you are a distributer in need of help or advice please speak to the person who delivers your bundles to you and escalate to Katie
in plenty of time if you have an issue. Additionally, if you,
or someone you know, are leaving/have left the parishes
and would like to continue to receive a copy of The Dubber, please contact the Secretary via email or telephone to
arrange this. Dubber distributers are always needed!

Parish Council Information

Parish Clerk - Dr Mary Sparks
Address - The Parish Office, 1A High Street, Langton
Matravers. (Open: Mon, Weds, Fri, 9-10.30am)
Email: langtonmatravers@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
Web: www.langtonmatravers-pc.org
Phone: 01929 425100

Worth Matravers PC

WELCOME & CONTENTS

Email: worthmatraversparishclerk@gmail.com
Web: www.worthmatraversparishcouncil.org
Phone: 01929 439044
Corfe Castle PC (Kingston)
Parish Clerk - Michelle Harrington
Address: 34 Egmont Road, Poole Dorset BH16 5BZ
Email: CorfeCastlePC@aol.com
Web: www.corfecastlepc.org.uk
Phone: 01202 670105
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THE PARISHES OF THE PURBECK HILLS

PRE-SCHOOL
SERVICE
The next Pre-school
Service TBA
The Dubber is the
mouthpiece of the Parishes
of the Purbeck Hills
St James’, Kingston
St George’s, Langton Matravers
St Nicholas of Myra,Worth Matravers
with Harmans Cross
The Chapel of St Aldhelm’s Head

Associate Priest
Revd James Mercer
(01929 422454
8james_staldhelm@icloud.com

Benefice Administrator
Katie Curtis
Office Hours 9 -1pm
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday
The Vestry
St George’s Church
St George’s Close
Langton Matravers
Swanage
BH19 3HZ
(01929 427822
8office@purbeckbenefice.plus.com
Keep updated with events and visit the
website, Facebook or Twitter
www.purbeckhillsbenefice.wordpress.com
@StAldhelm

January 2021
Tell the Truth
After a year when ‘fake news’ and opaque,
disingenuous announcements about ‘Australian style
deals’ and no-deals have become the new normal,
how about rising to the challenge to make 2021 the year of truth telling*?
Tell the truth to the person you share your life with. About what you
think, how you feel and what you want. Tell the truth about what you do
when no one is looking.
Tell the truth to your children. About the big things and the little things.
Help them not to be afraid of naming what they see. Show them what it
means to live in truth, to defend truth and to stand up for truth.
Tell the truth to your friends. About how you really are, your struggles
and the state of your life.
Tell the truth at work. Speak up about what you see happening. Tell the
truth to your boss, the people you are responsible for and to customers and
clients.
Tell the truth in your community. In your clubs, churches, to neighbours
and on your WhatsApp groups.
Tell the truth to people in the pub and the person who cuts your hair.
Tell the truth to the person who wants what you cannot give them. Look
them in the eye and tell them your answer truthfully.
Tell the truth on social media. To those who are near and those far
away. To those with whom you often agree and those you normally disagree. Speak truth whether you are greeted with applause, silence or anger.
Let truth erode the echo chambers we live in.
Tell the truth to God. It is what He is there for.
Tell the truth so you become better at telling the truth.
Tell the truth carefully, compassionately, humbly, politely and precisely.
Tell the truth without shouting or yelling into a megaphone. Let truth
cut through lies, obfuscation and passive-aggression.
Tell the truth with love and grace so that others can hear what you are
saying. But don’t let shallow kindness or cheapened grace hide what is true.
Tell the truth because it is the right thing to do.
Tell the truth because it helps others. Tell the truth because of the person
it turns you into.
Tell the truth not because reality is comfortable, but because it’s the only
thing we truly have.
Tell the truth because engaging with reality is the only way to change
reality.
Tell the truth because the truth sets us free.

Aldhelm Benefice

Churchwardens

Langton Matravers
Chris Meadows (01929 426544
Janet Robinson (07986 553969
Worth Matravers
Hugh Cochrane (01929 439309
Liz Hoad (01929 439380
6 The Dubber

Rectory Reflections

James Mercer
Priest with Responsibility for the Parishes of the Purbeck Hills
*To tell the truth, this encouragement to tell the truth was borrowed
and adapted from an article that first appeared on https://gracetruth.
blog - with permission.

THE PARISHES OF THE PURBECK HILLS

December & January Services

CHRISTINGLE

Thursday 24 December
Christmas Eve
4.30pm
Zoom Christingle
NB this is a Zoom only event:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86260803408
9.30pm Worth
Christmas Eucharist *
11.30pm Langton
Midnight Eucharist *
NB this service can be joined in person or via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85147325875
Friday 25 December
Christmas Day
10am Langton
Family Communion *
NB this service can be joined in person or via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84056613123
Christmas Eve/Christmas Day services in the Corfe
Valley parishes tbc. See website/Corfe Valley News for
details.
Sunday 27 December
11.15am Kingston

Christmas 1
Holy Communion (BCP) *

Sunday 3 January
9am Corfe
10am Langton

Christmas 2
Holy Communion
Prayer in the Morning

Wednesday 6 January
10am Langton

Watery Walk
Holy Communion

Sunday 10 January
9am Corfe
10am Langton
5pm Kingston		

Epiphany
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong (BCP)

Wednesday 13 January
10am Langton

Healed
Holy Communion

Sunday 17 January
8am Worth
9am Corfe
10am Langton
6pm Harmans Cross

Epiphany 2
Holy Communion (BCP
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evening Worship

Wednesday 20 January
10am Langton

Holy Communion

Sunday 24 January
9am Corfe
10am Langton
11.15 am Kingston		

Epiphany 3
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Commuinon

Wednesday 27 January
10am Langton

Holy Communion

W

e always look forward to welcoming lots of people to
our Christmas Eve Christingle services.

This year however it will be a bit different. Because
of the restricted numbers able to meet in church, we
will be offering a ‘virtual Christingle’ this year.
This will be live streamed via Zoom at 4.30pm on
Christmas Eve.
Here is the Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86260803408. The link can also be found on the
homepage of the Benefice website: https://purbeckhillsbenefice.wordpress.com
Please have an orange with you (ideally with a cross
cut into the top to take the small candle and the foil).
‘Christingle Kits’, consisting of cocktail sticks, ribbon, candle, and instructions can be collected from the
porches of the churches in Langton, Worth and Kingston from 10am on Christmas Eve. NB You’ll need to
provide the square of silver foil to hold the candle and
the sweets or fruit to put on the end of the cocktail
sticks.
We look forward to welcoming you to a time of
stories, music, film and Christingle making.Do maintain the tradition and join us at 4.30pm via Zoom on
Christmas Eve.
NB Christingle events help raise funds for the Children’s Society. The Children’s Society empowers young
people to make positive changes and rediscover their
hope. The Society works to create a society built for all
children.
To support this work you can give a donation this
Christmas to:
www.childrenssociety.org.uk/#make-a-donation
Thank you. James

Please note that due to Covid regulations, congregational numbers are restricted. You are invited to book a place at
any of the services marked * to avoid disappointment. Please contact Katie on 01929 427822 (Benefice Office) or
office@purbeckbenefice.plus.com to reserve seating. (Familes or groups in ‘bubbles’ may sit together).
Zoom links can be accesed via the homepage of the Benefice website: www.purbeckhillsbenefice.wordpress.com
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GENERAL NEWS

YOUR DUBBER NEEDS YOU

O

ver a year ago, we told you about the very large increases we had experienced in the price of ink from our supplier. Thanks to some very generous donations we have been
able to continue publishing, when at first it looked as though
we would have to give up.
Sadly Covid-19 has impacted on a significant number
of our advertisers and they have had to withdraw their advertising to cut costs or in a few cases because they are no
longer operating. That, combined with no longer having the
comfort of those donations, means 2021 is looking grim and
we forecast that we will lose around £1,000. Something the
Churches cannot afford to subsidise, as we all have building projects to fund, plus we have all lost money because
we have not been able to have fetes or similar fundraising
events.
So we are appealing for help to gain more advertising, as
you will read elsewhere, and also we are asking for donations
to help us survive the coming year. Anne, at the Post Office,
has kindly said that donations can be left there in a box we
will provide. If you want to do so by cheque it can be made
out to The Dubber. Alternatively you can send your donation to the Treasurer:- Mike Robinson, St George’s Church,
St George’s Close, Langton Matravers, Swanage. BH193HZ
or you can also send money electronically. The account details are – account name ‘St Georges PCC Langton Matravers’, account number 00016455, sort code 40-52-40. Please
make the payment reference ‘The Dubber’.
We desperately want to continue serving our community
by publishing this well-loved magazine and with your help
I’m sure we can. Thank you. Chris Meadows, Churchwarden

Advertisers Please

T

he Dubber mainly relies on advertising revenue to cover
its costs, and for a lot of our advertisers the last few years
plus COVID 19 have been challenging times. Although we
are continuously looking for new advertisers our numbers
are reducing so we would ask any of you with a business
to consider placing an advert (the standard terms are on
page???) or perhaps you could suggest to us businesses that
we could approach. With your help we can ensure the financial health of The Dubber. 		
The Dubber Team

Where am I?

CENSUS 2021 IS COMING

H

ouseholds across Dorset along with the rest of England
and Wales will soon be asked to take part in Census

2021
The census is a ten-yearly survey that gives us the most
accurate estimate of all the people and households in England and Wales. It has been carried out every decade since
1801, with the exception of 1941.
It will be the first run predominantly online, with households receiving a letter with a unique access code, allowing
them to complete the questionnaire on their computers,
phones or tablets. Those residents who are unable to complete the Census digitally will be supported by a phone helpline, a network of Census Support Centres or by ordering a
paper Census
“A successful census will ensure everyone from local
government to charities can put services and funding in the
places where they are most needed,” said Philip Eades, the
Census Engagement Manager for the area covered by Dorset
Council
“This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries, schools
and new transport routes. That’s why it is so important everyone takes part and we have made it easier for people to do
so online on any device, with help and paper questionnaires
for those that need them."
Census day will be on Sunday March 21st 2021 with
households across the country receiving letters with online
codes allowing them to take part from early March
The census will include questions about your sex, age,
work, health, education, household size and ethnicity. For
the first time there will be a question asking people whether
they have served in the armed forces, as well as voluntary
questions for those aged 16 and over on sexual orientation
and gender identity
Initial results will be available within 12 months, although personal records will be locked away for 100 years,
kept safe for future generations. Residents can be assured
that the Census form is completely confidential and personal data is not shared until the Census is opened up 100 years
later. On that subject Census 1921 will be available for research early in 2021
For more information visit census.gov.uk, follow @
CensusDorset on Twitter or contact Philip Eades on 07452
948119 or by email at philip.eades98@field.census.gov.uk.

DC Climate & Ecological emergency
strategy

B

S

o where is this small lake and who does it belong to?
Chris Meadows
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ack in May 2019, one of the first actions of the newly
formed Dorset Council was to declare a Climate Emergency, acknowledging that the Council needs to act on the
causes and impacts of climate change. In November 2019,
this was updated to a Climate and Ecological Emergency so
that the protection and enhancement of Dorset’s natural environment and wildlife biodiversity is also considered in our
climate emergency mitigation work.
To monitor and strategically guide this work, Dorset
Council formed the Climate Change and Ecological Emergency Executive Advisory Panel. Made up of elected members from different political parties, the Panel is responsible
for gathering information and working with officers to make
recommendations to Dorset Council’s Cabinet on actions
that will help mitigate against climate change. They have also
met with various organisations to hear their evidence and

ideas on how Dorset Council can help reduce the environmental impact of its own services, as well as support Dorset
communities to do the same.
Since the Climate Emergency declaration was made,
Dorset Council has recruited and employed full-time Corporate Sustainability Officers to lead and coordinate our response. They have also distributed somewhere in the region
of £1.8m in Low Carbon Dorset Grants and secured around
£10.5m from the Transforming Cities fund to create new
active travel walking and cycling routes over the next three
years. As well as securing a certified ‘green’ renewable energy
tariff for electricity supply from September 2020.
As I’ve stated before, while other councils around the
country may have chosen to set deadlines for carbon reduction and then work out how they’ll achieve them, I’ve always
wanted us to do the investigation and information-gathering
first before setting out our strategy.
This ensures that our action plan and timetable is both
realistic and achievable, as well as ambitious.
This strategy brings together a considerable amount of
work, made more challenging due to a lack of comparable
data as a result of Local Government Reorganisation and
recommends areas for action that will deliver a realistic
and achievable approach to ensuring Dorset Council is carbon-neutral by 2040, ahead of the UK government target.
Carbon reduction targets towards this are presented in the
strategy as an approach to ongoing monitoring and annual
evaluation of progress to ensure the pathway to carbon neutrality stays on track whilst also being adaptable to benefit
from future funding opportunities and technologies
This strategy was finalised during the COVID-19 lockdown era when we have seen just what can be achieved
when society pulls together behind an emergency situation
and what positive change can occur when unilateral effort is
focused on a shared outcome. The positive impacts on climate and ecological change brought about by the lockdown
period, global CO2 emissions dropped by approx. 17% to
levels not seen since 2006. In Dorset, the significant drop
in road traffic brought about an estimated 27% reduction in
carbon emissions. This shows us as a society what is possible
in a short time when ‘business as usual’ is adjusted. We must
not lose some of these gains and rush back to how things
were before the pandemic.
The ambitions and actions set out in this strategy must be
viewed alongside the financial pressures that are facing not
just Dorset Council but all Local Authorities, exacerbated at
the current time by the additional pressures brought about
by Dorset Council’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Whilst this strategy illustrates it will be possible to tackle
the low hanging fruit and combine carbon-reducing actions
with other priorities - placing climate change response at the
front and centre of our wider priorities - there will still be
a need for imaginative and innovative solutions working in
partnership with central government and the private sector.
The Climate and Ecological Emergency consultation
documents can be accessed via www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Dorset Local Plan

Why is the Local Plan important?
he Dorset Council Local Plan sets out planning policies and allocations to meet the needs of the whole of
the Dorset Council area until at least the year 2038. Once
adopted, the Local Plan, alongside any Neighbourhood

T

Plans, will be the legal starting point in determining planning applications for the area. The papers and plan can be
viewed at https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/mgAi.
aspx?ID=6723#mgDocuments
If there isn’t a local plan in place then the ability for Dorset Council to influence the location and character of developments is limited.
Why is consultation important?
Planning affects the future of Dorset. The council wants
to be sure that everybody can be involved in both the preparation of the Local Plan and decisions on planning applications.Involvement of public and stakeholders through the
plan making process is important, as it allows local knowledge and expertise to be gathered from a wide range of perspectives.
Who will be consulted?
The council is required to consult with a range of stakeholders including public bodies such as the Environment
Agency and voluntary bodies such as local charities.The
council will continue to consult town and parish councils,
who can provide a wealth of local knowledge and represent
the concerns of local residents. The Duty to Cooperate, a legal test that requires cooperation with neighbouring planning authorities, means that the council will be talking to
neighbouring councils to ensure that all housing and employment needs have been met.
To ensure proposals are deliverable, the council will
work with local landowners and the development industry,
alongside infrastructure and service providers.
The council believes that all residents and businesses operating in the area should have the opportunity to be
involved in the plan making process and they are therefore
invited to comment on the draft local plan.
When will this happen?
The first Dorset Council Local Plan consultation will begin in January 2021 and will last for eight weeks. There will
be a further opportunity to comment in late 2021 before the
Plan is submitted for independent examination and adopted
in 2023.
How you can have your say?
The draft Dorset Council Local Plan will be available
on the council’s website at www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-local-plan. During the consultation, there will be displays in libraries where you can borrow a hard copy of the
plan. A dedicated phone line will be available for enquiries
from Monday – Friday. The council will also be holding virtual webinars on key themes within the Local Plan for residents to discover and ask questions about proposals.
There is also a series of podcasts that have been developed to help people understand key local plan topics such
as consultation, housing, the Green Belt and infrastructure
(including roads and public transport). These are available
via Spotify, ITunes and Anchor.
What will happen to the old local and
neighbourhood plans?
The Draft Dorset Council Local Plan has used all the information gathered by former borough and district councils. The Purbeck Local Plan is the only one that was at an
advanced stage and, once it has completed, a final consultation and been independently examined, it will form part of
the Dorset area plan until the Dorset Council Local Plan is
adopted. Neighbourhood plans will be used in conjunction
with the overall Dorset Council Local Plan to inform planning decisions.. 			
Dorset Council
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National Trust

W

e are delighted to announce that the Dorset Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty Partnership, hosted by
Dorset Council, has received two of the first environmental
projects awarded from the government’s £80 million Green
Recovery Challenge Fund, bringing a total of £763,900 for
projects in Purbeck and West Dorset.
Purbeck heathland to benefit
In Purbeck, the Green Recovery Challenge Fund grant
of £549,900 will build on the work of Wild Purbeck and will
create a single unit of 1,370 ha lowland heathland mosaic at
the heart of the recently declared Purbeck Heaths National Nature Reserve (NNR) for grazing by cattle, ponies and
pigs. This will recover nature by reintroducing lost ecological processes, creating a more dynamic, complex and better-connected suite of habitats; thereby recovering diversity
and building resilience for some of Britain’s most threatened
species.
But the benefits aren’t solely for wildlife – the funds will
help restore the NNR’s nature-rich landscape to the heart of
the local community, reconnecting people and nature. The
grazing unit will support local grazing businesses and quality sustainable meat producers; it will formalise links with
local schools and community groups. The project will also
bring tourism and activity providers together with conservationists, to develop a sustainable ecotourism destination,
harnessing the opportunity to make nature recovery an asset
to the local and wider community.

OUR LOCAL BUTTERFLIES

P

eople who know of my enthusiasm for butterflies often
ask me how they are faring locally, and my response is
generally reminiscent of the curate's egg; good in parts. That
is not to say that there are not important general trends.
Most readers will be aware of the dramatic decline in insect
numbers and biodiversity over recent years, and we are certainly not immune from this trend locally. Intensive agriculture, land development and climate change have all taken
their toll, but at least we still have good areas of protected
habitat within Purbeck under the aegis of bodies such as the
National Trust, Durlston Country Park and various wildlife
organisations, and this has limited the general decline in local biodiversity.
So what are the local trends amongst the butterflies in
our gardens and the surrounding countryside? To the casual observer, the most obvious is the decrease in numbers of
the ‘showy’ species which we love to see nectaring on flowers and bushes such as buddleia. Once the commonest of
these, the Small Tortoiseshell is now a rarity, Peacock and
Red Admiral numbers are down and it is some years since
we had a major influx of the migrant Painted Lady. And further afield, those two lovely blue butterflies of the chalk and
limestone slopes, the Adonis and Chalkhill Blue, are not doing well. Numbers of the former have shown a sharp recent
decline, while sightings of the Chalkhill Blue this year are a
mere handful. On a more positive note, some members of
the Brown family are doing well, notably the Marbled White
which is now abundant in ‘unimproved’ grassy areas, and
the Ringlet which has expanded its range from woodlands
into more open bushy areas. And of course, vegetable gardeners would appreciate seeing fewer Large and Small White
butterflies around their brassicas!
The current popularity for creating small areas of wild
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flowers and rough grass within our gardens not only helps
our butterflies, but enables us to see and enjoy them more.
You may be surprised at the variety it attracts. There are
around sixty species of butterfly in the UK, and around half
are possible sightings locally. I regularly see around 25 in my
garden during the season, and this year had a record 27, so
why not see how many you can see and recognise in your
own patch?
And a final throwaway line on the weather this year.
The rainfall in Worth this October was 7.3 inches, the same
total as the five combined and consecutive spring/summer
months of March to July! 			
Colin Nunn

Corfe Castle Surgery

A

s we say goodbye to the unusual year of 2020 we hope
that in 2021 we will get back on track with the Covid-19 vaccine that will be offered to eligible patients in due
course. Please be assured that you will be contacted as soon
as you become eligible and advised when and where you will
be vaccinated. The six surgeries of Purbeck will be working
collaboratively to bring the programme to all of our patients.
Please contact the Surgery with any queries or concerns that
you may have.
You will probably have noticed if you have rung into
the surgery or been in to collect prescriptions that we have
a new receptionist, we welcome Melanie to the team and I
can assure you that she will be trained to the high standard
expected of Corfe Castle Surgery.
It is happy news all round this month as we announce
that Dr Vicky Gunn will be on maternity leave from early
2021, with the expectation that she will be off for the remainder of 2021. Congratulations Vicky!
Moving forward, we would like to encourage as many
of you as possible to order prescriptions via the Sytmonline
website. This is to continue trying to reduce the amount of
paper prescriptions that we see and to free up the phone lines
as much possible. If you able to access a computer, tablet or
smart phone and you would like to try this, please speak to
reception to obtain a user name and log-in and we can help
you get started. It is a very safe and secure way to order prescriptions and instead of having to call the dispensary within
the 2 hour window it can be ordered any time of day. We
wish you all a Happy New Year.
Kerry Norman, Practice Manager

PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP

W

e have said goodbye to 2020, an extraordinary year
bringing many difficulties and some great hardship
and loss but also moments of joy and special poignancy.
We have been humbled by all the good we’ve seen (friends,
neighbours, families, and volunteers helping in countless
ways for months, not forgetting the surgery staff soldiering
on with little time off). 2021 has finally arrived with new
hope. Let’s cautiously embrace the prospect of some normality returning during the year. As a PPG we shall be keen to
develop our role and resume our activities as soon as we’re
advised it’s safe to do so.
You may have seen the actor Michael Sheen talked movingly on TV about loneliness at Christmas. He asked us to
reach out to someone we knew who was living on their own
by calling them up for a chat or inviting them to go for a
walk. This is, of course, what many people in our terrific
community (e.g. Aquarius) have been doing for months.

Christmas may have passed but what Michael Sheen said
still holds true. January and February are dark, cold months
when older people spend more time indoors so please let’s
carry on!
LiveWell Dorset, a local health-promoting organisation,
is launching a New Year’s initiative called Note to Self. It’s
not too late to take part. It invites us to move aside from
the challenges of last year and make a fresh start by setting
our own healthy- living goal for the year. It could be, e.g., to
take a certain amount of exercise each week, to lose a specific amount of weight, to give up smoking or fix a target
for drinking less. The idea is that you write a ‘Note to Self ’
making a pledge. You can then register it with Livewell Dorset. They will send you tips and support to help you achieve
your goal. If you’d like to contact them their phone numbers
are 0800 840 1628 or 01305 233105. Their email address is
livewelldorset.co.uk. Alternatively, if you’d prefer to do it on
your own then go for it! Good luck and we’d be delighted to
have any success stories please (via the surgery or marysabbenclare@gmail.com).
Finally, a gentle reminder to us all. If we have a booked
phone appointment at the surgery please help them by being
available to take the call at that time. Many thanks.
PPG

Where am I answer

T

his is Pitman's Pond near Wytch Farm. We walk there
from the road across Hartland Moor. We stop at the top
of the slope down to the lane that leads to Middlebere Farm.
We cross the grass area on the north side of the road and
through the small wood at the other side. Then through the
field once you have crossed a small bridge, then over another bridge on the other side of the field. Then we follow the
stream to our left for about 250 yards and the Pond is on the
right. It belongs to the Purbeck Angling Club, where you can
fish for carp, roach, rudd, roach x rudd hybrids, eels, tench
and perch. 			
Chris Meadows

LANGTON MATRAVERS PARISH COUNCIL
LANGTON MATRAVERS

December Virtual Meeting
resent: Cllr W Knight in the Chair, Cllrs P Christie, P
White, P Loudoun, D Pearson, A Bell, I Vaughan-Arbuckle, M Kirby. Four members of the public also ‘attended’.
A recording of the meeting can be obtained from the Parish
Office on receipt of an SAE. with a memory stick.
National Trust Report
Despite work, there is still Google misinformation on
vehicular access to Dancing Ledge; please feed back to
them if you see it. The Acton ‘no vehicular access to coast’
sign should be established shortly. Rangers are back in full
strength after furlough. The Trust have made a successful bid
for half a million pounds from the Green Recovery Challenge Fund for a year’s work on management of Purbeck
Heaths; this work will include plans for sustainable tourism.
Mr Clarke agreed to support scrub clearance around trees
at the Millennium wood at Acton gate, and to extend the
planting.
Planning Matters
• a) 6/2019/0641, P & J Dyer Ltd, Knaveswell Farm,
Knitson, Corfe Castle, Wareham, BH20 5JB. Outline Planning Permission for conversion and alteration of farm buildings to tourist accommodation

P

and formation of new car park with landscaping as
a Reserved Matter. No Objection, as long as mitigation is put in place for bats/swallows as necessary. If
a change is made to residential use, this should be
for local families. The conversion should have a low
carbon footprint in the build and use.
• b) 6/2020/0449 Mr S Lock, Land south of North
Lease Farm, Knitson To Valley Road, Knitson, Corfe Castle, BH20 5JB. Change of use of rural building
to residential dwelling, with associated alterations,
parking provision and defined curtilage. No Objection, but would ask that: 1. proper mitigation is put
in place for the bats. 2. the building has a zero-carbon footprint. 3. Residential use should remain in
perpetuity for local people. 4. the Highways officer
should visit the site if he has not already done so, to
assess the relative difficulties of vehicular access in
the lane before making his report.
It was agreed to ask the Head of DC Planning i) why, a
year later, the Planning Officer concerned had still not made
a formal decision on the outline application for affordable
housing at Crack Lane (6/2019/0656), and ii) why there had
not been consultation about a change to the plans at Spyway
Orchard to include six shared ownership dwellings instead
of the Open Market provision originally planned.
New Play Area
Council agreed to negotiate a new lease with DC, changes to include: i) 20 year term, ii) Extension into NE corner of
the field in line with the current fence to the S of the swings,
iii) Hedge or eg stone boundary demarcation instead of a requirement for a fence. They also agreed which supplier they
will use, and the Clerk will start to apply for grant funding to
match that already saved towards the project.
Memorial to the Late Cllr Lovell
It was agreed to plant a tree outside the Parish Office in
his memory; a proper ceremony will be held when current
restrictions are lifted.
Pick a patch
For those parishioners unable to join organised litter
picks, please do choose a patch to pick whenever convenient,
and report to Bridget Graham (contact the Parish Office and
I’ll pass on) what you found.
Next Meeting
The next virtual Parish Council meeting is at 7pm on
Thursday 14 January 2021. For information about how to
attend remotely, see the ‘Virtual Meeting attendance Procedure’ on the LMPC website, or contact the clerk. A full version of the December draft Minutes can be found at www.
langtonmatravers-pc.org . Contact Details p5
Mary Sparks, Parish Clerk

Spyway Orchard Updates
If you would like to receive updates on the perogress
of the development , opleae send your email to the
LMPC at langtonmatravers@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
and it will be passed on to James Mole from Drew
Smith who will supply ongoing information.
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WORTH MATRAVERS

WORTH MATRAVERS PARISH COUNCIL

COVID 19 EXTRAORDINAIRY
CIRCUMSTANCES/December meeting
RESENT Cllrs J Burden Chairman, Cllr I Bugler, Cllrs C
Melville, Mrs. C Vosper R Woolford
ADMINISTRATION
The Parish Council’s December rearranged meeting notices and meeting arrangements provided for public attendance. No members of the public attended. In person access
was permitted to the hall under the current government
guidelines. Full safety procedures as set out in national and
local guidance for work use of public halls were followed.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The Draft Minutes of the Council meeting held on Tuesday, 3 November had been previously circulated. As proposed by Cllr Woolford and seconded by Cllr Vosper Bugler
these were agreed by all Councillors as a true and accurate
record, and signed by the Chairman.
CLERKS REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING
The Clerk updated that no information had yet been supplied from SSE Contracting on the installation of the new
lanterns for the two new Street Lights at the junction of Haycrafts lane and the Valley road A351 to be funded by the
Parish Council. The Clerk would pursue SSE again.
The PC discussed the standing stone by Bladon WM
and all Cllrs as present agreed that it should not have been
removed, The PC had acknowledged the petition but questioned its relevance as the stone had been removed without
prior permission being sought.
CORRESPONDENCE
The PC noted the deferral of the Studland Ferry Virtual Public Inquiry until 6 January. The Clerk confirmed they
would not be directly represented. Further objections in writing to the Inspector supporting Studland Parish Council’s
objections and highlighting the need for an independently
secured Ferry replacement Reserve account would be made
following this meeting. With the company history of income
received from price increases over the last ten years the need
was for no price increase to be approved in the absence of
any satisfactory proposal for financing a fully independently
protected legal fund for a £10 +Million ferry replacement.
The PC agreed to defer further consideration of the Outline proposal for Worth village playground improvements to
a working group of local Worth Cllrs. They would then be
able to involve local Worth residents direct on development
of individual items proposed.
The PC noted the resignation of Parish Councillor Karen
Riggs. All present were sympathetic to the reasons for her
resignation arising from the Covid 19 effect on her Swanage
business. The PC wished her better fortune in her necessary
relocation to live and work in the Poole area.
HIGHWAY MATTERS
The PC noted the continuing lack of effective DC action
to move on the longstanding (2018-2020) unauthorised
and illegal Volkswagen van and caravan parking which had
quickly returned from Crack Lane in LM to the Royal Observer post in WM. The Clerk had supplied to DC information on their available legal powers to ensure enforcement
action to remove this blight. No Legal Notice had yet been
served by DC.
After 18 months with Dorset Highways for action an investigation on site by Cllr Melville had now led to the identi-
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fication by the PC of this vehicle. The Clerk had investigated
further to confirm the vehicle identity together with its lack
of an MOT or vehicle excise licence both longstanding since
9 Oct 2019 and January 2019 respectively.
Although a matter for DC as Highway Authority their
inaction to date meant the Clerk would now have to contact
the Police direct for assistance and the DVLA for enforcement each using their own separate enforcement powers.
These it was understood did not include powers for general removal or a requirement to relocate this vehicle both of
which responsibilities lay with Dorset Council.
The DC Cllr Brooks was again asked to give priority after
some 18 months of inaction to getting her DC officers to
take the necessary enforcement to remove this vehicle from
the highway.
The PC rejected proposals by the DC Cllr Brooks that
it should part fund certain drainage works on Banks Hill
Worth village where surface water flooding out of the road
surface had continued unrectified for many months in the
village centre across large areas of this carriageway With
current winter conditions the road was frozen over at times
causing further safety hazards. The PC did not consider the
£3K DC proposal would rectify the existing problem and
considered that this responsibility to maintain the safe flow
of traffic was one solely for DC as the Highway Authority. It
was agreed the PC should submit a Freedom of Information
request to ascertain what DC had actually done in respect
of rectifying this ongoing problem over the past 12 months.
PLANNING AND TREE WORK APPLICATIONS
• TWA TPO/2020/136 Knolldown, Valley Road,
Harmans Cross, BH20 5HU: (H1) Cypress hedgefell;(G1) Oak, ash, hazel - fell;(T10) Sycamore fell;(T22) Oak – fell TPO Dorset Council (Knolldown, Valley Road, Harmans Cross) (Ref. TPO 507)
The PC objected to these proposals. The substantial
L shaped hazel hedge over 2m in height was an
important landscape feature on land adjoining the
highway Similarly the development as approved
should have protected adjacent trees as usually required by TPOs.
• Cornerstone and Vodafone Ltd TEL/2020/0002 Worth Matravers Parish Council Car Park BH19
3LF A request for a legal determination of Dorset
Council as to whether or not Prior Approval is required for the siting & appearance of a 20m column
to support 6 antennas, 2 transmission dishes & 2
equipment cabinets with compound fencing & ancillary development. No comment
• PA6/2020/0451: Rocklee, Worth Matravers, Swanage, BH19 3LF Convert roof space to habitable accommodation including installation of 4 roof lights
No objection. The PC was unsure as to why this development required a planning consent as the rooflight works proposed in the roof would not they felt
usually require planning consent.
COUNCILLOR RAISED INFORMATION
AND OTHER ITEMS
Cllr Bugler confirmed the receipt and planting of the
gifted but very tiny Woodland Trust trees around the perimeter of the car park.
The PC noted the removal of the padlock at the gate into
the extension of the car park. It was agreed to seek to find
out who had removed it and why and to replace it with a new

combination lock
The PC agreed to the purchase of a new set of reflectors
to go on the fence posts on the entrances and exits to Worth
village. Cllr Chairman would as previously procure these
and erect them where required to maintain continuity.
The next PC meeting is to be arranged as a (Minute 2391)
Special Meeting in January at HXVH This would be advertised as Open to the Public to attend and observe and held
in compliance with the Covid 19 Parish Council and Village
Hall Management Committee Risk Assessments criteria.
			
Roger Khanna, Parish Clerk
KINGSTON

Corfe Castle PARISH COUNCIL

DECEMBER meeting
Budget and Precept for 2021-2
Much of our meeting was devoted to a detailed look at
the Parish Council budget for next year. The scope of the
Council’s responsibilities has grown considerably in the last
two years. We took over the toilets and the residents’ car park
in West Street in 2019 and earlier this year God’s Acre.
The draft budget proposes continuing the services we
offer including the playground, grass cutting of the Sports
Field, the youth club and keeping the pavements weed free.
A major upgrade of the playground is proposed this coming year to be financed from our reserves. We propose an
increase in the grant to God’s Acre upkeep as the income
has dropped and is less than the cost of maintenance. We
are also considering the engagement of a Village Caretaker
for a minimum of 5 hours a week to do small repairs and
improvements and keep the Parish tidy. We will make a final
decision on this proposal at the January meeting.
By tight budgeting with no addition to the reserves we
hope we can finance this new service with an increase in our
budget of 1.8%. The number of households paying Council
tax has reduced so the headline increase would be 2.9%. If
you would like to know more or have any comments please
see our website or talk to the Clerk
National Trust
The ‘Reset’ programme for the Isle of Purbeck portfolio is
99.9% complete and we are happy to say that there have been
no compulsory redundancies and are pushing on towards
some degree of ‘business as usual’ with planning for 2021
across Corfe, Studland and the Countryside.
The Castle, tea-room, ticket office and shop all reopened
on Thursday, 3 December in line with Government guidance. Castle View will only be open on the weekends with
the exception of 19 Dec – 3 Jan where it will be open every
day (apart from 25/26 Dec). We will be running a Winter
Trail based around the theme of Peter Rabbit, this will be
during the normal opening hours of 10am – 4pm, there will
be no late-night evening events for public visitors.”
Environmental Group
Corfe Castle Parish Council Environmental Group is
hosting a Peoples Assembly on 5 January 2021 from 7.30pm
via Zoom as 20 January deadline is fast approaching to respond to Dorset Council’s Strategy & Action Plan on the
Climate & Ecological Emergency. The Environmental group
would encourage you to make you own individual response,
however, please also join them at their Peoples Assembly
where everyone's contribution will be heard & valued and all
comments, opinions, ideas, fears & questions will be gath-

ered & then submitted as part of a collective consultation
response. The Assembly will be online via Zoom, but you
can also join by phone Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/83405860673, Phone: 020 3901 7895 - when prompted
enter ID 834 0586 0673, for more details head to the Environment Group page @ www.corfecastlepc.org.uk
The next Council meeting will be on the 11 January, 2021
at 7pm via Zoom. The Council will confirm its budget and
precept for 2021-2022. The Public is welcome to attend and
participate in the public half hour at the start of the Council
meeting. Details will be posted on the website & on Facebook by Tuesday, 5 January 2021. Contact details p5.
Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook, for all the latest
updates at https://www.facebook.com/CorfeCastlePC
Finally, a Happy New Year from all your Parish Councillors and Clerk and let’s hope that 2021 is full of joy and
laughter. 			
Michelle Harrington
NEWS FROM NOWHERE

Wallaker

I

n the depths of Winter it is good to look forward to
Spring. Perhaps the Swallow is the best-known harbinger,
but another early bird is the Wheatear. It likes open country, such as the walled fields towards the cliffs or the top of
Nine Barrow Down. My father remembered an old quarryman saying, "The Yatch-matchers appear with the first fogs
in March." It was his name for the bird. Another name, now
also largely forgotten, is Wall-Acker. They 'acked along the
walls in the same way as Fuzz-Ackers 'acked about the gorse.
The latter was probably the Wheatear's 'cousin' - the Stonechat - or the Dartford Warbler, or maybe both.
The Wheatear 'tribe' are generally birds of steppe, savannah or desert. 'Ours' winters in sub-Saharan Africa then flies
as far north as the Arctic. Those northern-most breeders are
a bit bigger and come north later, some stopping briefly here
in May, before continuing to cross the Denmark Strait, one
of the most storm-tracked seas on earth.
An early nineteenth century painting of Portland shows
little cairn-like piles of stones. These were Wheatear traps
(the Portlanders had another name for the bird - 'Snalter', or
some such word). Each pile was constructed with a hollow
concealing a horsehair noose. When the bird entered (they
nest in crannies), with 'luck' it got snared. W. H. Hudson,
that informative describer of nineteenth century rural England, mentions the shepherds of the Sussex Downs constructing the same sort of trap, but by using turves. The gentry frequenting Brighton at that time paid a high price for
their bird delicacy.
One wonders if the same thing was going on round here,
but that it's gone unrecorded. Also, how many birds were
there in those days? One wonders, too, about the old quarryman's interest. Did he view them as something to eat or was
it something else? On noticing my boyhood interest in birds,
one 'old hand' said "You should have met old so-and-so. He
knew everything about up cliff. He knew where all the flowers grew. Do you know how a spider gets across a stream? He
used to watch 'em - he could tell you." Is the current appreciation of nature a reaction to the worst excesses of industrialisation, as frequently claimed, or was it ever thus?
An ornithological acquaintance returned from Africa
with deeply depressing reports. Wintering Swallows are being caught in their thousands and sent to the Far East for
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food. The northern coast has mile upon mile of bird-catching nets. Who knows how many Wheatears are being caught.
"Watch er me ol' acker" was a friendly greeting (remember Acker Bilk?). Let's hope next March will see some Wall
Ackers return again. When caught out in the Channel in
thick weather, they land as soon as they make the coast. So,
next March, first fog, early morning, see you down Dancing
Ledge ware! Don't forget the thermos.
Wall-Acker/Wall Hacker/ Wall 'Acker....... What Ev'!

Rachels Reflexions

W

hat a year 2020 was with everyone's lives turned upside down at the end of March. The key workers had
too much work, and nurses and carers were rushed off their
feet and in danger of getting sick. Town people were stuck in
flats and those in the countryside trying to see no-one. We
had just been told how serious the climate change was, and
then we had rain, drought, summer gales and unusual cold
and in December rain, rain and more rain.
However, May and June gave me time to think, I learned
so much about my garden and myself. I waste so much time
looking for things I have just put down somewhere, being
disorganised with feeding and watering my animals, and
losing my garden tools. Realising I am getting older means
that I must make life simpler so I have got a lot out of this
difficult year by organizing my life. We learn from hard
times; lets learn from ‘20 and look forward to ‘21.
Our way of living has changed so much now and it has
been changed by innovation and media. Businesses wanting to sell more and more products making us a consumer
nation so we have forgotten how to “make do”. In the 1940s
and 50s when I grew up, we seem to have been much happier
and more positive. We had rationing and very little money
so we had to help cook all food from scratch, better for us. In
the daytime summer or winter, rain or shine we fed calves,
hens, ducks and milked cows twice a day. In the evenings as
well as school work, we had to darn holes in socks and make
all our clothes. As a child I didn’t know that life was better
somewhere else and so I was happy with what we had!
The media shows us other ways of living, but people keep
on talking about getting back to normal. What is normal?
Everything changes, and we must look forward to a good,
but different, future. Things are going to be very difficult
with climate change and now various new economic and
health issues, but with the correct decisions we can build a
better future.
With many people needing homes, especially young people, let's look at building healthy, environmentally friendly places to live. We could have gardens beside the road to
grow small trees and easy-care flowering plants, for clearer
air. Also, front gardens can be managed by the people living
on the ground floor, and the second story should have a flat
roof for a roof garden. If all households had a balcony facing
the sun it would help people’s mental and physical health,
as sitting is the sun has been proved to be so good for us.
Looking at green vegetation and pretty flowers is proven to
reduce mental health disorders.
When planning new homes, we also need to keep climate
change in mind. It is not suitable to build houses on flood
plains unless we can alter the way we build them to cope
with increasingly damaging weather patterns. Also important to the environment is that all surface water should run to
a soakaway or a pond with reeds, shrubs and trees around it
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to clean the air and water. For now, people drain it away fast
so it floods other houses lower down the river system and
washes soil nutrients to the sea.
In November we will host the UN climate change conference, and it is frightening listening to people demanding
the government to make huge changes. I believe that we all
need to change our way of living to show big businesses and
the government that we want a beautiful world for our great
grandchildren.
At this time of year, we should look at nature and take
things easier, rest and keep warm. I am looking at plant catalogues and ordering plants that can cope with the changeable weather. Looking forward to ordering my vegetable
seeds so I can be self-sufficient with vegetables and fruits.
My new year resolution is to keep myself healthy getting out
whatever the weather, not buying non-recyclable plastic or
any clothes made of plastic as well as not buying any harmful
chemicals. I look forward to the coming year, especially the
warmer weather! 			
Rachel Helfer

What's on

december 2020
?

7.30pm

WMPC Meeting

HXVH

14

7pm

LMPC Meeting

Zoom

11

7pm

CCPC Meeting

Zoom

Happy
New
Year

HELP US UNDERSTAND
WHAT WORKS TO
PREVENT AND TREAT COVID-19
What have you done to try and prevent you, or a loved one,
catching Covid-19?
If you became ill, what treatments did you try?
By filling out our survey, your answers will be combined
with thousands of others from across the world.
Together we can work towards a better
understanding of Covid-19 and how to beat it.
Anyone over the age of 16 is eligible to
participate in the study so please spread the
word and encourage others to complete it.
Everyone who completes the survey can be
entered into a prize draw to win one of 60
vouchers worth between £5 and £500.

↗

For more details and to complete the survey

scan the QR code or go to www.rtocovid19.com

FUNDRAISING RAFFLE
£1 A RAFFLE STRIP

To be drawn on Wednesday, 13 January
To raise funds in aid of St George’s Pre-School

Over 100 prizes to be won!
Tickets on sale:

• By purchase Wednesday morning (9th, 16th December & 6th and 13th January) 8.3010am outside Langton Scout & Guide Hut. Please respect social distancing,
wear masks and bring exact change.
• By purchase at Swanage Pizza and Burgers by the Library. Please wear a mask
to enter.
• By box inside preschool railings. Place money and contact details inside and
envelope and place in box by the railings. Please do not enter preschool
premises to do this. Include email for acknowledgement.
Lots of prizes to be won! Thank you to all the generous businesses in the
local community and to all the people that have donated and more are being
added!
Please see our Facebook for photos of all prizes and a full thank you! Your generosity and
support has been fantastic in spite of the challenging times we are facing!!!
Vouchers for:

Ethical approvals: Southampton ERGO 56975, IRAS 289510. Poster version 3.0.
Recruitment ends 31st March 2021

Crows Nest Inn
The Red Lion
The Anchor
The Black Swan
Mckenzie’s Bistro
Swanage Pizza and Burgers
Cornish Bakery
Dinos Takeaway
The Fish Plaice
Love Cake
The Wimpy
JJ Moores

Vouchers for:

PJ Notley Window Cleaning
Ruby Tuesdays
Swanage Bookshop
Ocean Blue
Buff Monger
The Studio by the Sea
Holme for Gardens Nurseries
Purbeck Valet
High Street Cafe
Swanage Bakery/Haymans
Deja brew
Trevors Deli

Money Boxes
Craft box
Lego boxset
Soft Toys
Swanage Plaque
Wax Melt Set
Childrens Toys
Ladies Bag
Cocktail gift sets
Socks
Deli hamper
Body wash set

Hats, Scarves &Gloves
2021 Calendars
Mugs
Lunchbox and drink set
Chococo gifts
Chocolate Hampers
Biscuit Hamper
Candle gifts
Bird Feeder sets
Wallets/purses
Organiser

3Hour house clean
Biscuits
Bottles of Wine
Jam
Haribo box
Chocolate boxes
Glitter art book
Cook book
Peppa pig book
Childrens towel
Make Up

Registered Charity No: 1154920

Enjoy Christmas Online with Artsreach
‘Christmas.Time.’ by Near-ta theatre

It’s Christmas Day and Charlie and Toby are serving time at
Her Majesty’s pleasure. But why shouldn’t they be having a
Merry Christmas in spite of their incarceration? And so they
set off on their festival of carols, Claus, Christ and custody…
Join them on a fantastical adventure through Dickens,
pantomime, musical, Christmas dinner and Christmas
films! Near-ta Theatre and acclaimed filmmaker Brett
Harvey present a festive musical comedy for all the family!

Enjoy Christmas
Online
with
Available:
Saturday
12 - Artsreach
Sunday 13 December
‘Christmas.Time.’ by Near-ta theatre

It’s Christmas Day and Charlie and Toby are serving time at

Majesty’s pleasure. But why shouldn’t they be having a
‘A Christmas Carol’ by DavidHerMynne

You’re invited to an online open public meeting called a:

People’s Assembly
Open meeting @ 7.30pm - Tuesday 5th January
Response Deadline To: Dorset Council’s Strategy & Action Plan
on the Climate & Ecological Emergency = 20th January
Everyone's welcome. All contributions will be heard, valued
& submitted as part of our collective consultation response
For more details head to the Environment Group page:

www.corfecastlepc.org.uk

Christmas in spite of their incarceration? And so they
Celebrate the festive season with Merry
this mesmerising
set off
on their festival of carols, Claus, Christ and custody…
performance of Charles Dickens’ timeless,
transformative
Join adapted
them on and
a fantastical adventure through Dickens,
story ‘A Christmas Carol’, devised,
pantomime,
Christmas dinner and Christmas
performed especially for film by veteran Cornish musical,
actor
films!
Near-ta
Theatre and acclaimed filmmaker Brett
and founder member of Kneehigh,
David
Mynne,
and Director Simon Harvey. Expect Harvey
Dickens’
original
present
a festive musical comedy for all the family!
words with added silliness. Silliness?
Bah humbug!
Available:
Saturday 12 - Sunday 13 December

Available: Mon 14 - Sun 27 December

‘A Christmas Carol’ by David
‘A Mynne
Dorset Christmas’

Celebrate the festive season with this mesmerising
The Ridgeway Singers and Band tell the story of how our
performance of Charles Dickens’ timeless, transformative
forebears celebrated Christmas in Dorset through music,
story ‘A Christmas Carol’, devised, adapted and
song, story and dance, enhancing the experience with
performed especially for film by veteran Cornish actor
newly-filmed readings, archive photographs and other
and founder member of Kneehigh, David Mynne,
visual images from all over the county. With works from
and Director Simon Harvey. Expect Dickens’ original
Puddletown and Hinton St Mary manuscripts, new carols
words with added silliness. Silliness?
in theBah
Westhumbug!
Gallery tradition, and a special performance
Available: Mon 14 - Sun 27 December
of ‘While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night’, as
performed in Martinstown church circa 1820, expect a
heart-warming seasonal celebration of all things Dorset!

Available: Sun 20 December - Sun 3 January

‘A Dorset Christmas’

The Ridgeway Singers and Band tell the story of how our

forebears
celebrated Christmas in Dorset through music,
Register now at
www.artsreach.co.uk
song, story and dance, enhancing the experience with

newly-filmed readings, archive photographs and other
visual images from all over the county. With works from
Puddletown and Hinton St Mary manuscripts, new carols
in the West Gallery tradition, and a special performance
of ‘While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night’, as
performed in Martinstown church circa 1820, expect a
heart-warming seasonal celebration of all things Dorset!
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Available: Sun 20 December - Sun 3 January
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Do you need help?
Parish Councils and Churches in the Dubber area have formed
a support group, which you can contact if you need help with
any of the following services:

•
•
•
•

Urgent Medical supplies
Picking up shopping
Posting mail
or if you just need a friendly phone call or Facetime

Phone: Angela Bell on 07748 177983
or email ed@thedubber.co.uk
OR
James Mercer on 01929 422454
jamesjmercer@mac.com
to be put in touch with somebody who can help you

Don’t feel isolated
this winter - get
better connected
with the
Digital Hotline
 Unsure how to use a smartphone?
 Want to make video calls but don’t know how?
 Have a laptop or tablet but not sure how to use it?
 Nervous about online shopping or using website services?
 Need help with setting up virtual meetings or lessons?

Whatever’s stopping you getting
online, our Digital Champions are
waiting to help you. No problem is
too big or too small.

No
d
or p uvets
illow
s

DORSET
D ES
More and more people in Dorset
are recycling their clothes.
Clothes, shoes, bags, belts and linens can all be
taken to clothing banks and charity shops.

Weekdays from 10am to 12 noon
(excluding Bank Holidays)
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dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/recycle

Ian Bugler
ITB GARDENING and TREE CARE LTD
GRASS CUTTING, Inc FIELDS and PADDOCKS
FENCING, HEDGES and LANDSCAPING

01929 439453 - 07930 434694
Email: itbgardeningltd@gmail.com
Fb: ITB Gardening And Tree Care Ltd

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

www.SootyTheSweep.com

Proudly serving the Isle of Purbeck since 1892
Dorset Funeral Plan Details Available on Request
www.jamessmithfunerals.co.uk
office@jamessmithfunerals.co.uk

60a Kings Road, Swanage
01929 422445 (24hrs)

Established 1980
Member of NACS & HETAS

Any flue swept
Nests removed
Cowls, pots, nets fitted
Ladder work
Wood burner servicing
Family business
Fully Insured

01929 427427/ 554700

PURBECK STONE
CONSTRUCTION
Stone supplied and fixed by

THE STONEWORK SPECIALISTS

Patios - Porches - Fireplaces - Walls, etc
Ross Prior, ‘Cosy Corner’
off Haycrafts Lane
Harmans Cross, Swanage
Telephone: 481217
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JONATHAN STEDMAN
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
Experienced | Local | Personal | Friendly

Tax & Accounts Advice
01929 480899
Email: jonathanstedman@hotmail.co.uk

BRIAN GLASSOCK BUILDERS LTD

BG

Extensions, Alterations,
Loft Conversions, Roofing,
Carpentry, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Stonework
& Repairs.

FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES
Established 1994

Tel: 01929 422732 Mob: 07720 851363

ST MICHAELS GARAGE
Valley Road, Swanage, BH19 3DX Email : info@smgswanage.co.uk
Telephone: 01929 480221 Fax: 01929 481221









New and Used Car Sales
Servicing & Repairs for All Makes
Full Range of BP Fuels & LPG
Convenience Shop
Automatic & Jet Car Wash
24hr Breakdown & Recovery Service
Post Office
“Motoring Locally Since the 60s”
“The Purbeck Ford Centre”

Tapworks Plumbing
No job too small
Bill Hamilton
Sole Owner
Corfe Castle
Isle of Purbeck
07841626412
Taps replaced, baths, toilets,
showers, loft tanks
basins, cylinders
leaks & drains sorted
18 The Dubber

B.F.A. Albin
Painter & Decorator

Household Maintenance •
Big or Small Jobs •
Free Estimates •
Discounts for OAPs

Tel : 01929 422763
Mob: 07900 145950

LocalHome
Home Electrics
Specialist
YourYour
Local
Electrics
Expert

ELECTRICIAN

Do you find it difficult to get someone to come and do a small job?
Small electrical jobs
Fast fault finding & more
6 year guarantee on all labour
Fully qualified & insured

Power, Lighting, Fuseboards, Phones
Sockets, Lights, Switches
Electrical Inspection & Testing
LED Lighting • Lighting Design

Small friendly family business
Over 27 years experience

Dorset Trading Standards Approved
Totally reliable & reasonably priced

Call Terry Vaine on: 07973 661043 or 01929 550795

www.tmvelectrical.co.uk

Michael Saunders M.P.T.A.
www.purbeckpianotuning.co.uk
Wareham, Dorset
Mob: 07789 382057
Tel: 01929 761188
Email: pianotuner@live.co.uk

Piano tuner
and technician

Computer Problems?
For prompt and friendly help call Alan on:

01929 480529 or 07710 835905
Virus and malware removal • PC and Laptop repairs
and upgrades • Wireless router and printer setup
E-mail and internet support • Supply of new PCs
General support and advice
email: alan@ajvcomputing.co.uk

www.ajvcomputing.co.uk

Standard terms of advertising Dubber printed
edition:

Format
• Adverts can be single (1/8th page to fit inside 8cm
x 6cm box) or double size (1/4 page - either 16cm
x 8cm or 8cm x 12cm box) - (see Dubber for examples);
• Advert can be sent by hard copy by post or emailed
as an attachment.
• Advert proofs need to be provided as you wish to
see them in print, including graphics if desired. We
can usually work with any format and they can be
submitted in black & white or in colour, but are
printed in B&W only.
• The cost for a single space advert is £9 per calendar
month. A double space advert is £18 per month,
but with the 12th month discounted by £9.
• The Dubber is issued on a monthly basis and advertising is payable for 12 issues in advance (£108
or £207); (or pro-rata to coincide with our January
to December advertising yearly cycle)
• Cancellations in writing (email or letter) for refund of unused full months.
The Dubber is a voluntarily run parish magazine
and we are unable to respond to frequent changes to
adverts. However, simple changes such as address,
telephone number, email address (that do not affect the
structural layout of the ad) and/or occasional seasonal
elements will be accommodated.
We require full name, address and telephone details
(plus email if relevant). These are held on file in both
printed copy and soft copy (computer) formats and this
information will not be shared with any third parties.
On-Line web version: (www.thedubber.co.uk)
•    Each month the printed edition of The Dubber is
uploaded to the internet in a pdf format. Purchase of
an advert in the printed edition also means the advert is
automatically included online by virtue of the pdf file.
If a colour advert is submitted for the printed edition,
it is also likely to be in colour when it is uploaded, although this is not guaranteed. No charge is made for
this side-benefit. There is no option to have the on-line
advert only. The on-line version may change or cease
at any time and does not form part of the standard advertising terms and conditions.

Flowers for every occasion
Bagged deliveries of decorative chippings, building and
landscaping aggregates from just £30.

June Frith
Local Florist
Bouquets
Weddings
Funerals

Order online or call:
www.suttles.co.uk | 01929 439444

07507933219
www.swanageflorist.co.uk
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Purbeck Chiropractic
McTimoney Chiropractic is a gentle and effective treatment for the whole body.
It is proven to be effective in treating the following conditions:
• Back, neck and shoulder pain
• Pain, discomfort & stiffness in joints

• Muscular aches
• Sports injuries

• Arthritic pain
• Migraine

Effective treatment by an experienced Registered Chiropractor for a wide range
of musculoskeletal conditions.
Also qualified and equipped to treat with ultrasound, photo-biomodulation (Light Therapy),
Kinesio tape and sports therapy.
Paul Hind BSc (Hons) Chiro, MSc, MMCA, LRCC

For an informal discussion or to book an appointment in
THE CORFE CASTLE CLINIC call Paul on 07973 308829
For further information visit www.purbeckchiropractic.com

PurbeckAerials.com
LOCAL TRADER
TV AERIALS

FREE SAT

WI-FI

SKY

TV MOUNTING

Wareham 01929 553705 – 07976222887
OAP Discount

Same Day Service

Langton Matravers Village Hall
Available for Hire for Private Functions
and Children’s Parties
Large Hall, Kitchen, Memorial Room, Snooker Room
and a Stage with lighting

DAVE PROSSER
GENERAL BUILDER

Regular activities include Table Tennis, Library, Short Mat
Bowls, Country and Folk Dancing, music events by
Purbeck Folk Club and theatrical events by Artsreach,
Langton Arthouse Cinema and many others.
For full details of all events, like our Facebook page and/or
check the noticeboards outside the hall.
Email info@langtonvillagehall.co.uk
or call 01929 424647 for bookings
www.langtonvillagehall.co.uk

Mobile: 07966 390399
Tel: 01929 423756
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GARDENING SERVICE
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MAINTENANCE & CARE OF LAWNS,
HEDGES, FLOWER BEDS & PONDS.
ALSO PRUNING, PLANTING, CLEARING,
TIDYING & HEDGE LAYING

One off jobs or regular service provided
(
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John or Lorna on 439455
or 0788 7952191

