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Flowers for every occasion

June Frith
Local Florist

Bouquets 
Weddings

Funerals
07507933219

www.swanageflorist.co.uk

Computer Problems? 
 

For prompt and friendly help call Alan on:  

01929 480529 or 07710 835905 
Virus and malware removal • PC and Laptop repairs 

and upgrades • Wireless router and printer setup  
 E-mail and internet support • Supply of new PCs 

General support and advice  
 

email: alan@ajvcomputing.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.ajvcomputing.co.uk  

 

            Your Local Home Electrics Specialist 

    ELECTRICIAN 
 

Do you find it difficult to get someone to come and do a small job? 
 

Small electrical jobs   Power, Lighting, Fuseboards, Phones 
Fast fault finding & more  Sockets, Lights, Switches 

6 year guarantee on all labour  Electrical Inspection & Testing 

Fully qualified & insured  LED Lighting • Lighting Design 

  

Small friendly family business  Dorset Trading Standards Approved 

Over 27 years experience  Totally reliable & reasonably priced 

 

Call Terry Vaine on:   07973 661043  or  01929 550795 
www.tmvelectrical.co.uk 

Bagged deliveries of decorative chippings, building and 
landscaping aggregates from just £30.

Order online or call:
www.suttles.co.uk | 01929 439444

Your Local Home Electrics Expert

Michael Saunders M.P.T.A.
www.purbeckpianotuning.co.uk

Wareham, Dorset

Mob: 07789 382057
Tel: 01929 761188
Email: pianotuner@live.co.uk

Piano tuner 
and technician

Standard terms of advertising Dubber printed 
edition: 
Format
•	 Adverts	can	be	single	(1/8th	page	to	fit	inside	8cm	

x	6cm	box)	or	double	size	(1/4	page	-	either	16cm	
x	8cm	or	8cm	x	12cm	box)	-	(see Dubber	for	ex-
amples);	

•	 Advert	can	be	sent	by	hard	copy	by	post	or	emailed	
as	an	attachment.	

•	 Advert	proofs	need	to	be	provided	as	you	wish	to	
see	them	in	print,	including	graphics	if	desired.	We	
can	usually	work	with	any	format	and	they	can	be	
submitted	 in	black	&	white	 or	 in	 colour,	 but	 are	
printed	in	B&W	only.

•	 The	cost	for	a	single	space	advert	is	£9	per	calendar	
month.		A	double	space	advert	is	£18	per	month,	
but	with	the	12th	month	discounted	by	£9.	

•	 The Dubber	is	issued	on	a	monthly	basis	and	ad-
vertising	is	payable	for	12	issues	in	advance	(£108	
or	£207);	(or	pro-rata	to	coincide	with	our	January	
to	December	advertising	yearly	cycle)

•	 Cancellations	 in	 writing	 (email	 or	 letter)	 for	 re-
fund	of	unused	full	months.		

The Dubber	 is	 a	 voluntarily	 run	 parish	magazine	
and	we	are	unable	 to	 respond	 to	 frequent	 changes	 to	
adverts.	 	 However,	 simple	 changes	 such	 as	 address,	
telephone	number,	email	address	(that	do	not	affect	the	
structural	layout	of	the	ad)	and/or	occasional	seasonal	
elements	will	be	accommodated.

We	require	full	name,	address	and	telephone	details	
(plus	email	if	relevant).		These	are	held	on	file	in	both	
printed	copy	and	soft	copy	(computer)	formats	and	this	
information	will	not	be	shared	with	any	third	parties.
On-Line web version: (www.thedubber.co.uk)
•		 	 	Each	month	the	printed	edition	of	The Dubber	 is	
uploaded	to	the	internet	in	a	pdf	format.		Purchase	of	
an	advert	in	the	printed	edition	also	means	the	advert	is	
automatically	included	online	by	virtue	of	the	pdf	file.		
If	a	colour	advert	is	submitted	for	the	printed	edition,	
it	is	also	likely	to	be	in	colour	when	it	is	uploaded,	al-
though	this	is	not	guaranteed.		No	charge	is	made	for	
this	side-benefit.		There	is	no	option	to	have	the	on-line	
advert	only.		The	on-line	version	may	change	or	cease	
at	any	time	and	does	not	form	part	of	the	standard	ad-
vertising	terms	and	conditions.
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DAVE PROSSER

GENERAL BUILDER

Mobile: 07966 390399
Tel: 01929 423756

NEW LEAF
GARDENING SERVICE

MAINTENANCE	&	CARE	OF	LAWNS,	
HEDGES,	FLOWER	BEDS	&	PONDS.	

ALSO	PRUNING,	PLANTING,	CLEARING,	
TIDYING	&	HEDGE	LAYING

One off jobs or regular service provided

( John or Lorna on 439455 
or 0788 7952191

Extensions

Garden Walls

Repointing

Patios
Driveways

t

Tapworks Plumbing
No job too small

Bill Hamilton
Sole Owner

Corfe Castle
Isle of  Purbeck

07841626412
Taps replaced, baths, toilets,

showers, loft tanks
basins, cylinders

leaks & drains sorted

 PurbeckAerials.com
LOCAL TRADER 

TV AERIALS    FREE SAT   SKY 

    WI-FI            TV MOUNTING   
    Wareham 01929 553705 – 07976222887 

OAP Discount      Same Day Service

ST MICHAELS GARAGE 
Valley Road, Swanage, BH19 3DX     Email : info@smgswanage.co.uk 

Telephone: 01929 480221   Fax: 01929 481221 
 

 New and Used Car Sales 
 Servicing & Repairs for All Makes 
 Full Range of BP Fuels & LPG 
  Convenience Shop 
 Automatic & Jet Car Wash 
 24hr Breakdown & Recovery Service 
 Post Office 

 
“Motoring Locally Since the 60s” 

“The Purbeck Ford Centre” 

Langton Matravers Village Hall
Available for Hire for Private Functions 

and Children’s Parties

Large Hall, Kitchen, Memorial Room, Snooker Room
 and a Stage with lighting

Regular activities include Table Tennis, Library, Short Mat 
Bowls, Country and Folk Dancing, music events by 

Purbeck Folk Club and theatrical events by Artsreach, 
Langton Arthouse Cinema and many others. 

For full details of all events, like our Facebook page and/or 
check the noticeboards outside the hall.
Email info@langtonvillagehall.co.uk
or call 01929 424647 for bookings

www.langtonvillagehall.co.uk

HOme ViSiting Practice

June FritH mSScH mBcha 

mob 07507933219
FOr FOOt HeaLtHcare needS

in the cOmfOrt Of yOur Own hOme
memBer OF tHe BritiSH cHirOPOdy aSSOciatiOn

FooT HEAlTH 
PRoFESSIoNAl
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The Lady 
Decorator 

Katie Francis 

All aspects of decorating:  Preparation, Painting,  
Wallpapering,  Murals, Kitchen unit painting 

07780 504986              01929 792317 
www.decoration-by-design.co.uk 

 

Call Katie who is based in Langton Matravers for a  
FREE No-obligation quote 

 

 

ISLE OF PURBECK 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE & LANDSCAPING

MINI DIGGER AND OPERATOR FOR HIRE
Site / Garden Clearance, Landscaping, 
Fencing, Paving, Tree Work, 
Groundwork, Drainage and 
all Types of Digger Work, Free Estimates 

FULLy INSURED
SIMON HARDING

TEL: 01929 421462 or 07812104225

Tel: 01929 480 597 
www.purbecklettings.co.uk 
kate@purbecklettings.co.uk

Contact  Kate Anson of Purbeck Lettings  for a free no obligation 
valuation or for advice on any aspect of the rentals market 

• Letting Only Service
• Letting and Rent collection
• Full Management
• Vacant Management

“Purbeck Lettings have been superb at managing our property”

DORSET  PROPERTY  SPECIALISTS

 
 

Dubber advert: 

                                                    
 Bespoke flooring, worktops, fireplaces
 Building
 Landscaping, garden features
 Carving & lettering
 Monumental 

01929 439205
haysom@purbeckstone.co.uk 
www.purbeckstone.co.uk
 

HEATRITE
Plumbing & Heating Services

Harmans Cross 

Gas safe no 178698

Phone Glenn for a free quote 
or helpful advice on:

Home: 01929 288306 
Mobile: 07815 134534  

Swanage & Purbeck 

TaxI
Martin Williams

airports • Docks • Tours • Hospitals

T: 07969 927424



WELCOME & CONTENTS

deadline for next issue
The editor, Angela	Bell,	appreciates	the	early	submission	of	
contributions	but,	for	those	cutting	it	fine,	the	deadline	for	
the	July	 issue	 is	noon	on Thursday, 18 June &,	 if	we	are	
printing,	it	will	be	ready	for	collection	on	tuesday, 23 June.
contributions & notifications 
The editor welcomes	 news	 contributions	 and	 letters	 as	
well	as	notifications	of	events	within	the	Parishes	for	the	
What’s On	section	and,	space	permitting,	for	free	‘one	off ’	
box	adverts	which	are	included	at	the	Editor’s	discretion.	
These	can	be	submitted	online	to	ed@thedubber.co.uk	or	
by	post	 to	The	Editor, 2	The	Steddings,	Langton	Matra-
vers,	BH19	3EU	((427202)	or	by	hand	to	The	Post	Of-
fice,	Langton	Matravers.	
How to Format Submissions
Preferably,	 all	 emailed	 Dubber submissions	 should	 be	
sent	as	12 point times new roman (or	Minion	Pro,	 if	
you	have	it)	plain type	(i.e.	no	bold,	italic	or	underlining) 

aligned left with single line spacing.
advertising & distribution
The Dubber	Secretary	deals	with	enquiries	regarding	Dis-
tribution	and	Yearly	 advertising.	 	The	 secretary	 is	Terry	
Whicker,	 (terry@thedubber.co.uk);	 29	 Henbury	 Rise,	
Corfe	 Mullen,	 Wimborne,	 Dorset	 BH21	 3TE	 ((01202	
695544).	 	 Please	 contact	 Terry	 if	 you	 have	 any	 queries	
about	the	receipt	of	your	Dubber	copy	or	if	you	would	like	
to	know	more	about	advertising	 in	The Dubber;	 	 If	you	
are	a	distributer	in	need	of	help	or	advice	please	speak	to	
the	person	who	delivers	your	bundles	to	you	and	escalate	
to	Terry	in	plenty	of	time	if	you	have	an	issue.	Addition-
ally,	 if	 you,	 or	 someone	 you	 know,	 are	 leaving/have	 left	
the	parishes	and	would	like	to	continue	to	receive	a	copy	
of	The Dubber,	please	contact	the	Secretary	via	email	or	
telephone	to	arrange	this.	Dubber	distributers	are	always	
needed!
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Inside this issue...

5 Welcome from the Editor

5 Parish Council Information

6 The Parishes: rectory reflections

7 The Parishes: Services & Parish Business

8 General News

10 Harmans ross

10 Worth Matravers
11 Kingston News

13 Langton Matravers

14 News From Nowhere

15 Poems

17 What’s On

i'm sure we would all like to 
thank richard Purchase who 
has been doing a wonderful 
job delivering all the corfe 
prescriptions to our area. 
Richard, you are a real star!

On a diffrent note, i thought 
some of you might be missing 
your garden visits - i know my nt card sits forlornly on 
the bedside table - so i thought you might like to see my 
less professional offering. if you click on the link below, 
it should appear by magic!

https://youtu.be/oSbJJm430JQ

Angela
ed@thedubber.co.uk

From the Editor...

view on-line at www.thedubber.co.uk

Langton matravers Pc
Parish	Clerk	-	Dr	Mary	Sparks
Address	-	The	Parish	Office,	1A	High	Street,	Langton	
Matravers.	(Open:		Mon,	Weds,	Fri,		9-10.30am)
Email: langtonmatravers@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
Web:	www.langtonmatravers-pc.org
Phone:	01929	425100

Worth matravers Pc
Parish	Clerk	-	Roger	Khanna

Email:	worthmatraversparishclerk@gmail.com
Web:	www.worthmatraversparishcouncil.org
Phone:	01929	439044	

corfe castle Pc (Kingston)
Parish	Clerk	-	Ali	Burnett
Address	–	41	Bell	Street,	Swanage,	Dorset,	BH19	2RY
Email: CorfeCastlePC@aol.com
Web:	www.corfecastlepc.org.uk
Phone	01929	426125

Parish council information

http://youtu.be/oSbJJm430JQ
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THE PARISHES OF THE PURBECK HILLS

rectory reflections

June 2020 
     

Enforced Sabbath 2?

On the day preceding Pilate’s careless populist 
hand-washing referendum, that dispassionately 

determined the fate of Jesus, a very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the ground for him as he entered Jerusalem, in a 
kind of instant royal celebration.

The crowd believed Jesus had come in fulfilment of his nation’s hopes - 
answering (for some at least) the longing for a king who would bring peace 
to earth from heaven itself.

Then Jesus entered the temple and the mood changes dramatically. in 
(another) deliberate and provocatively dramatised act, this time angry and 
disruptive, Jesus overturned the tables of the money changers and dove 
sellers.

why?
The temple - herod’s self-aggrandising vanity project, had come to 

embody all that was wrong with the nation of israel, Jesus’ nation, at 
that moment in its history. israel self-identified as the nation chosen to 
represent God to the world. yet its leaders had bowed the knee to popular 
nationalism, exceptionalism, wealth, power, privilege and violence - 
subverting a vocation to reveal God’s creativity and beauty within the 
world. A vocation intended to bring blessing to the people of neighbouring 
nations.

Jesus’s outraged protest brought the temple system to a temporary, but 
grinding halt. A fleeting moment of enforced sabbath. Business as usual 
momentarily stopped.

An act of judgement, but also a perilous last opportunity for a change of 
heart, a change of direction.

But nothing would halt the business of temple and its vested self-
interest.

Jesus had wept over Jerusalem, the city he loved. he foresaw the disaster 
that was to befall it. The idol of nationalistic aspiration and its embrace 
of violence, heedless of social injustice, would lead to an inevitable and 
devastating conflict with rome. The temple was to be destroyed, the city 
ruined, society unravelled. Business as usual, pursuing a broad, careless 
way of indifference, would lead to disaster. 

So what, if anything, does this have to concern us? That was then. This 
is now.

we of course live in incomparably different times, way beyond the 
purview of the gospel writers. yet we too are standing at a moment when 
business as usual has been temporarily suspended. covid 19, a globalised 
twenty-first century pandemic has enforced a grinding halt.

Are we, in continuity with the first-century residents of Jerusalem, at 
one of those defining moments of choice and decision?

certainly we are experiencing a grim moment of sadness and loss and 
dislocation. A time of lament. But also a time of cleaner air, cleaner water 
ways, an unprecedented and unimagined fall in air travel. A pause in the 
processes of climate change. A moment, perhaps surprisingly, of community 
cohesion.

Our own enforced sabbath? fanciful allegorisation? maybe…
But will the world, will we, return to business as usual in a few months 

time - heedless of the harm our economic systems are causing to our planet, 
with unsustainable pressures on its habitats and ecosystems?

Or might we imagine a narrow, and counter-cultural way of challenge, 
change and rescue that mitigates our instincts to return to an ultimately 
unsustainable status quo? 

Jesus, in his death, drew upon himself the violence and destruction 

The Dubber is the 
mouthpiece of the Parishes 

of the Purbeck Hills

St	James’,	Kingston	
St	George’s,	Langton	Matravers	

St	Nicholas	of	Myra,Worth	Matravers	
with	Harmans	Cross	

The	Chapel	of	St	Aldhelm’s	Head

associate Priest
Revd	James	Mercer
(01929	422454

8james_staldhelm@icloud.com

Benefice administrator
Katie	Curtis

Office	Hours	9	-1pm	
Tuesday,	Wednesday	&	Friday

The	Vestry
	St	George’s	Church
	St	George’s	Close
Langton	Matravers

Swanage
BH19	3HZ

(01929	427822
8office@purbeckbenefice.plus.com
Keep	updated	with	events	and	visit	the	

website,	Facebook	or	Twitter	
www.purbeckhillsbenefice.wordpress.com

									@StAldhelm											Aldhelm	Benefice				

churchwardens
Langton Matravers	

Chris	Meadows	(01929	426544
Michael	Humphrey	(01929	424312

Worth Matravers 
Hugh	Cochrane	(01929	439309

Liz	Hoad	(01929	439380

PRE-SCHOOL

SERVICE
The next Pre-school  

Service TBA
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 SuSpenSion of ServiceS
Whilst services at the Benefice churches 
have been suspended, James Mercer has 

been recording morning and evening prayer.
The recordings can be accessed via the 

Benefice website homepage 
purbeckhillsbenefice.wordpress.com

An act of worship on Sunday 
can also be accessed.

James maintains regular contact with people 
in across the parishes by email. If you would 
like to be included in the mailing (which is 
sent bcc to protect privacy), please forward 

your name and email address to James at 
jamesjmercer@mac.com

purbeckhillsbenefice.wordpress.com

that was to break upon his society. The christian faith 
is predicated on the belief that through the resurrection, 
violence and destruction do not have the last word - and that 
there is there is a narrow, counterintuitive, but selfless way to 
a future that offers hope to people and the planet.

what might that way look like for us and our society and 
can we find the resourcefulness to pursue it?

‘…when our limitless, hyper-competitive society’s cO2 
levels reach our outermost atmosphere and literally hits the 
ceiling, when the law that everything must get bigger, faster, 
greater is set against our common survival, a new world 
stands at the door, and that world has never been as close as 
it now.

Or as far away.
‘Our house is on fire’ by the Thunberg family 2020

James J mercer
Priest with responsibility for the Parishes of the Purbeck hills

Do you need help?
Parish Councils and Churches in the Dubber area have formed 

two support groups, Worth + Harmans Cross and Langton 
(Kingston can choose either), which you can contact if you need 
help with any of the following services because of self isolation:

•	 Urgent	Medical	supplies
•	 Picking	up	shopping
•	 Posting	mail
•	 or	if 	you	just	need	a	friendly	phone	call	or	Facetime

We are here to help during this difficult time

Worth	+	Harmans	Cross	Contact:
email	:	worthmatravers20@gmail.com

phone:	07423	305060

Langton	Contact:
email:	langtonmatravers20@gmail.com

phone:	07388	728177

Do you need help?
Parish Councils and Churches in the Dubber area have formed 

two support groups, Worth + Harmans Cross and Langton 
(Kingston can choose either), which you can contact if you need 
help with any of the following services because of self isolation:

•	 Urgent	Medical	supplies
•	 Picking	up	shopping
•	 Posting	mail
•	 or	if 	you	just	need	a	friendly	phone	call	or	Facetime

We are here to help during this difficult time

Worth	+	Harmans	Cross	Contact:
email	:	worthmatravers20@gmail.com

phone:	07423	305060

Langton	Contact:
email:	langtonmatravers20@gmail.com

phone:	07388	728177

THE PARISHES OF THE PURBECK HILLS

SCRubS

A big thank you to everyone in	 the	 Dubber	 area	
and	 beyond	 who	 donated	 sheets	 and	 fabric	 for	

scrubs.	The	team	of	8	or	more	people	have	so	far	made	
137	bags	and	31	sets	of	scrubs!	

This	 is	 an	 amazing	 achievement.	They	 have	 been	
sent	to	Poole	and	Bournemouth	hospitals	and	further	
afield	to	Exeter	and	other	places.	At	 the	moment,	we	
have	enough	fabric	so	thank	you.	It	is	heart-warming	
to	see	how	people	have	pulled	together	to	help.	Every	
contribution	has	made	a	difference.	Thank	you	from	all	
of	us.						 	 	 	 		Gail Mercer
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about	 the	project	with	myself	 –	 the	Dynamic	Dunescapes	
Engagement	 Officer.	 Despite	 the	 screens,	 the	 enthusiasm	
prevailed	and	there	was	a	lot	of	talk	about	what	we	can	do	to	
help	the	dunes.

Due	 to	 several	 factors,	 including	 climate	 change	 and	
limited	 people	 access,	 Studland’s	 dunes	 are	 losing	 their	
open	 sandy	 habitat.	What	 the	 dunes	 need	 is	 some	 distur-
bance,	and	what	could	be	better	than	our	very	own	feet?	As	
we	adapt	 to	 the	weeks	ahead	and	begin	exploring	outdoor	
spaces,	the	dunes	provide	the	perfect	place	to	avoid	crowds	
and	discover	something	new.	Trampling	on	the	dunes	will	
open	the	vegetation	and	re-create	bare	ground	habitats,	but	
it	is	also	important	we	strike	the	right	balance	here.	Target-
ing	 our	 disturbance	 to	 over-vegetated	 points,	 considering	
breeding	seasons	and	giving	places	time	to	recover	once	dis-
turbance	has	happened.	

If	the	dunes	take	your	fancy,	there	will	be	plenty	of	ways	
to	get	involved	with	the	Dynamic	Dunescapes	project.	We’re	
talking	volunteering,	citizen	science	and	plenty	of	dune	ac-
tivities.		 	 	 	 	 	Julia Galbenu

DoRSET DIGITAl CHAMPIoNS

Many people	in	your	local	community	are	likely	to	be	re-
lying	on	digital	online	services	and	applications	more	

than	ever	before.	For	some	this	will	be	a	first	and	they	need	
to	 learn	 from	 scratch	 and	 for	 others	 there	 are	new	digital	
hurdles	to	overcome	almost	on	a	daily	basis	just	to	get	every	
day	jobs	done	such	as	shopping	or	ordering	prescriptions.	

We	wanted	everyone	in	your	local	community	to	know	
that	there	is	a	new	free	telephone	hotline	set	up	in	response	
to	the	COVID-19	lockdown,	to	provide	support	for	people	
with	 IT	 and	digital	 problems	of	 all	 kinds.	The	hotline	has	
received	more	than	50	calls	in	the	first	three	weeks.

Here	is	a	selection	of	some	of	the	support	the	digital	ad-
visers	can	provide	–	no	problem	too	small!

•	 helping	 families	 with	 digital	 applications	 for	 home	
schooling

•	providing	help	to	get	online	for	home	shopping
•	support	for	all	digital	NHS	services	and	e-Consult
•	 setting	up	video	calls	 such	as	Skype	and	Facetime	 to	

keep	in	contact	with	friends	and	family
•	support	to	use	all	digital	appliances	and	solve	problems
•	using	digital	to	exercise	at	home	and	keep	fit
The	Dorset	Digital	Hotline	is	run	by	a	group	of	volun-

teers	mostly	made	up	of	retired	IT	professionals	and	some	
Dorset	Council	 staff.	The	team	are	extremely	versatile	and	
experienced	and	can	offer	a	wide	range	of	support	to	anyone	
including	assistance	 to	vulnerable	people	 in	your	commu-
nity.

Please	pass	this	information	on	through	your	own	chan-
nels	to	community	groups,	friends	and	family.	The	hotline	is	
open	Monday	to	Friday	from	10	to	noon	(except	Bank	Hol-
idays)	or	leave	a	message.	Telephone:	01305	221000	(Select	
Option	2).	We	look	forward	to	hearing	from	you!	

Lyndsey Trinder

NoT GoING NuTS IN MAy 

The lifeline of	our	daily	exercise	walk	has	been	what	has	
kept	many	of	us	sane	over	the	past	two	months,	and	as	

spring	unfolds	around	us	in	a	countryside	that	is	emptier	of	
people	than	it	has	been	in	decades,	the	abundance	of	nature	
here	feels	more	important	than	ever	before.	If	you	are	going	
to	be	locked	down	anywhere,	Purbeck	is	probably	as	good	

HERoES

Can i salute all	those	unsung	heroes	worldwide,	who	have	
discovered	hilarious,	delightful	and	 jaw	dropping	vid-

eo	clips,	which	have	slipped	into	our	inboxes	and	lifted	our	
spirits	during	this	tragic	time?	Hooray,	too,	to	those	friends	
who	have	specifically	sent	them	in	my	direction.	When	I	was	
in	my	twenties,	 I	came	in	to	the	office	one	morning	and	a	
colleague	said,	“You	enjoyed	the	film	at	the	Odeon	last	night.	
I	could	hear	laughing	on	the	other	side	of	the	cinema	and	I	
knew	it	was	you!”	So	you	see,	you	disseminators	of	fun,	you	
couldn’t	have	had	a	more	appreciative	audience.	

Chris Meadows 

WHERE AM I?

This was a new footpath	for	me	but	one	I	recommend.
	Chris Meadows 

NATIoNAl TRuST

In march, I	 eagerly	 started	a	new	role	with	 the	National	
Trust	at	Studland	Bay.	The	first	 few	weeks	were	a	whirl-

wind	of	new	faces,	sandy	beaches,	wild	heathland,	and	a	lot	
of	 tea.	Then	 everything	 changed.	My	 days	 now	 consist	 of	
sitting	in	front	of	screens	and	talking	to	my	plants.	Most	of	
the	Studland	team	have	been	furloughed	and	there	is	a	 lot	
of	uncertainty	in	the	air.	Still,	this	has	not	halted	many	new	
things	getting	underway.

Meanwhile,	have	a	look	at	our	new	flashy	Instagram	ac-
count	 @studlandbay_nt.	 Featuring	 beauty	 shots	 of	 dunes,	
stories	that	will	leave	you	checking	your	ears	for	sand,	and	
quizzes	where	we	really	are	looking	to	you	for	the	answers.	
There	may	even	be	footage	of	me	talking	to	my	plants.

Send	me	a	message,	an	email	or	strap	a	note	to	a	pigeon	
-	I	am	always	up	for	a	chat	and	cannot	wait	for	when	we	can	
explore	the	dunes	together.

DyNAMIC DuNESCAPES
Studland	 Bay	 has	 a	 stunning	 coastline,	 we	 can	 all	 say	

that	with	a	lot	confidence.	Walking	along	the	beach,	picking	
up	shells,	watching	the	gentle	waves	–	it	is	idyllic.	But	what	
about	what	is	behind	the	beach?	Behind	the	wall	of	marram	
grass	that	fringes	the	shore?	There	lie,	Studland’s	wild	dunes.	
A	playground	of	sandy	hills	and	endless	adventure.	A	land	of	
constant	change	with	long	grasses,	pretty	heathland,	dense	
scrubland	and	scattered	trees.	A	home	for	special	and	rare	
life.	And	a	place	that	needs	your	help	to	survive.	

Dynamic	Dunescapes	is	a	nationwide	project	that	aims	to	
restore	sand	dunes	across	England	and	Wales.	A	few	weeks	
ago,	Langton	Planet	Action	had	the	first	virtual	discussions	

GENERAL NEWS



The Dubber  9

an	adviser	on	Dorset	Adviceline	on	03444	111	444	between	
10am	and	1pm	on	Saturdays	and	Sundays.

CoRFE CASTlE SuRGERy
JuNE 2020

Again this month we	would	like	to	take	the	opportunity	
to	thank	everyone	in	the	community	for	their	efforts	to	

observe	social	distancing	measures	at	this	very	difficult	time	
for	the	safety	of	the	community.	Also	a	huge	thank	you	to	
the	 large	number	of	 volunteers	who	are	 still	 offering	 their	
support	and	services	locally	to	our	most	vulnerable.	

We	would	also	like	to	take	this	chance	to	politely	remind	
people	that	the	requirement	for	social	distancing	is	vital	and	
it	is	crucial	that	it	continues	irrespective	of	the	finer	weather.	
Refer	to	www.gov.uk/coronavirus	for	further	guidance.	We	
would,	of	course,	stress	the	importance	of	remaining	healthy	
and	appreciate	how	integral	daily	exercise	is	and	how	it	is	to	
be	carried	out	alone	or	with	someone	whom	you	reside	with.

Dr	Lepper	would	like	to	thank	you	all	for	your	continued	
patience	and	understanding	at	this	unusual	time	but	please	
remember	that	if	you	have	a	medical	problem	or	concerns	
call	 the	Surgery	 as	normal	where	 your	 call	will	 be	 triaged	
and	you	will	be	asked	to	attend	if	the	GP	feels	it	necessary.	
Although	limited,	Emma	and	the	Nursing	team	are	still	car-
rying	out	 routine	 appointments	 as	much	as	possible,	 such	
as	dressings,	vaccinations	cervical	screening	and	blood	tests.	
As	most	of	you	are	aware,	Tina	has	now	officially	retired	but	
will	continue	to	support	the	Surgery	as	and	when	required	
as	a	Bank	Practice	Nurse.	We	have	said	goodbye	to	Laura	as	
Practice	Nurse	 and	 also	Tracey	 as	Dispenser	 and	we	wish	
them	both	well	in	their	new	jobs.	

So	finally,	we	would	like	to	make	a	plea	for	everyone	to	
be	patient	with	our	dispensary	staff	who	are	now	working	
under	great	pressure	to	ensure	that	your	medication	is	avail-
able	in	our	72	working	hour	time	frame.		Kerry	Norman	

PATIENT PARTICIPATIoN GRouP

The PPg may	have	had	to	postpone	its	2020	programme	
for	 the	 foreseeable	 future	 but	 we	 nevertheless	 remain	

active!	We	keep	in	touch	with	each	other	and	will	be	hold-
ing	our	quarterly	meeting,	a	‘virtual’	one,	later	this	week.	As	
you	know	our	role	is	to	represent	the	views	and	interests	of	
the	patients	here.	It	is	particularly	important	at	this	time	of	
change	for	us	to	help	the	surgery	by	passing	on	to	them	any	
feedback	you	may	give	us	so	if	you	have	any	comments	or	
suggestions	please	phone	Alan	Clevett	on	07801	653003.

May	was	 to	 have	 been	 the	month	 for	 the	Dorset-wide	
Purbeck	Pledge	fitness	initiative	and	to	play	our	part	we	had	
planned	to	be	arranging	walks	in	and	around	our	lovely	vil-
lage,	 outdoor	 exercise	 groups	 and	 other	 activities.	 Instead	
Alan,	our	Chair,	and	Erin,	a	new	member	of	our	PPG,	have	
together	been	considering	how	 to	encourage	us	all	 to	 stay	
active	 whilst	 at	 the	 same	 time	 paying	 careful	 attention	 to	
the	Government’s	‘Stay	Alert,	Control	the	Virus,	Save	Lives’	
edict.	They	remind	us	that	it’s	important	to	get	out	for	exer-
cise	at	least	once	a	day	if	you	can	but	if	you	can’t	do	that	or	
want	some	ideas	here	are	their	suggestions:-	a)	online	fitness	
sessions	especially	 two	particular	websites	 for	 all	 ages	and	
stages	–	HASFIT	with	standing	and	sitting	indoor	exercis-
es,	and	Go4Life,	b)	several	TV	sessions,	presented	by	vari-
ous	celebrities	and	worth	looking	at	and	c)	the	local	Nordic	
walking	group	WALX	who	are	great	supporters	of	our	sur-
gery	and	PPG	and	have	an	excellent	website	and	Facebook	

as	it	gets.
A	walk	 along	 the	 South	Purbeck	 coast,	 from	Durlston	

and	 Townsend	 to	 Dancing	 Ledge	 and	 Winspit,	 provides	
plenty	to	look	out	for.	The	skylarks	have	been	singing	over-
head	 for	a	couple	of	months,	but	 they’ve	now	been	 joined	
by	 many	 others,	 arrived	 from	 the	 continent	 and	 making	
home	 in	 the	 pockets	 of	 scrub	 and	 flower-rich	 grasslands.	
Look	for	the	vivid	yellowhammer	or	listen	for	the	scratchy	
call	of	the	whitethroat	on	its	quick	flights	up	and	down	from	
the	hedgerows.	On	the	ground	new	flowers	are	coming	out	
every	week.	The	tens	of	 thousands	of	Early	Spider	orchids	
(for	which	the	Purbeck	Wares	are	the	UKs	most	important	
place)	are	past	their	best	-	but	look	out	for	their	cousins,	the	
Green-winged	and	Early-Purple	orchids,	and	they	will	soon	
be	joined	by	the	Pyramidal	orchids	too.	If	you	are	a	butterfly	
lover	you’ll	be	more	interested	in	some	of	the	other	flowers	
alongside	 them.	The	vivid	yellows	of	 the	Horseshoe	vetch,	
Kidney	 vetch	 and	 Bird’s-foot	 trefoil	 are	 all	 out	 now,	 food	
plants	 for	 the	Adonis	blue,	Small	Blue	and	Common	Blue	
butterflies	respectively.	They	are	emerging	every	day	now	–	
by	early	June	they	will	all	be	common	sights.	

David Brown, Ecologist, National Trust

ARE you SCAM AWARE?

The coronavirus	crisis	means	more	people	are	facing	is-
sues	-	from	employment	and	debt,	to	housing	and	health	

-	resulting	in	some	being	in	vulnerable	situations.	Added	to	
this,	the	overall	heightened	uncertainty	and	anxiety	caused	
by	 the	 pandemic	 is	making	 some	 people	more	 vulnerable	
and	more	likely	to	fall	victim	to	a	scam.

If	 you	 think	 you’ve	 been	 scammed	 Citizens	 Advice	 is	
here	to	help.	If	you	receive	emails	or	texts	about	coronavirus	
from	 someone	 you	don't	 know,	or	 from	an	unusual	 email	
address,	you	are	advised	not	to	click	on	any	links	or	buy	any-
thing.

Don't	give	money	or	personal	details	to	anyone	you	don't	
know	or	 trust	 -	 for	 example	 someone	who	knocks	 on	 the	
door	and	offers	to	help.

As	the	Covid-19	pandemic	has	developed,	scammers	are	
finding	new	ways	to	scam	people.	

Here	are	four	examples	of	recent	coronavirus	scams	that	
you	should	be	aware	of:

1.	 Spoof	 texts	 and	 emails	 -	 Scammers	 are	 using	 spoof	
emails	 and	 text	 messages	 pretending	 to	 be	 government	
agencies,	like	HMRC.	This	might	include	offering	payments	
if	you	click	on	a	link	or	a	request	for	bank	details.

2.	Voucher	scams	-	Scammers	have	pretended	to	be	su-
permarkets	offering	money-off	vouchers.	The	aim	is	to	steal	
credit	card	details	when	you	click	on	the	link.	

3.	Fake	medical	kits	 -	Scammers	are	preying	on	health	
worries	around	coronavirus	to	sell	fake	or	substandard	med-
ical	products,	and	home	testing	kits.

4.	Online	 shopping	 scams	 -	As	we’re	all	 at	home	more	
than	normal,	scammers	are	using	increases	in	online	shop-
ping	to	scam	victims,	including	asking	for	payment	of	goods	
by	bank	transfer.

	You	 can	find	 lots	 of	 help	with	 spotting	 and	 reporting	
scams	on	the	Citizens	Advice	website	at	https://www.citizen-
sadvice.org.uk

If	 you	 suspect	 you	have	been	 scammed	and	need	help	
with	 what	 to	 do	 next,	 contact	 Purbeck	 Citizens	 Advice	
on	01929	551913	or	contact	us	via	our	webform	on	www.
purbeckadvice.org.uk.	During	weekends	you	can	speak	to	
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pages	 with	 ideas	 for	 exercising	 during	 the	 current	 crisis.	
NHS	England	suggests	that	adults	aged	65+	should	aim	to	
be	physically	 active	 every	day	 and	do	 things	 that	 improve	
strength,	balance	and	flexibility	at	 least	twice	a	week.	Alan	
and	Erin	end	with	‘chin	up,	shoulders	back,	neck	and	shoul-
ders	relaxed…	and	get	started’!	Let’s	give	it	go,	shall	we?	Life	
isn’t	easy	at	the	moment	and	we	wish	you	all	well.           PPG

WHERE AM I ANSWER

From the village,	I	crossed	straight	ahead	of	me	over	the	
main	road	at	the	bottom	of	Three	Acre	Lane	in	Langton	

and	took	the	footpath,	that	eventually	comes	out	at	Knitson	
Farm.	Once	you	are	on	the	footpath	it	gently	wends	down-
wards	passing	a	large	field	on	the	left,	which	had	a	big	herd	of	
deer	in	it,	as	you	can	see	in	the	picture.	I	then	went	through	
a	couple	of	woods	with	bluebells	and	on	down	to	the	bottom	
of	the	hill,	which	I	guess	would	be	pretty	wet	in	winter.	The	
track	then	goes	up	to	some	gates	at	the	level	crossing,	where	
it	goes	over	the	railway	line.	From	their	it	sweeps	up	to	the	
left	and	up	a	deeply	 rutted	hill.	At	 the	 top	of	 the	 rise	 you	
can	see	Windmill	Knap	ahead,	which	is	where	I	eventually	
stopped.	Up	another	rise	in	the	track	will	take	you	out	on	the	
road	at	Knitson.	When	I	got	back	to	the	field	with	the	deer	
about	twenty	or	so	minutes	later,	they	were	all	gone.		 	
	 	 	 	 														Chris Meadows

the	plants	grow	well,	in	all	this	lovely	sunshine!	Our	front-
line	staff	have	some	very	difficult	situations	which	are	still	
continuing.	It	is	great	how	the	local	community	are	coming	
together	in	all	sorts	of	ways	to	support	however	we	can.	

If	you	are	not	already	aware	of	the	charity,	‘	For	the	love	
of	scrubs’	why	not	google	it	to	find	out	more	about	how,	as	
an	individual,	you	can	support	it.	(eastdorsetscrubs@gmail.
com).

There	is	a	Go	Fund	Me	page	to	donate,	and	lots	of	inter-
esting	projects	working	on	making	scrubs	for	use	in	Poole	
and	Bournemouth	Hospitals,	GP	surgeries	and	care	homes.	
Currently	 there	 is	 also	 a	 great	 need	 for	 fabric	 face	masks,	
with	people	moving	out	of	lockdown.	

As	a	TEAM	we	can	do	it:	Together,		Everyone,	Achieves,	
More.			 	 	 	 	 				Judy	Forgan

MyTIME CHARITy PlANT SAlE.

The famous Worth Fete	being	postponed	 this	 year,	 in-
stead	of	a	Plant	Stall	we	sold	donated	plants	in	the	Vil-

lage	Hall	grounds	during	April.	On	26	April	we	held	a	bar-
gain	sale,	coinciding	with	the	2.6	London	Marathon	Charity	
Challenge,	 selling	plants	 at	 £2.60	 each.	People	passing	 the	
Village	Hall	 observed	 social	 distancing	 and	 bought	 plants	
during	their	daily	exercise	walk.

All	proceeds	have	gone	to	the	MyTime	Charity	for	young	
carers,	who	have	their	Outdoor	Centre	at	Worth.	Thanks	to	
the	generosity	of	villagers,	the	total	donated	to	MyTime	was	
an	amazing	£630!	Our	thanks	to	you	all.	

The Worth Fete Plant Stall Team

WoRTH MATRAVERS PARISH CouNCIl
Representing Harmans Cross and Worth Matravers

MAy MEETING
Due to COVID 19 Extraordinary circumstances held re-

motely by email communication and responses. 

In cOntact and PreSent Cllrs	J	Burden	Chairman),	
Cllr	I	Bugler	Vice	Chairman,	Cllrs	R	Woolford,	C	Melville,	

Mrs.	K	Riggs,	Mrs.	C	Vosper,	Mrs.	L	Spencer-Duncan.
PublIC DISCuSSIoN 

Public	Discussion	 is	 suspended	during	 this	 emergency	
period.	No	representations	from	the	public	had	been	made	
in	writing	to	the	Clerk.	

Declarations	of	Interest;	Cllr	Melville	Agenda	item	6	(f)
MINuTES oF THE lAST MEETING

The	Draft	Minutes	of	the	Council	meeting	held	on	Tues-
day,	 7	 April	 had	 been	 previously	 circulated	 and	 agreed.	
These	had	previously	been	passed	by	all	Councillors	present	
and	agreed	as	a	true	and	accurate	record.	The	Minutes	were	
signed	by	the	Chairman.	

ClERKS REPoRT oN MATTERS ARISING
The	 Action	 Points	 arising	 from	 the	 last	 and	 previous	

meetings	were	noted.	
DoRSET CouNCIlloR REPoRT

DC	Cllr	Brooks	reported	to	the	PC	that	Dorset	Council	
during	the	Covid	19	crisis	is	holding,	virtual	meetings	with	
all	Dorset	MPs	(including	Richard	Drax)	weekly	and	virtu-
al	seminars	with	all	Dorset	Council	Councillors.	 It	has	set	
up	a	distribution	centre	 for	 the	delivery	of	 food	parcels	 to	
those	deemed	vulnerable	by	central	government,	delivered	
supplies	of	PPE	to	Care	Homes	if	they	run	out,	(DC	are	not	
responsible	for	sourcing	or	delivering	PPE)	have	set	up	a	call	

THANK you 

I	would like to thank people	who	have	bought	plants	from	
our	little	roadside	stand,	which	is	running	from	VE	Day	

until	we	run	out,	and	I	would	just	like	to	say	that	we	have	
raised	 just	 about	 £200	 for	NHS	Covid	 19	 charities.	 It	 has	
been	 a	 weird	 experience,	 having	 to	 ‘wash’	 the	 money	 –	
brings	a	whole	new	meaning	to	money	laundering.	I	hope	

HARMANS CROSS

WORTH MATRAVERS
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centre	 to	 ring	 the	most	 vulnerable	 to	 identify	 their	needs,	
are	working	with	officers	to	manage	and	coordinate	their	re-
sponse	to	vulnerable	adults	and	to	vulnerable	children	and	
have	set	up	a	response	centres	to	help	parents.	

CoRRESPoNDENCE
The	Clerks	 report	 on	 the	 continued	 very	 low	 use	 and	

donations	at	 the	Parish	Council	 car	parks	was	noted.	This	
opportunity	 will	 be	 taken	 to	 carry	 out	 surface	 repairs	 at	
both	sites.	The	PC	noted	the	very	positive	local	feedback	on	
the	success	of	the	Covid	19	WM	Volunteer	goods	and	drug	
collection	assistance	scheme.	The	PC	agreed	financial	assis-
tance	 to	WMVH	for	 this	dedicated	mobile	phone	and	 top	
up	support	service.	This	mobile	is	being	transferred	between	
volunteers	organising	help	for	vulnerable	residents	in	WM	
and	HX	area	during	the	current	crisis.	

The	PC	agreed	to	object	to	the	proposed	ambulance	pro-
vision	changes	in	the	Swanage	area	

The	PC	agreed	in	principle	to	support	the	re-opening	of	
Community	Hospital	beds	as	 these	would	be	of	benefit	 to	
WM	and	Purbeck	residents.	

HIGHWAy MATTERS
East	Boro	Housing	Association	had	made	a	request	for	

a	 30mph	 speed	 limit	 on	 the	Worth	 village	 approach	 from	
their	development	at	Old	Quarry	Close.	D	C	Highways	had	
referred	them	back	to	the	PC.	The	Clerk	had	advised	EBHA	
that	DCH	required	speed	surveys	to	be	paid	for	and	the	re-
sults	to	justify	any	new	limit.	

The	Clerk	had	advised	that	a	previous	application	by	the	
PC	by	WM	Church	had	cost	the	PC	£400	for	speed	surveys	
before	DC	stated	the	results	did	not	meet	their	speed	limit	
provision	criteria.	The	Clerk	had	therefore	asked	EBHA	for	
a	donation	to	meet	these	costs	and	this	was	being	considered	
for	action	once	traffic	flows	had	resumed	and	the	develop-
ment	was	occupied.

The	PC	thanked	Dorset	Police	for	their	assistance	as	full	
restitution	 of	 all	 the	 costs	 of	 replacing	 the	 damaged	WM	
height	barrier	on	the	21/3/2020	had	been	received.	This	mat-
ter	was	now	closed.	

The	PC	noted	 reports	 received	of	 injury	 on	 the	public	
footpath	stile	by	Quarr	farm	to	a	dog	which	required	expen-
sive	veterinary	expenditure.	This	had	been	 referred	by	 the	
Clerk	to	the	DC	Footpath	Officer	responsible	for	maintain-
ing	stiles.	

The	PC	noted	 and	 fully	 supported	 the	 objection	 letter	
sent	by	the	Clerk	to	the	Department	for	Transport	officials	
considering	 the	 Swanage	 Ferry	 Company	 proposed	 2020	
fare	 increases.	 The	 PC	 noted	 the	 concerns	 expressed	 in	
WM	about	the	loss/relocation	of	historic	standing	stones	by	
Bladon	and	elsewhere	in	Worth	village.	These	concerns	had	
been	referred	by	the	Clerk	to	DCH	for	action.	

The	PC	agreed	the	scope	of	works	and	the	quotation	re-
ceived	from	the	contractor	for	the	resurfacing	/	repairs	of	the	
HX	and	WM	car	park	surface.	

PlANNING AND TREE WoRK APPlICATIoNS 
•	 	 PA,	 6/2020/0188	Valley	 Lodge	Valley	 Road,	Har-

mans	 Cross,	Wareham,	 BH20	 5HU	 Demolish	 ex-
isting	bungalow	and	garage	and	erect	a	detached	2	
storey	house	with	integral	garage	No	Objections	

•	 PA,	6/2020/0121,	Listed	building	consent	Old	Farm	
House,	Worth	Matravers,	Swanage,	BH19	3LQ	Re-
place	guttering	and	brackets	on	front	elevation	No	
Objections	

FINANCIAl MATTERS

The	PC	noted	the	External	Auditors	had	not	sent	out	the	
necessary	 Annual	 Governance	 and	 Accountability	 Return	
(AGAR)	forms	to	allow	commencement	of	the	Internal	and	
External	Audit	of	the	WMPC	2019-	2020	accounts.	A	draft	
copy	of	the	Statement	of	Accounts	as	sent	to	all	Cllrs	of	the	
2019-2020	AGAR	was	agreed.	This	would	be	signed	by	the	
Chairman	once	the	delayed	forms	were	supplied	by	the	Ex-
ternal	Auditors.	

The	 PC	 noted	 the	 continuing	 major	 loss	 of	 WM	 and	
HX	car	park	income	and	approved	a	revised	PC	Budget	for	
2020-21	 taking	 this	 into	 account.	The	 PC	 agreed	 existing	
contingency	funds	in	Reserve	balances	will	have	to	be	used	
to	finance	this	deficit	budget.

DISCuSSIoN AND INFoRMATIoN
Cllr	Bugler	expressed	concern	that	CV19	needed	to	be	

considered	as	a	separate	non-political	issue	to	any	proposed	
increased	 use	 of	 Community	 Hospitals.	 Highly	 infectious	
CV19	patients	should	not	be	put	into	close	contact	in	a	com-
munity	hospital	with	the	most	vulnerable	and	frail	patients	
in	 society.	Cllr	Vosper	 clarified	 that	Community	hospitals	
wards	 are	 being	 divided	 into	 COVID	 and	 non	 COVID	
wards.	 A	 number	 of	 community	 teams	 have	 been	 re-de-
ployed	to	support	the	patients	within	these	hospitals.

Although	there	is	a	possible	risk	to	others	more	vulner-
able’	the	two	community	hospitals	she	has	worked	in	locally	
are	managing	this	risk	extremely	well.	The	vast	number	of	
COVID	 positive	 patients	 being	 transferred	 to	 community	
hospitals	 are	 indeed	 very	 elderly	 themselves	 and	 require	
more	personal	attention	than	may	be	the	case	in	larger	Gen-
eral	 hospitals.	 A	 number	 of	 COVID	 positive	 patients	will	
not	be	 showing	any	 signs	of	 the	 condition	and	within	 the	
community	hospital	setting	they	are	repeatedly	tested	until	
clear	and	then	allowed	into	the	general	ward	if	not	able	to	
go	home.	

Cllr	Woolford	stated	that	the	Dorset	Echo	had	reported	
on	Tuesday	5	May	that	the	suspension	of	full	democracy	was	
announced	by	Dorset	Council	leader	during	an	on-line	cab-
inet	meeting.	Dorset	Council	is	claiming	that	it	is	technically	
too	difficult	to	link	82	councillors	into	a	virtual	meeting	and	
that	it	is	too	dangerous	to	get	together	in	one	place.	He	was	
concerned	that	if	that	is	correct	and	that	for	now,	all	key	de-
cisions	will	effectively	be	in	the	hands	of	the	all	Conservative	
cabinet	without	any	contemporary	scrutiny	from	the	other	
elected	councillors.	He	understood	that	feedback	from	DC	
is	implying	that	this	will	last	until	at	least	the	Autumn.	He	as	
a	Cllr	is	concerned	as	to	what	is	happening	on	the	democrat-
ic	front	as	this	situation	seems	far	from	such	a	position.	Is	
every	other	County	Council	operating	the	same	way	as	DC	
as	from	contacts	elsewhere	most	of	the	rest	of	the	country	is	
managing	to	work	from	home?     Roger Khanna

CoRFE CASTlE PARISH CouNCIl
MAy MEETING

The council were unable	to	meet	physically	in	May	due	
to	social	distancing	measures	so	held	their	meeting	vir-

tually	by	video	link;	a	provision	allowed	by	a	recent	Act	of	
Parliament.	The	public	were	able	 to	view,	or	 listen	 in,	 and	
they	did.	It	was	a	productive	meeting	and	the	facility	to	meet	
virtually	enabled	the	Council	to	proceed	with	their	business.	

The	Council	noted	the	resignation	of	Cllr	Mandy	Platts	
and	the	Chairman	thanked	Cllr	Platts	for	her	work	on	the	

KINGSTON
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Council.	Cllr	Platts	made	a	 significant	 contribution	 to	 the	
Environment	Working	Group.

The	Council	now	has	two	vacancies	so	should	anyone	be	
interested	in	representing	the	parish	on	the	Council	please	
contact	the	Clerk.	

During	the	public	half	hour	Peter	Bowyer	expressed	his	
concerns	about	the	democratic	 input	into	virtual	meetings	
held	by	Dorset	Council;	particularly	in	relation	to	planning.	

Tracey	Churcher,	General	Manager	of	the	National	Trust	
for	 the	Isle	of	Purbeck,	attended	and	addressed	the	Coun-
cil	 regarding	 the	Trust’s	gradual	 reopening	 in	 light	of	new	
government	regulations	on	exercise	and	unrestricted	travel	
to	access	exercise	on	a	daily	basis	(No	ovenight	stays	are	al-
lowed).Tracey	advised	that	Studland	had	experienced	a	high	
volume	of	visitors	the	previous	weekend,	despite	lockdown,	
and	that	going	forward	she	suspected	visitor	numbers	would	
increase.	The	Trust’s	approach	is	to	try	and	mitigate	the	vis-
itor	impact	on	local	communities	by	gradually	opening	car	
parks	and	beaches	to	encourage	visitors	to	remain	outside	of	
communities.	The	Parish	Council	have	 since	been	advised	
the	Trust’s	planned	date	for	reopening	Castle	View	Car	Park	
is	the	1	June.	To	date	there	is	no	date	to	open	the	Castle	but	
when	they	do	so	it	will	be	on	a	ticket	only	basis	and	operat-
ing	at	30%	of	capacity.	Tracey	emphasised	the	Trust	want	to	
engage	with	the	community	and	the	Parish	Council.

The	Parish	Council	 stated	 that,	while	 they	 appreciated	
the	Trust’s	intentions	to	mitigate	the	impact	of	visitors,	they	
felt	that	with	the	current	risk	of	infection	so	high	it	was	too	
early	to	be	opening	up	Purbeck.	The	PC	have	no	plans	yet	to	
reopen	the	toilets	in	West	Street.

The	PC	have	recently	received	a	complaint	about	an	in-
cident	with	the	cows	in	the	Middle	Halves	which	Tracey	will	
investigate.

Tracey	was	asked	to	comment	on	Scotland	Farm	and	if	
the	cottage	there	would	be	let	residentially	or	as	a	holiday	let.	
She	replied	it	is	intended	as	a	holiday	let	but	she	would	be	
conducting	a	review	of	housing	to	see	if	any	of	the	properties	
in	the	centre	of	the	village	could	be	let	residentially	to	local	
families.	Cllr	Fooks	enquired	about	the	installation	of	a	tap	
at	the	allotments.	Tracey	will	follow	this	up.	

The	 Council	 had	 received	 correspondence	 supporting	
the	 purchase	 of	 a	 speed	 indicator	 device	 (SID)	 and	 were	
asked	to	vote	on	the	purchase	and	installation	of	a	SID	which	
will	spend	six	weeks	outside	Castle	View,	and	six	weeks	on	
the	Swanage	end	of	East	Street	towards	the	village	centre	on	
a	 rotating	basis.	The	Council	 have	 received	 three	offers	of	
help	from	volunteers	who	will	move	the	SID.	This	is	much	
appreciated	so	thank	you	all.	

Cllr	 N	Dragon	 was	 against	 the	 expenditure.	 He	 felt	 it	
could	not	be	justified	as	the	Council	represent	the	residents	
of	 Bushey,	 Kingston	 and	 other	 areas	who	will	 not	 benefit	
from	 the	purchase.	The	vote	 carried	 6-3	 in	 favour	of	 pro-
ceeding	and	the	Clerk	will	liaise	with	Dorset	Council	to	get	
the	SID	installed.	

The	Council	have	received	further	correspondence	relat-
ing	to	speeding	at	the	exit	to	the	village	on	the	South	side.	
They	are	liaising	with	Dorset	Council	to	look	at	how	speed	
could	 be	 reduced;	 a	 SID	being	 one	 of	 their	 recommenda-
tions.	An	initial	request	to	extend	the	30	MPH	limit	or	im-
plement	a	40MPH	prior	to	the	existing	30mph	was	declined	
on	 the	 basis	 there	 is	 no	 evidence	 (collision	 data	 or	 speed	
survey	data	)	that	there	is	a	speed	issue	within	the	southern	
boundary	of	 the	30mph	 limit.	The	council	will	 revisit	 this	
issue	

The	Council	considered	expenditure	to	improve	the	sur-
face	of	the	West	Street	Residents	Car	Park.	Cllr	Clarke	asked	
whether	the	Council	wanted	to	install	a	longer	life	surface	in	
the	car	park	or	continue	operating	on	the	existing	basis	that	
the	car	park	has	regular	top	ups	(at	a	 lower	cost	each)	but	
with	the	risk	of	recurrent	problems.	Proceeding	with	a	lon-
ger	lasting	solution	would	require	a	substantial	investment	
of	reserves	which	could	be	paid	back	over	several	years	from	
any	surplus	income	from	the	car-park	fees.	

The	 Clerk	 had	 sought	 quotes	 from	 contractors	 to	 put	
a	hard	surface	through	the	centre,	costing	in	the	region	of	
£10,000	 plus	 subsequent	 costs	 for	 sufficient	 drainage.	Cllr	
Fooks	had	suggested	a	more	environmentally	 friendly	cel-
lular	product	which	could	be	filled	with	gravel.	Initial	indi-
cations	were	that	the	cost	would	be	equal	or	more	than	the	
price	of	tarmac.

The	bad	condition	of	 the	 surface	 is	 exacerbated	by	 the	
volume	of	through	traffic	which	uses	the	carpark	as	a	thor-
oughfare,	 including	 the	dustcarts.	The	Council	 resolved	 to	
seek	permission	form	Dorset	Council	to	close	the	first	en-
trance	to	the	carpark,	therefore	reducing	through	traffic	and	
minimising	wear.	It	may	be	that	with	the	reduction	in	traffic	
the	requirement	for	an	improved	surface	is	not	there.	If	per-
mission	is	granted	and	a	barrier	installed	pedestrian	access	
will	remain.	

The	Council	were	asked	to	consider	the	authorisation	of	
expenditure	on	a	planning	consultant	of	up	to	£2000	in	to-
tal	 to	help	 the	PC	comment	on	 the	 forthcoming	planning	
application	for	the	extension	of	Swanworth	Quarry.	This	is	
to	 cover	 initial	 advice	 and	 to	 aid	 in	 presenting	 comments	
on	the	application.	The	Council	would	not	necessarily	seek	
to	oppose	the	application	but	given	the	historic	interest	and	
concern	 from	parishioners	 regarding	 the	 application,	 they	
felt	 they	 should	have	 the	 expertise	 to	 scrutinise	 the	 appli-
cation	on	behalf	of	the	parishioners	who	are	affected	by	it.	

The	proposal	met	opposition	from	Cllr	N	Dragon.	The	
vote	was	carried	6-3	in	favour	of	appointing	a	planning	con-
sultant.	

The	Gods	Acre	Trustees	have	historically	managed	 the	
Gods	Acre	Cemetery	on	behalf	of	the	Parish	Council,	who	
are	the	burial	authority,	and	for	many	years	have	generous-
ly	given	their	time	to	do	so.	In	March	the	PC	resumed	re-
sponsibility	for	the	running	of	the	cemetery	and	the	Parish	
Council	were	presented	with	a	paper	composed	by	the	new	
Clerk	to	the	Gods	Acre	Cemetery,	Gill	Sellen,	and	the	Chair-
man.	The	paper	outlined	the	financial	position	of	the	ceme-
tery	and	a	plan	for	moving	forwards.	The	Council	resolved	
to	make	 some	amendments	 to	 fees	 and	 to	carry	out	 some	
initial	repairs	in	the	cemetery.	Several	points	will	be	revisited	
at	the	next	meeting.	

•	 On	 planning	 matters,	 the	 Parish	 Council	 had	 no	
objection	 and	 actively	 supported	 a	 proposal	 for	
re-alignment,	 improvements	 &	 re-opening	 of	 ex-
isting	east	access	track	at	Glebe	House,	Bucknowle,	
Wareham,	BH20	5NS.	

Council	members	have	raised	concerns	about	a	National	
trust	Treeworks	application	to	remove	a	number	of	trees	on	
the	castle	mound.	They	are	liaising	with	the	National	Trust	
who	have	provided	a	statement	explaining	the	works	are	be-
ing	carried	out	to	protect	the	scheduled	ancient	monument.	
Full	agenda	papers	and	reports	relating	to	the	meeting	can	
be	found	on	the	parish	Council	Website	corfecastlepc.org.uk

The	next	meeting	will	be	held	on	the	8	June	2020	at	7pm	
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via	Zoom.	The	Pubic	are	welcome	to	attend	and	participate	
in	 the	public	half	hour	at	 the	 start	of	 the	meeting.	Details	
will	be	posted	on	the	website	by	Tuesday	the	2	of	June.	For	
further	information	please	contact	the	Clerk.      Ali Burnett

lANGToN NEEDS youR SuPPoRT

Langton matravers Pc	is	currently	undertaking	a	survey	
of	 villagers	 to	 see	 if	 they	 would	 approve	 of	 cutting	

the	 speed	 limit	 in	 the	village	 to	20mph.	You	can	view	 the	
survey	 here	 http://langtonmatravers-pc.org/20mph-
speed-limit-in-the-village/	 and	 just	 email	 an	 answer	 to	
langtonmatravers@dorset-aptc.gov.uk 															Angela Bell

lANGToN MATRAVERS PARISH CouNCIl
 MAy VIRTuAl PARISH CouNCIl & VIRTuAl ANNuAl 

PARISH MEETING

‘Present’:	 Cllr	 W	 Knight	 in	 the	 Chair,	 Cllrs	 P	 Chris-
tie,	 P	 White,	 P.	 Loudoun,	 D	 Pearson	 and	 A	 Bell,	 I	

Vaughan-Arbuckle.	 Dorset	 Cllr	 Cherry	 Brooks	 and	 Tom	
Clarke	 form	 the	 National	 Trust	 also	 ‘attended’.	 An	 audio	
recording	of	 the	meeting	can	be	obtained	 from	the	Parish	
Office	on	receipt	of	an	s.a.e.	with	a	memory	stick.

ElECTED oFFICERS FoR 2020-21

•	 Chairman:	Cllr	Knight

•	 Vice-Chair:	Cllr	Christie

•	 Rights	of	Way:	Mr	Christopher	Hedley

•	 Tree	and	Hedgerow:	Cllr	Loudoun

•	 Emergency	Liaison:	Cllr	V-A

•	 Representatives	on	Purbeck	DAPTC:	Cllrs	Pearson	

and	Christie

•	 Allotment	Liaison	Officers:	Cllrs	Bell	and	Pearson

•	 It	was	agreed	that	Cllr	V-A	represent	the	Council	as	

Traffic	and	Highways	Liaison	Officer.	
DoRSET CouNCIlloR’S REPoRT

Cllr	Brooks	had	previously	circulated	a	written	report.	
Spencer	Flower,	Council	Leader,	has	issued	a	‘Think	Twice’	
message	 to	 discourage	 visitors	 from	 travelling	 to	 Dorset	
until	we	are	safely	‘open’	again	with	adequate	facilities;	car	
parks	and	toilets	at	visitor	destinations	will	be	kept	closed.	
There	has	been	an	increase	in	traffic,	and	the	re-opened	‘tips’	
are	being	very	well	used.	

There	will	be	a	charge	for	car	parks	when	re-opened.	The	
Eastern	Planning	Committee	met	remotely	on	Tuesday	12	
May;	Spyway	Orchard	Reserved	Matters	is	likely	to	be	dis-
cussed	in	June.	The	Council	agreed	to	support	Dorset	Coun-
cil’s	‘Think	Twice’	policy.

NATIoNAl TRuST REPoRT
Mr	Clarke	advised	that	in	response	to	the	Government’s	

lifting	 of	 travel	 restrictions	 to	 allow	 car	 travel	 to	 beaches	
and	beauty	spots,	the	Trust	will	be	opening	Knoll	Beach	and	
Shell	Bay	car	parks	at	Studland,	to	keep	visitors	out	of	the	
village.	They	will	 not	 be	opening	Spyway	 car	park	until	 1	
June.	80%	of	staff	are	furloughed	and	toilets	are	closed;	PPE	
for	staff	will	arrive	next	Wednesday.		Coasteering	is	not	al-
lowed	at	present.	

As	 anti-social	 parking	 in	 the	 village	over	 the	weekend	

LANGTON MATRAVERS

16-17	May	led	to	blocked	access	for	emergency	vehicles	in	
Gypshayes,	the	Council	decided	on	20	May	to	ask	the	Trust	
to	 open	 the	 Spyway	 car	 park	 in	 the	 hope	 that	 this	would	
move	visitor	parking	outside	the	village.

PlANNING MATTERS
•	 a)	6/2020/0180	Mr	Jon	Mortimer,	Samphire	Cottage,	

Old	Malthouse	Lane,	Langton	Matravers,	BH19	3JA.	
Construct	new	porch	on	rear	elevation.	Alterations	
to	include	2	new	doors	&	alter	external	flue.	Increase	
height	of	garden	wall	on	front	elevation.		The	Coun-
cil	OBJECTS	to	this	application	on	the	grounds	that	
the	proposed	new	height	of	the	garden	wall	onto	the	
High	street	will	not	be	in	keeping	with	the	rest	of	the	
streetscape.

•	 d)	 TPO/2020//046	 Samphire	 Cottage,	 Old	 Malt-
house	 Lane,	 Langton	 Matravers,	 BH19	 3JA.(T1)	
Cordyline	–	remove	at	ground	level.	(T2)	Prunus	–
fell	to	ground	level.	(T3)	Whitebeam	–	fell	to	ground	
level.	The	trees	currently	have	TPO	2007	(Ref	TPO	
332).	 The	 Council	 OBJECTS	 to	 this	 application;	
LMPC	has	 a	 policy	 of	 retaining	 trees	where	 at	 all	
possible,	 and	 there	 is	no	 justification	 for	 the	 trees’	
removal.

•	 b)	6/2020/0186	Mr	and	Mrs	Oliver	Fenton.	53	High	
Street,	 Langton	Matravers,	BH19	3HA.	Retrospec-
tive	 application	 for	 replacement	 of	 3	 windows,	
works	to	walls,	floors	and	fireplaces	and	chimneys,	
removal	of	living	room	partition,	new	bathroom,	in-
stall	gas	central	heating	and	upgrade	plumbing	and	
re	wire	electrics.	No	Objection

•	 	 c)	 6/2020/0224	Mr	 and	Mrs	 Stone.	 4	 St	 Georges	
Close,	 Langton	 Matravers,	 Swanage,	 BH19	 3HZ.	
Enlarge	existing	first	floor	window	on	south	eleva-
tion	to	form	a	balcony.	Erect	a	timber	porch	and	in-
sert	rooflights.	No	Objection

•	 3.	Decision	since	last	meeting.	a)	6/2020/0041	Ben	
Young,	 Nursery	 Bridge	 Farm,	 Valley	 Road,	 Har-
mans	Cross,	Swanage,	BH19	3DX.	Erect	permanent	
agricultural	workers	dwelling.	Approved	

SToP PRESS
Old	 Malthouse	 Planning	 Application	 (6/2019/0604)	 –	

revised	 plans	 have	 just	 been	 submitted.	 LMPC	 will	 hope	
to	hold	a	virtual	public	Extraordinary	meeting	in	the	third	
week	in	June	to	respond	to	the	new	plans.	Watch	the	website	
and	noticeboards	for	details.

PlAy AREA 
As	there	was	no	public	interest	in	Adult	exercise	equip-

ment,	it	was	agreed	to	drop	the	plan.	The	Clerk	to	proceed	
with	 seeking	 funding	 just	 for	 Play	 equipment.	 Possible	
multi-generational	equipment	ideas	will	be	explored	in	fu-
ture	–	eg	table	tennis	table.

Co-oPTIoN oF CouNCIlloR
Martin	Kirby	was	the	only	candidate	to	put	himself	for-

ward,	and	was	formally	voted	 in	as	 the	new	LMPC	Coun-
cillor.

NExT MEETING
The	next	 virtual	 Parish	Council	meeting	 is	 at	 7pm	 on	

Thursday,	 11	 June	 2020.	 It	will	 not	 be	 open	 to	 the	public,	
though	 an	 audio	 recording	will	 be	 available	 afterwards.	A	
full	version	of	the	May	draft	Minutes	can	be	found	at	www.
langtonmatravers-pc.org	

CoNTACT DETAIlS 
Contact	details	(page	5).									Mary Sparks, Parish Clerk



NEWS FROM NOWHERE

STRING THEoRy GoT ME THINKING

Because i have had a	recurrence	of	a	mild	but	persistent	
form	of	migraine,	I’ve	been	trying	to	avoid	watching	TV,	

as	concentrating	visually	seems	to	aggravate	it.	BBC	Sounds	
is	therefore	a	huge	source	of	alternative	enjoyment	and	edifi-
cation	during	these	difficult	times.	I	listen	to	it	on	my	phone,	
which	I	can	shove	in	my	pocket	while	I’m	working	around	
the	house	or	garden.	It’s	very	good	at	feeding	the	inner	nerd	
in	you,	if	you’re	that	way	inclined.	This	morning	30	April,	for	
instance,	they	repeated	Melvyn	Bragg’s	‘In	our	Time’,	which	
was	first	aired	in	2017	on	Radio	4.	It	was	all	about	Carl	Frie-
drich	Gauss,	German	(1777	–	1855).	Briefly,	Carl	came	from	
a	very	poor	 family,	who,	at	 the	age	of	 three,	 is	reported	to	
have	interrupted	his	father	while	Dad	was	working	out	aloud	
and	paying	wages	to	someone	who	worked	for	him.	Young	
Carl	said,	“Papa,	that	calculation	is	wrong!”	Three	years	later	
when	he	started	school,	he	went	on	to	astound	his	teachers	
with	his	ability	to	do	mental	arithmetic.	When	he	was	9,	the	
class	was	asked	to	add	up	all	the	numbers	between	1	and	100.	
While	 the	rest	were	 ferreting	away,	Carl,	 in	minutes,	came	
up	to	the	teacher	with	one	figure	on	his	slate	-	5050.	He	had	
spotted	that	if	you	add	the	first	and	last	numbers	together	1	
+	100	=101,	2	+	99	=	101	and	so	on,	the	pairs	add	up	to	the	
same	figure.	There	are	50	of	these,	so	5050.	His	teacher	then	
persuaded	the	Duke	of	Brunswick	to	become	his	patron.	The	
Duke	saw	him	through	school,	university	and	beyond	until	
the	patron	himself	was	killed	in	a	war	with	the	French.	Carl’s	
work	went	on	to	guide	mathematics	for	couple	of	centuries.	
He,	for	example,	predicted	correctly,	the	passage	of	the	mi-
nor	planet	Ceres	just	as	it	disappeared	behind	the	sun,	using	
information	he	had	gathered	together	about	ellipses.	He	also	
invented	the	first	electromagnetic	telegraph.	He	strung	the	
wire	between	two	buildings	so	that	he	and	his	collaborator	
could	 communicate,	 until	 one	day	 it	was	hit	 by	 lightning.	
His	calculations	went	on	to	help	the	development	of	radio.	
He	 saved	his	university’s	pension	 scheme	 from	going	bust	
and	made	a	lot	of	money	for	his	family	on	the	stock	market.	
Who	said	maths	was	boring?

Thanks	to	our	marvellous	National	Broadcaster,	I	spent	
the	previous	evening	listening,	in	a	less	demanding	way,	to	
Radio	4	Extra,	feasting	on	Dick	Francis	c1994,	‘Claire	in	the	
Community’	 the	best	 sitcom	ever	on	 radio	 in	my	opinion	
and	Hancock’s	Half	Hour	to	name	but	a	few.	With	Sounds,	
as	with	iPlayer	and	other	platforms,	you	aren’t	confined	by	
the	time	of	broadcast.	Imagine	if	we	were	in	lockdown	from	
Spanish	Flu	in	1918	with	none	of	these	aids	for	maintaining	
our	sanity.

Going	back	to	learning	mode	and	on	to	my	title.	On	28	
April	 I	 listened	to	 ‘The	Life	Scientific’.	A	series	where	Pro-
fessor	Jim	Al-Khalili	interviews	people	outstanding	in	their	
field	of	science.	This	time	it	was	Professor	Brian	Greene	of	
Colombia	University	NY,	who	has	studied	Super	String	The-
ory	since	he	became	a	Rhodes	scholar	after	Harvard.	At	Ox-
ford	he	learnt	about	the	work	on	the	Theory	of	Everything,	
which	led	on	to	his	study	of	string	particles	that	vibrate	in	10	
or	11	dimensions.	So	small,	that	to	detect	them	you	would	
need	to	build	a	new	Hadron	Collider	the	size	of	the	galaxy.	
Yes,	that	small.

Jim	asked	him	if	it	worried	him,	that	it	wasn’t	currently	
possible	to	physically	prove	the	existence	of	strings.	He	re-
plied	 that	he	was	happy	 to	know	 that	 the	maths	had	been	
done	 correctly	 and	 definitely	 supported	 the	 proposition	

that	 strings	 existed	 and	 that	 they	 do	 so	 in	 other	 dimen-
sions.	 i.e.	not	 just	height	and	width	et	cetera.	To	illustrate,	
he	said	imagine	laying	out	a	garden	hose.	From	a	distance	
you	can	see	a	one	-	dimensional	 line	but	as	you	get	much	
closer,	you	become	aware	of	another	dimension	 that	curls	
away	from	you.	Strings	are	like	that,	infinitely	small	inside	
an	atom,	curling	in	another	dimension.	To	support	his	posi-
tion	on	the	maths	lacking	experimental	verification,	we	can	
look	back	to	our	friend	Gauss,	whose	unverified	calculations	
helped	Einstein,	years	later,	perfect	his	work	on	relativity.

Jim	then	asked	if	he	felt	that	there	was	no	longer	a	place	
for	religion?	His	reply	was	interesting.	He	said	he	came	from	
a	Jewish	family	but	was	no	 longer	religious.	However,	un-
like	some	of	his	colleagues	who	do	take	that	view,	he	said	he	
saw	things	in	a	different	light.	He	was	completely	confident	
that	 science	 held	 the	 answers	 to	 the	 question	 “How?”	An	
outward	journey	of	the	mind,	as	he	described	it.	In	his	view	
though,	there	was	a	place	for	religious	thinkers	(and	non	-	
religious	philosophers	I	imagine	he	meant	too)	in	answering	
the	scientifically,	unsolved	question	“Why?”	As	in	“Why	are	
we	here?”	In	this	case	taking	an	inward	journey	of	the	mind.

Now	you	may	have	heard	 that	 said	before	but	 I	hadn’t	
and	I	thought	that	it	was	a	very	interesting	perspective.	So	
readers,	in	these	dire,	lockdown	times,	what	do	you	think?	
Do	we	need	to	take	an	inward	journey	of	the	mind	to	revise	
any	of	our	ingrained	norms,	as	 individuals	or	as	a	society,	
to	cope	with	the	undoubted	struggles	ahead?	Answers	on	a	
side	of	A4	by	the	next	issue	please?	Oh	–	but	before	you	do,	
it	might	help	to	listen	to	‘A	Cure	At	What	Cost?’	Radio	4	on	
3	May.		 	 	 													 														Chris Meadows

GARDENING Joy

It has been a difficult time with	Covid	but	without	hard	
times	we	don't	enjoy	the	good	times,	and	there	have	been	

so	many	lovely	things	happening.	People	helping	strangers,	
getting	to	know	neighbours	and	their	family	better,	as	well	
as	 learning	 how	 to	manage	 in	 difficult	 times.	 Some	 have	
had	too	much	to	do,	but	many	have	had	the	spare	time	and	
learnt	how	to	cook,	do	new	hobbies,	work	from	home.	Also	
enjoying	reading,	walking	and	learning	new	technology	to	
keep	in	contact	with	friends.

	 I	 have	 saved	money	 spending	nothing	on	petrol,	 and	
only	 shopping	 weekly	 has	 stopped	 the	 impulse	 buying!	
There	have	been	wonderful	night	skies	and	in	the	day	time	
everything	looks	brighter	and	the	birds	sing	so	beautifully	
and	never	 seem	to	 stop.	 I	wonder	 if	 they	are	enjoying	 the	
clean	air	as	much	as	I	am.

I’m	afraid	 that	 life	 is	 going	 to	be	hard	 for	 a	 time	with	
many	people	earning	less,	and	food	is	going	to	be	short	and	
will	 cost	more.	 I	 think	we	now	need	 to	grow	more	of	 the	
food	we	eat.	We	all	need	outside	green	spaces	to	relax	in,	and	
it	will	be	really	worthwhile	spending	time	in	the	garden	de-
spite	the	hard	work!	As	James	wrote	in	last	month’s	Dubber	
our	land	is	“a	precious	gift”.

	 I	 have	 always	 enjoyed	 gardening.	Mostly	 I	 love	 being	
outside	and	working	in	the	fresh	air,	and	in	winter	I	enjoy	
looking	at	seed	catalogues	beside	the	fire.	This	year	we	or-
dered	41	different	varieties	of	vegetable	seeds	(and	6	of	flow-
er	seeds),	these	added	to	quite	a	few	home	saved	seeds,	will	
give	fresh	or	stored	vegetables	all	year.

The	older	I	get	the	lazier	I	get,	and	so	waste	a	lot	of	time	
watching	 the	 fascinating	wealth	 of	 birds	 that	 come	 to	 the	
bird	tables.	Past	them,	looking	to	the	West	is	my	main	flow-
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other	young	people.	They	have	absolutely	nothing	 to	 look	
forward	to	and	the	young	are	so	psychologically	vulnerable.	
Maybe,	it’s	our	turn	to	take	a	hit	for	the	team;	we’ve	had	our	
youthful	fun	and	can	stomach	spending	days	in	the	garden	
and	nights	in	front	of	the	telly,	if	it	means	keeping	safe.	Sure-
ly,	we	can	allow	the	rest	of	the	country	some	freedom?	

Young	people	say	that	us	oldies	have	had	the	best	of	ev-
erything.	We	have	had	free	tertiary	education,	steady	jobs,	
owned	 houses	 and	 retired	 on	 substantial	 pensions.	 They	
won’t	have	 the	 luxury	of	any	of	 that.	They	have	 to	pay	 for	
university,	work	on	zero	hours	contracts	and	live	with	un-
affordable	housing	and,	to	top	it	all,	 they	will	end	up	with	
meagre	pensions.	If	you	add	the	 ‘Covid	Tax’	that	they	will	
have	to	pay	for	the	rest	of	their	lives	and	their	anger	because	
us	oldies	voted	for	Brexit,	it’s	surprising	they	haven’t	thrown	
us	to	the	wolves	already!

Let’s	 just	 try	 and	 be	 a	 bit	more	 charitable	 and	 look	 at	
the	huge	complexity	of	 the	picture	 instead	of	 sinking	 to	a	
‘them’	and	‘us’	mentality.	There	is	a	lot	to	be	said	for	keep-
ing	calm,	social	distancing,	washing	our	hands	and	wearing	
face	coverings	in	shops,	etc.	We	are	all	in	this	mess	together.	
Let’s	just	eat	our	eggs…	throwing	them	at	windows	is	such	a	
waste.		 	                       Angela Bell
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 POEMS

This	poem	has	special	memories	for	Pat	Walsh	of	Corfe	
Castle	who	was	nursing	and	caring	for	others	for	over	60	
years.	Born,	Patricia	Audley	at	Acton	Field,	Pat	married	
Gordon	Walsh	from	Worth	and	was	a	bell-ringer	at	Worth,	
Kingston	and	Christchurch	Priory.	Pat’s	nursing	career	took	
her	to	hospitals	at	Wallingford	and	Herrison,	near	Dorches-
ter.	Pat’s	mother	gave	her	a	cutting	from	a	magazine	
containing	this	inspirational	poem	when	she	was	a	young	
nurse.	She	carries	this	poem	with	her	always	and	would	like	
to	share	it	with	others	at	this	troubled	time.	

a nurse’s Prayer

Because	the	day	that	stretches	out	for	me	
Is	full	of	busy	hours,	I	come	to	Thee,	

To	ask	thee	Lord,	that	thou	wilt	see	me	through
The	many	things	that	I	may	have	to	do.

Help	me	to	make	my	beds	the	smoothest	way,
Help	me	to	make	more	tempting	every	tray,
Help	me	to	serve	when	pain	must	have	relief,

Help	me	to	deal	with	those	borne	down	by	grief
Help	me	to	take	to	every	patient’s	room

The	light	of	life	to	brighten	up	the	gloom,
Help	me	to	bring	to	every	soul	in	fear

The	sure	and	steadfast	thought	that	Thou	art	near,
And	if	today,	or	if	tonight,	maybe

Some	patients	in	my	care	set	out	to	sea
To	face	the	great	adventure	we	call	death,

Sustain	them,	Father,	in	their	parting	breath.
Help	me	to	live	throughout	this	live-long	day
As	one	who	loves	Thee	well,	dear	Lord,	I	pray;
And	when	the	day	is	done,	and	evening	stars
Shine	through	the	dark	above	sunset	bars,

When	weary	quite,	I	turn	to	seek	my	rest,
Lord,	may	I	truly	know	I’ve	done	my	best.

Ruth Wynant Wheeler

er	border,	 tucked	under	 a	 8-ft	Purbeck	 stone	wall.	This	 is	
a	 rather	hot	 and	dry	border	 edged	with	 the	path	winding	
down	to	a	pond,	orchard	and	then	away	into	the	distance	to	
Kingston,	Tyneham	and	the	ocean	beyond.

In	that	bed	this	spring	I've	been	amazed	at	the	wonder-
ful	banks	of	Primroses	and	then	Irises,	growing	between	the	
orange	 and	yellowy	Calendulas	which	have	been	 like	 rays	
of	sunshine	for	the	last	seven	months.	There	have	also	been	
the	Forget-me-nots,	a	sea	of	blue	but	these	are	now	fading,	
getting	mildew	and	must	be	pulled.	When	weeding	I	usually	
leave	 the	weeds	as	a	mulch	to	protect	 the	soil,	Forget-me-
nots	 rot	 down	 especially	 well.	 People	 say	 this	 encourages	
slugs	and	snails,	but	I	need	slugs	and	snails	for	feeding	the	
wild	birds	and	I	find	that	they	clean	up	some	diseases	like	
rose	black	spot	and	tulip	blight	so	I	only	kill	the	ones	I	find	
eating	healthy	Hosta	plants!

In	the	last	few	days,	I've	had	great	fun	arranging	the	Hos-
ta	pots	around	my	pear	tree.	I	put	them	fairly	close	together	
so	that	I	do	not	have	to	water	them	too	frequently	and	this	
year	I	am	lining	the	top	of	the	pots	with	my	sheep	fleece	to	
discourage	the	slugs	and	snails	 from	getting	 into	the	pots.	
Recently	 I've	been	growing	more	plants	with	different	 co-
loured	foliage.	So,	sitting	in	my	Sun	Room	looking	South	the	
bright	colours	come	from	a	few	pots	in	the	old	stone	sinks,	
and	the	different	shades	of	Hosta	leaves.	Next,	the	overwin-
tered	Pelargoniums	will	be	there	to	brighten	up	this	view.	

One	should	love,	enjoy	and	be	thankful	for	the	wonders	
of	the	natural	world	and	I	feel	this	in	my	garden.	I	hope	that	
you	are	enjoying	your	gardens	also	and	look	forward	to	the	
end	of	Covid	when	I	would	love	to	see	you	here.			 	
	 	 	 	 		 	Rachel Helfer
THEM & uS

Last week,	 I	went	on	my	first	outing	to	get	some	plants	
from	 the	 local	 nursery;	my	 joy	 at	 a	 bit	 of	 green	 retail	

therapy	was	complete,	but	short	lived.	As	I	admired	nature’s	
beautiful	 gifts,	 I	 overheard	 a	 kindly	 local	 describing	 how	
much	he	hated	second	home	owners	and	frequently	‘egged’	
their	windows	and	left	‘go	home’	notes	on	their	cars.	I	was	
reminded	of	the	recent	local	news	story	about	a	visitor	hav-
ing	his	car	‘keyed’	by	another	benevolent	local	who	also	left	
a	‘go	home’	note	on	the	car.

I	understand	where	all	this	anger	is	coming	from,	as	the	
angst	 about	 Covid	 has	 affected	 everybody	 but,	 surely,	 we	
should	take	a	minute	and	listen	to	ourselves	and	show	a	lit-
tle	Christianity?	OK,	coronavirus	is	frightening,	particularly	
to	us	over	70s,	but	we	don’t	own	Purbeck.	Many	people	have	
been	cooped	up	in	flats	and	houses	in	the	middle	of	the	city	
for	the	last	two	months	and,	perhaps,	some	of	them	deserve	
to	get	out	into	the	country,	if	only	to	keep	their	sanity.

There	is	also	the	bigger	picture.	I	feel	so	sad	for	our	lo-
cal	 businesses,	 shops,	 restaurants	 and	pubs.	They	were	 all	
affected	last	summer	when	the	ferry	was	out	of	service	and	
this	year	 is	 set	 to	be	even	worse.	 It’s	 the	 tourist	 trade	 that	
keeps	Purbeck	alive	and,	if	we	keep	people	away	at	all	costs	
by	 throwing	 eggs	 and	 scratching	 cars,	we	won’t	 be	 saving	
ourselves	from	coronavirus,	that	is	here	to	stay,	but	we	will	
be	destroying	our	children/grandchildren’s	future.	They	are	
the	ones	who	are	going	to	be	paying	for	all	this.

I	look	at	my	17-year-old	granddaughter	and	weep.	She’s	
stuck	 in	 front	of	 a	 screen	five	days	a	week	 trying	 to	 learn	
but,	at	the	end	of	it,	there	is	no	chance	of	a	night	out	with	
her	mates.	At	her	age,	I	was	having	a	great	time…	it	was	the	
swinging	sixties.	But	this	isolation	is	miserable	for	her	and	
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Vannes cathedral, 1998

I	had	nothing	to	say	to	you...	but,	passing	by,	I	pushed	open	
the	door	to	look	in...

Out	of	curiosity...	maybe	also	to	pray?
How	good	it	is,	this	silence	–	and	I	let	it	flood	over	me.

How	good	it	is,	in	your	house.
I	had	nothing	to	say	to	you,	but	I	am	drawn	by	this	altar...	

these	chairs	and	these	empty	pews	speak	to	me	of	those	not	
here,	

those	who	come	to	pray	at	other	times,	because	for	them	
you	are	the	living	God.

Yes	indeed,	without	a	doubt,	you	are	alive	in	this	church.
You	are	the	eternal	one,	the	saint,	the	creator,

the	mighty	one	who	is,	who	was,	and	who	is	to	come.
I	pushed	open	the	door	of	that	old	church,	where	

everything	spoke	to	me	of	you...	I	paused	there...	and	I	
found	peace.

But	I	must	move	on...	and	yet	I	wish	to	stay.
I	had	nothing	to	say	to	you,	and	I	have	surprised	myself	by	

talking	to	you.
I	shall	carry	away,	for	myself	–	but	not	for	myself	alone,	

your	silence,	and	your	peace,
your	humble	presence	in	this	place,	God	of	strength,	God	

of	might,	immortal	God.
You	welcomed	me...	I	met	you.

I	shall	tell	others	of	this,	that	perhaps	they	too	may	one	day	
discover	your	presence.

            Jacques Fournier

The Foxes of London
(Based on family experiences of urban fox encounters)

Reynardine’s	daughter	is	out	on	the	town
Gliding	along	in	her	golden	red	gown

Through	Leytonstone’s	byways	to	where	she	will	dine
Her	footwork	is	faultless,	her	witchy	eyes	shine

She	won’t	linger	long	where	the	street-lights	are	bright	
The	foxes	of	London	are	dancing	tonight

The	high	garden	wall	needs	a	chap’s	careful	tread	
His	thick	winter	fur	has	a	hue	of	brick-red
Home	from	the	office	via	an	Islington	deli									

They	leave	out	his	supper	and	then	turn	on	the	telly
Their	guest	arrives	promptly	and	eats	all	in	haste	

The	foxes	of	London	have	awfully	good	taste	

Two	hungry	cubs	on	the	Hanger	Lane	Junction
Spot	a	kebab	left	from	somebody’s	luncheon

The	younger	one	stops	on	the	road	and	is	gone	
Under	the	wheels	of	a	pantechnicon

Scavenging	scraps	puts	some	meat	on	the	bone
The	foxes	of	London	are	holding	their	own		

On	Barons	Court	Road	to	the	Margravine	Cemetery	
Goes	a	man-about-town	on	his	business	of	thievery

Ripping	black	plastic	and	tipping	up	bins,	
For	chicken	bones,	tea	bags	and	banana-less	skins
They	unlock	their	Audis	and	moan	at	the	mess
But	the	foxes	of	London	have	tasted	success

It’s	a	stroll	in	the	Park	for	some	earth-worms	and	beetles	
Dodging	smashed	bottles	and	discarded	needles

Lying	in	wait	at	the	Science	Museum	
For	a	rat	or	a	mouse	or	a	slow-witted	pigeon	
The	vixen	is	calling	her	mate	with	a	scream 
The	foxes	of	London	are	living	the	dream

    Michael Humphrey



JuNE 2020
11 7pm Virtual	LMPC	Meeting Variety!
8 7pm Virtual	CCPC	Meeting Variety!

WHAT’S ON

EVERy WEEK
Folk Dancing Tues	7.30-9.45pm LMVH
HX Art Group
Judy		781033

Tues	2-5pm	 HXVH	

Life Drawing
Sue	Blake	427621

Thurs	2-4pm	 HXVH

lANGToN SCouTS & GuIDES (Term	time	only)
explorers
Stephen	Gadd

Phone	for	times
07917181525

Langton	
Scout	Hut

rainbows & 
guides:Val	Burden

Phone	for	times
439209

Langton	
Scout	Hut

Brownies
Sue	Bonfield

Phone	for	times
427281

Langton	
Scout	Hut

dOmeStic aBuSe - troubles at Home
in this time of isolation and staying at home, there is sadly, but inevitably, an increase in the 

incidence of domestic violence and abuse. Family tensions are increased and victims may 
feel they cannot escape and may be in isolation with their abuser.

if you are worried about yourself, or you are concerned about someone else, please follow 
this link to the Benefice website

 where you will find contact details that may be useful.
Further information about practical support in the community during the covid 19 emer-

gency can also be found here on the Benefice website.

Support Putlake Village Shop
We are applying for a Rural Grant to help with the building of 

Village shop and Car Park 
Our agent has suggested that to help us secure such a grant, 

letters of support from the local community 
would help our cause in securing this

If you wish to support us in this venture please email or drop in 
such letters to us by Monday 15 June

Steve and Karen
Putlake Adventure Farm

High Street 
Langton Matravers

Swanage
Dorset, BH19 3EU

01929 422917
Putlake-farm@btconnect.com       www.putlakeadventurefarm.co.uk  
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http://http://purbeckhillsbenefice.wordpress.com
http://purbeckhillsbenefice.wordpress.com
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• 30 years practical gardening experience
• R.H.S. Advanced Certificate in Horticulture
• Plant selection and maintenance
• Expertise in herbaceous beds and borders
• Creativity and individuality

Telephone: Penny 07870 437967 
email: pen.jl@hotmail.com

Penny Cleaver 
Professional Plantsman Gardener

 

       CORFE 
 & PURBECK  

HOLIDAYS Do you have a property which 
you would like to holiday let? 
 

We specialise in letting holiday properties around Corfe Castle and are now 
looking to expand our portfolio to include properties in surrounding villages, 
rural locations and coastal properties within the beautiful Purbeck area. 
 

Letting your holiday home can be both enjoyable and rewarding and we provide 
owners with a professional, friendly and flexible service.  We offer a Marketing & 
Booking Service or a Fully Managed Service, both with very competitive rates of 
commission or we can work with you to provide a service to suit your needs. 
 

Please telephone, email or call in to our new office in Corfe for information or to 
discuss your requirements. 
 

  
    

   

  

 
 

 
25a West Street, Corfe Castle, Wareham, Dorset BH20 5HA  • Telephone: 01929 480050 

   Website: corfeandpurbeckholidays.com  • Email: info@corfeandpurbeckholidays.com 

Holme for Gardens
• Your Local Garden Centre with knowlegeable staff   
• Large Farm Shop with Local Produce at its best   
•  The Orchard Café with delicious Holme-made 

cakes, cream teas & lunches

Holme Nurseries Ltd, West Holme Farm, Wareham, Dorset. BH20 6AQ 
01929 554716 | www.holmeforgardens.co.uk

Splendid facilities include:
•	 Large main hall & separate meeting room - 

ideal for all events
•	 Advanced audio, digital projection & lighting systems, 

fully	fitted	commercial	kitchen,	two-way	servery	&	patio	
doors to outside terrace

•	 New	Children’s	Playground	&	large	recreational	field	
Adjacent to Swanage Railway with ample parking 
space

Please phone Tina/David on 480540
Full details, prices & information at 

www.harmanscrosshall.co.uk

Harmans Cross Village Hall

 

 

 

MS Sports Massage & 
Soft Tissue Therapy 

Level 5 BTEC - Sports & Remedial Massage 
 

Decreases muscle tension, improves flexibility, 
boosts performance, faster injury recovery 

 
Mobile sports massage therapy 

Treatment in your own home at a time to suit you 
 

Mel Shanks: 07795 198857 
Facebook: mssportsmassage 

email: mssportsmassage@yahoo.com 
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Thinking of selling your property?
For Free Marketing Advice

in complete conÞdence, without obligation

contact Corbens
The Property Professionals 

for Swanage and the Isle of Purbeck

01929 422284    corbens.co.uk

W.F.SnOOK & SOn Ltd   
installers of

PvC-u and Aluminium
Windows · Doors · Patio Doors 
Bifolding Doors

conservatories · Sectional garage doors
doors · guttering

‘Kestrel’ PVC-u Fascia · Soffit · Mouldings etc
tel/Fax. 01929 481581
10	Year	insurance	backed	guarantee

Fensa
13202

01929 66 00 00
alburyandhall.co.uk

info@alburyandhall.co.uk

Thinking of selling your home?
Contact our dedicated and helpful team 

for prompt professional service and advice

national inspection council for 
electrical installation contracting

approved	contractor

A.R.HARRIS & SON
ELECTRICAL	CONTRACTORS

Unit	7,	Purbeck	Business	Centre,	
Victoria	Avenue,	Swanage	Dorset	BH19	1AU

Phone	01929	424518		Fax	01929	427519
Emergency	24hr	call-out	service	07976	848880

Fully	Qualified	Electricians
for	all	your	electrical	needs

April Cottage & Lapland Lodge B&B

Swiss Cheese Fondue
& Raclette  Evenings

October to May 
Open to all but reservation
 essential  (max 8 persons)

Anglo - Swiss hospitality at its best!
Info: www.purbeckbedandbreakfast.net

Tel: 01929 477 173 / 07753 244 328
Harmans Cross, Swanage BH19 3DS

KDL Builders & Maintenance 

Plumbing & Heating, Tiling, Flooring,  

Roofing & Guttering, Shed felts and bases,  

Fencing, Carpentry , Painting & Decorating 

Free Estimates and Advice 

Call 8am to 10pm  ~  7 days 

Mobile 0747 512 8249  or  (01929)-448548 
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DOORS, WINDOWS & LOCKS
GLASS REPAIRS: MISTED, DAMAGED DOUBLE

GLAZED UNITS REPLACED.
PVC-U & TIMBER WINDOWS & DOORS INSTALLED

 INTERIOR DOORS FITTED.
PVC-U DOOR PANELS REPLACED.

CAT FLAPS FITTED.
LOCKS OPENED, REPLACED, UPGRADED.

SNAPPED KEYS EXTRACTED.
HANDLES - HINGES - LETTER BOXES - SEALS - GASKETS REPLACED.

DOOR & WINDOW RESTRICTORS & KEY SAFES FITTED.
Tel: 01929 481496

Mobile: 07484186617
Email: dwlocks@outlook.com

FENSA, MTC-CRB CHECKED.  GGFI INSURANCE-BACKED GUARANTEE

                           All types of Building Work undertaken        

Fully Qualified Tradesmen

FREE ESTIMATES

“Newfoundlands”,  Newfoundlands Close
Worth Matravers, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 3LX
Tel/Fax 01929 439209 Mobile 07966 216288

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY
APPRENTICE TRAINED 32 YEARS EXPERIENCE

KITCHENS, WARDROBES, LOFT CONVERSIONS
PURPOSE MADE JOINERY

GENERAL CARPENTRY AND JOINERY

WOOD FLOORING SPECIALIST
PURBECK STONE FLOOR SPECIALIST

TEL: O1929 408044 
MOB: O7876 152 897
EMAIL:  swanagecarpentry@gmail.com

 

 

 

Proudly serving the Isle of Purbeck since 1892 

Dorset Funeral Plan Details Available on Request 

www.jamessmithfunerals.co.uk 60a Kings Road, Swanage 

office@jamessmithfunerals.co.uk 01929 422445 (24hrs) 

 

 

 

Ian Bugler 
 

ITB GARDENING and TREE CARE LTD 
 

GRASS CUTTING, Inc FIELDS and PADDOCKS 
 

FENCING, HEDGES and LANDSCAPING 
 

01929 439453  -  07930 434694 
Email: itbgardeningltd@gmail.com 

 

Fb: ITB Gardening And Tree Care Ltd 
 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE  

 

 



The Dubber  21

Professional Carpet &
Window Cleaning

15 Hillsea rd 
swanage  bH19 2ql 

Telephone 426346	or		07919	277	568

01929 427427/ 554700

www.SootyTheSweep.com
Established 1980
Member of NACS & HETAS
Any flue swept
Nests removed
Cowls, pots, nets fitted 
Ladder work
Wood burner servicing
Family business 
Fully Insured

SM Radestock 
Quality Decorating
& Refurbishment

Quality Interiors & Exteriors
Handpainted Kitchens

Full House Refurbishments
all work guaranteed, excellent references
work carried out by qualified tradesman

contact Simon on
m. 07973 697435     t. 01929 480491

Harmans Cross, Corfe, BH20

www.radestock.co.uk

Littlebirds  
Home and Holiday Help 
➢ Cleaning 
➢ Laundry 
➢ Shopping 
➢ Gardening 
➢ Eco friendly products and ethos 

 
We clean.  We garden.  We cook.  We help 

For a quotation or for further information please call or email 
01929 424700 info@purbeckcleanandgarden.co.uk 

 

PURBECK STONE
CONSTRUCTION
Stone supplied and fixed by
THE STONEWORK SPECIALISTS
Patios - Porches - Fireplaces - Walls, etc

Ross Prior, ‘Cosy Corner’
off Haycrafts Lane

Harmans Cross, Swanage

Telephone: 481217
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JONATHAN STEDMAN
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Experienced |   Local  |   Personal  |  Friendly 

Tax & Accounts Advice

01929 480899

Email: jonathanstedman@hotmail.co.uk

 BRIAN GLASSOCK BUILDERS LTD  

Tel: 01929 422732  Mob: 07720 851363 

BG Extensions, Alterations, 
Loft Conversions, Roofing,  

Carpentry, Kitchens,  
Bathrooms, Stonework  

& Repairs. 
 

FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Established 1994 
 

B.F.A.  Albin
Painter & Decorator

Household Maintenance •
Big or Small Jobs •

Free Estimates •
Discounts for OAPs

Tel : 01929 422763
Mob: 07900 145950


