
Elizabeth Darcy-Jones, third from the left, reads from her book of ‘Tea Poetry,’ 
Distinguished Leaves, at a Cream Tea & Poetry event held at Worth Matravers 

Tea & Supper Rooms during February’s Purbeck Literary Festival
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National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting

approved contractor

Thinking of selling your property?
For FREE ADVICE without obligation consult

The Property Professionals
41 Station Road, Swanage 

Tel: (01929) 422284    www.corbens.co.uk

A.R.HARRIS & SON
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Unit 7, Purbeck Business Centre, 
Victoria Avenue, Swanage Dorset BH19 1AU

Phone 01929 424518  Fax 01929 427519
Emergency 24hr call-out service 07976 848880

Fully Qualified Electricians
for all your electrical needs

                      All types of Building Work undertaken        

 

Fully Qualified Tradesmen

FREE ESTIMATES

“Newfoundlands”,  Newfoundlands Close
Worth Matravers, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 3LX
Tel/Fax 01929 439209 Mobile 07966 216288

Established 1873

CHARTERED SURVEYORS
ESTATE AGENTS   *   VALUERS

Purbeck’s largest Self-Catering
Holiday Department

IAN T BUGLER
TREE CARE AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE

NO JOB TOO SMALL
LAWNS CUT, FENCING & TREE SURGERY

NVQ & CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED
Fully Insured

JAMES SMITH funeral directors
(Swanage) Ltd

AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN SERVICE
PROUDLY SERVING THE ISLE OF PURBECK SINCE 1892

OFFERING A CARING AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Private Chapels of Rest - Memorials - Floral Tributes
Personal pre-arrangements - Pre-paid Funeral Plans

IMMEDIATE PERSONAL ATTENTION COVERING ALL AREAS
FOR ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE AT ANY TIME DAY OR NIGHT

CALL SWANAGE 01929 422445
60A KINGS ROAD SWANAGE

Railway House
2 Rempstone Road
Swanage Dorset

Tel: 423333
Fax:427533

www.milesandson.co.uk

1 Begbie Cottages
Worth Matravers
Swanage, Dorset
BH19 3LQ

01929 439453
Mobile 07930 434694

S�TTL�  ��T�R�L ST���

Suppliers of Purbeck stone
for Building & Landscaping

Walling, Rockery, Crazy Paving
Flags, Kerbs, Flooring, Roof Tile

& Polished Purbeck Stone

www.stone.uk.com
01929 423576

California Quarry, Panorama Road, Swanage



WELCOME & CONTENTS

Deadline for Next Issue
The editor, Angela Bell, appreciates the early submission 
of contributions but, for those cutting it fine, the dead-
line for the April issue is noon on 21 March and it will be 
ready for stapling on 25 March.

Contributions & Notifications 
The editor welcomes news contributions and letters as 
well as notifications of events within the Parishes for the 
What’s On section and, space permitting, for free ‘one 
off ’ box adverts which are included at the Editor’s dis-
cretion. These can be submitted online to ed@thed-
ubber.co.uk or by post to The Editor, 2 The Steddings, 
Langton Matravers, BH19 3EU ((427202) or by hand 
to St George’s Church or The Post Office, Langton Ma-
travers. 

How to Format Submissions
Preferably, (but don’t worry too much!) all emailed Dub-
ber submissions should be sent as 12 point Times New 
Roman (or Minion Pro, if you have it) plain type (i.e. no 
bold, italic or underlining) aligned left with single line 
spacing. Those people seeking a really professional finish 
can consult www.guardian.co.uk/styleguide for the de-

finitive guide to copywriting!

The On-line Dubber
Martin White uploads The On-line Dubber  and can be 
contacted at martin@thedubber.co.uk. Martin also wel-
comes additional photographs for inclusion on the web. 

Permanent Advertising & Dubber Distribution
At the moment, there is a waiting list for permanent ad-
vertising within the magazine but, if you are interested, 
you can be placed on the waiting list. You will be contacted 
when you get near the top. 

All adverts get the same amount of space (8cm x 6cm) 
and the cost is £72 per year; this is the minimum run. 
Please contact The Dubber  Secretary, Terry Whicker 
(terry@thedubber.co.uk) 29 Henbury Rise, Corfe Mullen, 
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 3TE ((01202 695544) for more 
details or bookings. 

Terry Whicker also deals with queries about the distri-
bution of The Dubber in the Parishes. 

Additionally, if you, or someone you know, are leav-
ing/have left the parishes and would like to continue to 
receive a copy of The Dubber,  please contact the Secretary 
via email or telephone to arrange this.
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Inside this issue...

view on-line at www.thedubber.co.uk

3 welcome from the editor

4 The Parishes letter from the Rectory

5 The Parishes Services & Parish Business

6 General News

8 Kingston News 

9 Harmans Cross News

10 Langton Matravers News

12 Worth Matravers News

13 News from Nowhere

15 What’s On

It’s another big thank you 
to David Roberts of DJ 

Bookbinders in Harmans 
Cross for presenting us with 
a bound edition of all the 
2013 Dubbers. We really 
appreciate having this edition for the archives. 

I would also like to thank all of those people 
who have offered help with my email problem... 
I will be getting back to them soon...it has been a 
busy few weeks.

Unbelievably, this is the start of my sixth year as 
Dubber Editor. My photo should probably be up-
dated to show five more years of wear and tear but 
perhaps it’s nearing time to pass the baton anyway!

Angela Bell

ed@thedubber.co.uk

From the Editor...



Parishes of the Purbeck 
Hills Prayer Chain

To receive prayer support 
for a situation you are 

concerned about contact: 
Gaynor Burrett (421179) 
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THE PARISHES OF THE PURBECK HILLS

LEttEr FrOm thE rEctOry
march 2014
               

Many of you will know that I have recently 
been to the Holy Land to take part in a 

Charity Sponsored Walk raising funds to help 
several children’s projects based in Bethlehem and 
Bethany. I have been on several pilgrimages to Is-
rael and elsewhere travelling with the same tour company, McCabe Pil-
grimages, and have always found them an excellent company to travel 
with. This year they are celebrating 30 years of operating and, as part of 
that celebration, decided to have a fundraising event towards projects 
supported by their Educational Trust.

The Jeel Al Amal (The Generation of Hope) Orphanage was founded 
in Bethany in 1973 by Alice and Basil Sahhar. The name was given 
because Alice believed that everything had been lost except hope! Alice 
embraced, sheltered, and educated orphans from diverse backgrounds. 
She responded to the basic needs of the poor and ensured that children 
of poor families pursue their basic and higher education. Alice believed 
that needy children are human beings regardless of their religion or 
ethnic background, and she would ask rhetorically: ‘In what language 
does a child cry?’ Many of the children educated and cared for at Jeel Al 
Amal have become very successful professional people, but it seems they 
have never forgotten their roots, keeping in touch with Jeel Al Amal, and 
living out to others the love and compassion to others that was shown to 
them in their need. Alice died in 2008, but her daughter Najwar contin-
ues the work as director of the home and school.

Al Shurooq School for the Blind was founded by Helen Shehadeh in 
1981 with the aim of enabling blind people in Palestine to become self 
sufficient and productive members of society. The first premises were in 
Jerusalem, but in 1995 they moved to Bethlehem, allowing beneficiaries 
from the southern part of the West Bank, unable to enter Jerusalem, to 
gain access to the society’s services and programmes. There are still many 
people who believe that blindness is not altogether respectable. This is a 
prime prejudice that Al Shurooq seeks to change. Helen strives to instil 
confidence in the children to do things for themselves and by themselves 
and not to be the pitied victims that many people expect them to be.

McCabe Pilgrimages began 30 years with the help and partner-
ship of family run hotels in Galilee and Jerusalem, a family run coach 
company in Nazareth, and a family run business providing. Throughout 
those years each of the businesses has thrived. Each of those businesses 
has worked on an ethic of providing the best possible quality at the most 
reasonable possible price.

I was humbled to have been able to be part of this wonderful celebra-
tion. The walk gave me a sense of being part of something very special. 
My grateful thanks go to all of you who encouraged and sponsored me - 
raising in excess of £600. The total raised by the walk was over £50,000, 
a sum I know will be bringing a great deal of blessing to those who have 
so little.

Gaynor Burrett     
Priest-in-charge
Kingston, Langton Matravers & Worth Matravers      

The Dubber is the 
mouthpiece of the Parishes 

of the Purbeck Hills
St James’, Kingston 

St George’s, Langton Matravers 
St Nicholas of Myra, 

Worth Matravers 
with Harmans Cross 

The Chapel of St Aldhelm’s Head

Priest-in-charge
The Reverend Gaynor Burrett

The Rectory
 St George’s Close

Langton Matravers
Swanage, BH19 3HZ 
(01929 421179

8gaynorburrett@btinternet.com

Parish Secretary
Anne Meadows (01929 426544

Churchwardens
Langton Matravers 

 Chris Meadows (01929 426544
Worth Matravers 

Brian Engel (01929 480605
Kingston

David Scott (01929 480632
Simon Philips (01929 480421480421

PRE-SCHOOL
SERVICE

a service for pre-school 
children and parents

Wednesday 5 March
at 11am

at St George’s Church, 
Langton Matravers

Parents and carers welcome



	 	 The	Coffee	Pot
Meet for real coffee & cake 

first Thursday of each month

St	George’s	Church
9am onward 6 March

All are welcome!
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changes in service times
There is predominantly the same pattern of services each month 
but there are changes for festivals; please check the weekly notice 
sheets within the church or in the church porch. 
other denominations
The parishes are members of ACTS (The Association of Church-
es Together) & a list of services of other denominations locally 
can be found in the porch of St George’s Church, Langton.

THE PARISHES OF THE PURBECK HILLS

service times in the Parishes
sundaY 2  march - sundaY before lent
8am Holy Communion BCP 1662 Langton
9.30am Hosanna! Langton
10.30am Benefice Service Langton
5pm Evening Service Worth
6.30pm Evensong Langton
ash wednesdaY  5 march
10am Holy Communion with 

Ashing
Langton

sundaY 9 march - first sundaY of lent

8am Parish Communion BCP 1662 Worth
9.45am Parish Communion Langton
11.15am Family Service Kingston
6.30pm Evensong Langton

sundaY          16 march - second sundaY of lent
8am Holy Communion Langton
9.45am Informal Service Langton
11am Parish Communion Worth
11.15am Informal Service Kingston
6.30pm Evensong Langton
sundaY         23 march -third sundaY of lentmarch -third sundaY of lent
8am Parish Communion BCP 1662 Worth
9.45am Parish Communion Langton
11.15am Parish Communion Kingston
6pm Evening Service HXVH
sundaY         30 march - fourth sundaY of lentmarch - fourth sundaY of lent
8am Parish Communion BCP 1662 Worth
10am Informal Service for 

Mothering Sunday
St George’s 
School

11.15am Family Service Kingston
everY wednesdaY

10am Holy Communion CW1 (trad)           Langton

dailY PraYers

9-9.15am Tues & Weds  Langton
9-9.15am Monday Kingston
9-9.15am Thursday Worth

Men’s Breakfast
8.30am Saturday 15 March

 & every third Saturday 

each month at Putlake Farm

 

Children...Why not bring 
Mum or Dad along on...

Friday, 7 March
from 3.30pm - 5pm
in St George’s Church
for Tea, Songs & activities

LENT LUNCHES
On 5 Wednesdays from 12 March
12.30pm in Langton Village Hall 

All welcome 
Come & enjoy a good two-course lunch 

in friendly company while raising money for 
our Pre-school, Julia’s House & Under Tree 

Schools the charity we support in South Sudan

LENT CoursEs 
From 10 March for 5 Weeks 

On MOndays 
at Quarr House, Valley rd at 2.30pm
using studies based on the DVD of Les Miserables

On Tuesdays

At Thornton Cottage, Langton Matravers 
at 7.30pm study as above
 
On Fridays

At Worth House, Worth at 2.30pm using the 
Course ‘Build on the rock’ 

sign up on lists in the Churches; details from Liz 
Parsons  426073

Also a series of talks in swanage ‘Teach us to Pray’  
Fliers in the Churches 



bishoP’s visit

As part of a tour of the Purbeck Deanery, the Bishop of 
Sherborne, Graham Kings, came to Kingston Church 

in January where he was given a warm welcome. He is going 
to visit every Deanery in Dorset, (the part of the Diocese for 
which he is responsible) and we were the first on his route.

People had come to St James’ from Kingston, Langton, 
Worth, Harmans Cross, Corfe Castle and further afield, and 
there was a friendly buzz. Canon John Wood came as the 
Bishop’s escort, and took some photographs.

Bishop Graham thanked the churches for responding to 
the Bishop of Salisbury’s ‘Let’s Talk’ questionnaire, and said 
how useful that had been. 

In answer to a question from a churchgoer at Kim-
meridge, who said how difficult it is to keep rural churches 
open when congregations dwindle, he related that there is 
a benefice where one full time and one part-time clergy try 
to look after1five churches. Here they are considering hold-
ing services in the biggest churches, and calling the other 
churches ‘Festival’ Churches, meaning that services would 
continue in those churches on Festivals, ie. Christmas, 
Easter, Harvest and their Patronal Festivals. He said that if 
this were to happen, it would be essential that each Festi-
val Church develops a financial support system, and that 
‘Friends of St...’ can work very well, as people love to come 
and live in a village where there is a church, even if they do 
not attend services.

He answered another question, on financial help with 
church repairs, by reminding us of the Dorset Historic 
Churches Fund, who have helped so many beautiful church-
es, and who get their income from the annual September 
Sponsored Bike Ride.

St James’, Kingston, Parochial Church Council has a plan 
to replace the old wooden chairs, to which woodworm have 
taken a fancy. The ‘Chair Fund’ is growing (but more funds 
needed). They would like to replace them with upholstered 
chairs but someone in the Diocesan office had recommend-
ed that they replace their chairs with wooden ones (which 
the woodworm would delight about). The Bishop promised 
to have a word and explain the situation!

After an enjoyable and useful visit, and encouraging us 
all to keep praying, he prayed, gave us a blessing, and left to 
continue his tour of Purbeck.   John & Pat Bloomfield

Jamie smith’s mabon

Langton Village Hall is set to resound with the energetic 
sound of jigs and reels when Jamie Smith’s Mabon, come 
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GENERAL NEWS to Langton Village Hall on Wednesday, 19 Mar at 7.30pm.
But if that’s not to your taste they also play a graceful 

mazurka, an ecstatic muinera, a haunting Welsh-language 
love song or a driving, sing along, fantasy epic.

These young, virtuoso musicians are already veterans of 
the world music stage, and their latest album ‘Windblown’ 
has seen them rise to a new level of achievement and critical 
acclaim. 

From Cambridge and Cropredy to Celtic Connections; 
from Wales’ Llangollen Eisteddfod to the global stage of Wo-
mad; on UK tours, in European festivals and in dozens of 
countries worldwide – Jamie Smiths MABON receive con-
stant praise for both their live and recorded work. 

Their concerts this season will show case the broad pal-
ate of their ‘Windblown’ album live on stage. Standby for in-
fectious, life-affirming music by the spade full!

This must be one of the best bands we’ve had on from 
Artsreach since I’ve been involved, and the CD is very good 
too.      Keith Coombs

where the hardY am i?

This lovely cottage sits midst a wood near Dorchester on 
the old A35. Of one of its fictional inhabitants, Hardy 

says ‘that man’s dumbness is wonderful to listen to’. Do you 
know in which Thomas Hardy novel this cottage is featured 
and which family lives there?        Angela Bell

vouchers wanted

First Langton Matravers Scouts, Cubs and Beavers are 
collecting SAINSBURY’S ACTIVE KIDS vouchers. We 

hope to purchase sports equipment and hopefully reduce 
the cost of camps with the vouchers donated. 

The vouchers are offered to customers at the till in all 
Sainsbury’s supermarkets. If you would like to pass on your 
vouchers please pop them through the letter box at our 
headquarters in Durnford Road, Langton. Thank you in ad-
vance.             Nicky Taylor

Purbeck literarY festival 

Purbeck Literary Festival closes on 2 March with an 
evening of dinner and chat at Mortons House Hotel, 

Corfe with Bournemouth based Author Tricia Walker.
Tricia has written Benedict’s Brother her first novel, which 

will shortly be turned in a feature film – proving that dreams 
can come true!

Tickets are £35 including a three course dinner and a 
glass of wine on arrival at 7pm. For more information visit 
www.purbeckliteraryfestival.info.            Emma Fernandez
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Priest’s waY oPens

Above: Left to right: Tom Bennett, DCC Ranger; Canon John Wood; 
Jonathan Kershaw, NT Area Ranger; Tara Hansford, DCC Grants & Fund-
ing Manager; Hamish Murray; Ian Vaughan-Arbuckle, LM Rights of Way 
Officer; Ian Wilson; John Showell, Ramblers Holiday Charitable Trust; Ian 
McKenzie, Swanage RoW Officer; Sandra Brown, WM RoW Officer.

Left: Children from 
St George’s School

Heavy overnight 
rain threat-

ened the planned 
Priest’s Way (PW) 
re-opening ceremo-
ny in January, after 
extensive renovation 
by Dorset Highways 
during which they 
used 2700 tons of 
Purbeck stone. The rain relented so that the ceremony could 
go ahead. Unfortunately, the decision that St Mark’s School, 
Swanage would not attend had to be taken before the weath-
er improved. About 50 members of the public including 
children, in their medieval dress, from St George’s School, 
Langton Matravers, were present.

A commemorative Purbeck stone, carved with the names 
of those organisations involved with the project by local 
stonemason Scott Taylor, was unveiled by Hamish Murray, 
Head of Dorset Countryside. He paid tribute to the PW 
Project Group who had obtained the necessary £150K to 
refurbish the path, from Natural England’s Paths for Com-
munities Fund, and then managed the necessary work.

After the unveiling Ian Wood the National Trust Direc-
tor responsible for Dorset spoke of his appreciation for the 
work to make the PW more inclusive adding: “It’s fantastic 
to see so many people coming together in this community-
led project so the path can be enjoyed by all and valued for 
generations to come.”

Canon John Wood, Rector of Swanage and Rural Dean 
for Purbeck, noted that he was the natural successor to the 
early priests who originally used the path to make their way 
to minister to their parishioners. He praised the dedication 
of those involved in bringing the project to a successful and 
impressive conclusion.

Ian Vaughan-Arbuckle rounded the morning off with a 
presentation in Spyway Barn describing the scope and ex-
ecution of the project, including the creation of two new 
bridleways. Guests, including representatives from Swanage 
Town Council, Langton & Worth Matravers Parish Coun-
cils, Dorset County Council, Dorset Countryside, Dorset 
Highways departed after a hot drink and pastry provided by 
the National Trust.   Ian Vaughan-Arbuckle

national trust

Corfe Castle is such a familiar outline on the Purbeck 
skyline it is easy to take it for granted. But the ancient 

castle is so much more than a ruin – it is a place where his-
tory comes alive.

We often overlook what is on our doorstep, but why not 
make 2014 the year you take a fresh look at Corfe Castle?

From April until September there is something happen-
ing each month, building on the success of last year’s biggest 
ever events programme.

April: medieval archers the Wolfshead Bowmen and 
the Companie of the Silver Arrow show why the long-
bow was such an important weapon in the Middle Ages. 
Medieval encampment, archery and combat demon-
strations and have-a-go sessions feature in the Grand 
Muster, Saturday April 5-Monday April 21. Enjoy one-
to-one tuition with expert bowmen in the Medieval Ar-
chery Academy, Saturday April 26-Sunday 27. Also in 
April: Cadbury Easter Egg Trails, Friday April 18-Mon-
day April 21.
May: step back in time to the dark ages in Saxons & 
Vikings: Siege of Wareham, Saturday May 3 to Sunday 
May 5. Witness battle re-enactments from this turbu-
lent time; visit the craftspeople in the Saxon Village or 
sign up for Young Warrior Training. Join the ranks as 
trainee warrior in Saxon & Viking Academy, weekends 
in May. Also in May: Village May Fair on Monday 26 
and A Norman Castle, Saturday May 31-Sunday June 1 
– re-enactment by Regia Anglorum.
June: The action goes aerial with the return of falconry 
to Corfe Castle. See beautiful birds of prey up close and 
thrill to their spectacular airborne antics.
Saxon & Viking Falconry, Saturday May 31-Sunday 
June 1, Norman Falconry, Saturday June 7-Sunday June 
8, Medieval Falconry, Saturday June 14-Sunday June 15, 
Tudor Falconry, Saturday June 21-Sunday June 22, Civil 
War Falconry, Saturday June 28-Sunday June 29.
July: the finer things in life take centre stage with the 
Food and Drink Festival, Saturday July 5-Sunday 6. 
Come and sample the best on offer from local produc-
ers and find inspiration from cookery demonstrations. 
The past still plays a part though with the Festival of Ar-
chaeology, Saturday July 12-Sunday July 27, with fam-
ily trail, hands-on activities and living history displays. 
Also in July: open air theatre. Ilyria presents Macbeth 
and Chapterhouse presents The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes.
August showcases the castle’s historic heyday with 
the award-winning Medieval Village, Monday July 
28-Sunday August 31. This major re-enactment event 
transports visitors back to the 14th and 15th centuries, 
featuring the Knight & Damsel Academy for younger 
visitors, medieval armoury, sword fighting, cookery and 
an insight into the medieval enlightenment.
September: we remember the castle’s role in the English 
Civil War with Besieged & Betrayed, Saturday Septem-
ber 27-Sunday 28. Lord Hopton’s Regiment of Foote re-
enacts the fall of Corfe Castle to the Roundheads and 
recreates a contemporary encampment with drills and 
weapon displays. The Civil War Academy, weekends in 
September, covers aspects of life in the 17th century in-
cluding crime and punishment, gunpowder and explo-
sives, as told by characters from the past.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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If all that isn’t enough, our new mason’s lodge in the outer 
bailey will be continuing to take shape throughout the year, 
and work is under way to build a new replica trebuchet – a 
medieval siege catapult capable of flinging missiles hundreds 
of yards. Watch this space for more developments.

Meanwhile, Corfe will be playing host to its regular pro-
gramme in 2014, including guided walks, open air cinema, 
murder mystery evenings, Halloween and Christmas events 
and the ever popular Castle Quest family trail.         Jon Bish 

Purbeck strings festival

We think we are really bringing a great treat to Swanage 
and Purbeck audiences this year with the first per-

formance of Vivaldi’s ‘Four Seasons’ in this area.
The amazing Four Seasons, composed in 1723 and re-

discovered in the 20th century, has become one of the best-
known and loved classical works. It has been constantly in 
the Classic FM top twenty Hall of Fame listings for the last 
ten years.

The Festival Strings Orchestra conducted by Ian Pillow, 
on Sunday, 16 March at 3.30pm in St Mary’s Church Swan-
age, will deliver an electrifying performance with violinist 
sisters Laura and Eleanor Stanford bringing the solo parts 
vividly to life.

To partner the Seasons, there will be a performance of 
another most popular work, Peter Warlock’s Capriol Suite. 
Composed in1927 the English composer freely adapted sev-
en attractive pieces from a collection of French dance tunes 
published in 1588.

Another use of an old tune by a modern composer is the 
Adagio for organ and strings, again freely adapted by the 
Italian Giazotto in 1958 from a theme allegedly by Tomaso 
Albinoni in 1708.Whatever the truth is about the origin of 
this music, it has become famous through its use in film such 
as The Sopranos and the TV comedy Butterflies.

The Festival opens Saturday, 15 March at 7.30pm with 
the Stanford Quartet concert in St Mary’s. The quartet will 
delight their audience with a programme of outstanding 
classic and romantic string quartet music. With the Church 
lit by candlelight, the beautiful musical love letter from Rus-
sian composer Borodin to his wife promises to be a very spe-
cial experience.      Max Stanford

corfe castle surgerY

The number of people living with dementia is increas-
ing because people are living longer. According to the 

Alzheimer’s Society, there are around 800,000 people in the 
UK with dementia. One in three people over 65 will devel-
op dementia, and two-thirds of people with dementia are 
women. It is estimated that by 2021, the number of people 
with dementia in the UK will have increased to around 1 
million.

As such, a national screening programme for dementia is 
currently underway. In order for us to assess the scale of the 
problem locally and to provide an appropriate level of care 
and support for patients it would be most helpful if those 
people who belong to the surgery and are over 60 years of 
age could answer the three questions below even if your an-
swers are negative. Do you have any memory concerns? Yes 
/ No; does your family have any worries? Yes / No; Do you 
think you are getting Dementia? Yes / No

Your answers with your name, date of birth and contact 
number can be handed in at Reception or by email to   

corfecastle.surgery@dorset.nhs.uk
If you would like to know more about dementia, please 

visit www.nhs.uk. If you have concerns for yourself or some-
one else about this or any other health issue, please speak to 
someone at the surgery. All matters will be treated with the 
strictest of confidence.    Steve Horsnell

where the hardY am i answer

This is Keeper’s Lodge in Yellowham wood which is in-
habited by the Day family in Under the Greenwood Tree. 

The father, Geoffrey Day, is the man of wondrous ‘dumb-
ness’ and his daughter Fancy is the returning school teacher 
who, with her harmonium playing, usurps the Mellstock 
Church Quire. The Mellstock of the novel is, to all intents 
and purposes, Hardy’s own village of Stinsford which had 
lost its Church Quire (of which Hardy’s father (tenor violin), 
and uncle (treble violin) were an integral part) in the early 
1840s. In his youth, Hardy much admired the flame-haired 
gamekeeper’s daughter, Lizbie, who lived in this cottage. The 
feelings weren’t reciprocated by Lizbie Browne and this is re-
lated in Hardy’s poem of the same name.       Angela Bell

news from kingston 

We were blessed with a fine day when the Bishop of 
Sherborne paid a visit to our Benefice and shared 

some time and thoughts with those gathered at Kingston at 
the end of January. It was good to meet others from Corfe 
Castle and Kimmeridge as well as joining with friends from 
Worth, Harmans Cross and Langton. We also had a dry day 
for the shared Marriage Preparation Day in February and 
welcomed seven couples who are planning to get married in 
our local churches. It was a good opportunity to meet those 
who will make their day extra special – organists Roderick 
Raley and Sue Lewis, Felicity on violin, Tower Captain Mike 
Pitman, and of course our local clergy, Gaynor Burrett, Ian 
Jackson, Anne Bond and John Staples. Our best wishes to 
all the young people as they choose to make their vows in 
the presence of God - Katie and Michael in April, Sally and 
Richard, Nicola and Matthew, Chelsi and Alex, David and 
Louise, Kelly and Sean, and Chris and Emma and Poppy 
and Marc who were not able to be with us that day. 

As I write, we have work going on in the tower at King-
ston and the organ has also needed a bit of attention. If you 
happen to visit the church you will notice a range of chairs 
at the front as the PCC try to come to a decision on the 
replacement chairs. We have nearly £4000 in the chair fund 
now, which was started a few years ago by Margaret, but we 
need to double this sum at least. Any offers of financial help 
would be gratefully received by businesses or individuals…. 
We all welcome a bit of comfort, especially when enjoying 
music at St James’ Church, a wedding, or a meal, such as the 
Harvest Supper. We hope to have stacking chairs, which will 
mean less work when having to move or rearrange them 
for various events, such as the Marriage Preparation Day, 
Concerts, Christmas Tree Festival, or Community Events. 
Please contact Joan Hustwitt our Treasurer or myself if you 
would like to help in any way to help us reach our goal. 

Early this month we will hold a very special service at 
10.30am on Friday, 7 March – as we draw together believ-
ers from several Purbeck Villages to participate in a Global 
event – Women’s World Day of Prayer. It will feature a range 

KINGSTON
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“Our aim is not only to promote the gospel,” says co-
founder Crystal Hardwicke, “but also to create a platform of 
excellence for African singers and musicians and to popular-
ise African interpretations of Gospel music.” 

Dance is a key element in the shows which will give an 
added energy and vibrancy to this the opening salvo of the 
Kingston Concerts season. There is no charge for admission 
to the concert, which takes place on Saturday, 5 April at 7.30 
pm, but there will be a retiring collection to help preserve 
the Grade I listed St James’ Church. Drinks and nibbles will 
be served as usual in the interval. 

The next two concerts in this year’s Kingston series are, as 
they say, completely different. On Sunday, 18 May the Lon-
don Cello Quartet will give a programme that will include 
music by Mozart and they will be followed on Saturday, 14 
June by a group that is even closer to home, the St George’s 
Singers from Boscombe.                  Robin Stringer

of music – prayer and praise on the theme ‘Streams in the 
Desert’, as we hear about life in Egypt. The service is written 
by Egyptian ladies and will take place in most countries of 
the world on that same day starting in Samoa and therefore 
surrounding the whole of planet Earth in prayer (see details 
in separate article). Of course men and children are also very 
welcome to come along. This year Revd Anne Bond will be 
speaking and ladies from both local Benefices will help to 
present and portray something of life in Egypt. 

Also on Sunday, 31 March, we have a special service with 
Revd Gaynor for Mothering Sunday, at the usual time of 
11.15am. Do join us if you can. 

We have one more PCC meeting this year on 17 March, 
before our Annual Parochial Church Meeting after Easter, 
on Wednesday, 30 April, to which all Parishioners are in-
vited.         Judy Forgan

women’s world daY of PraYer

Women’s World Day of Prayer is 
an international, inter-church 

organisation which enables us to hear 
the voices of women from all parts of 
the world: their hopes, their concerns 
and prayers. The symbol consists of 
four arrows converging from the 4 
points of the compass, in the shape of 
4 persons kneeling in prayer, forming a celtic cross, with a 
circle, which signifies the World and our unity through our 
diversity. 

On Friday, 7 March, women and men will gather to cel-
ebrate using a programme of worship offered this year by 
women from Egypt. The theme of our service is ‘Streams 
in the Desert’ and will have universal appeal with a range 
of music, cultural, traditional and modern. This is a shared 
service for the two Benefices – Corfe Valley and Purbeck 
Hills.

Egypt is one of the oldest civilisations in the world. Since 
the uprising in 2011 there has been much conflict. Political 
changes affect individual lives and we pray with the wom-
en of Egypt for peace. We envisage a great wave of prayer 
around planet Earth, rising with the sun over the island of 
Samoa and sweeping across Asia, Africa, the Middle East, 
Europe and the Americas, coming to rest in American Sa-
moa some 36 hours later. By then WWDP services will have 
been celebrated in over 170 countries.

All are welcome to attend, men and women, people of all 
ages. Come and be part of this global event and be inspired 
by joining others around the world. It starts at 10.30am in St 
James’ Church, Kingston, on Friday, 7 March – followed by 
coffee afterwards.

For further information of the charity see the WWDP 
website: www.wwdp.org.uk       Judy Forgan

it’s gosPel

The warm sounds of Africa will reverberate round the 
old stones of St James’ Church, Kingston, next month 

when the London African Gospel Singers bring their dis-
tinctive style of performance to the village. 

Drawn from the London African Gospel Choir, this se-
lect group of a cappella singers will offer a rich musical mix 
which includes traditional African songs from all parts of 
the continent and interpretations of African-American clas-
sics as well as Gospel. 

harmans cross residents club

After a successful Fish & Chips Night in January when 
34 members and guests attended, we are back to our 

new routine of being open on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of each 
month. This month our opening times are from 7.30pm to 
10.30pm on 7 & 21 March. Non-members who wish to join 
can do so for just £2.50 (half the usual annual subscription) 
until the next renewal date on 31 July. Application forms are 
available on our noticeboard in the village hall or from the 
link at the bottom of our page on the village hall website: 
www.harmanscrosshall.co.uk/residentsclub.html. 

Nigel Edmonds

harmans cross movie nights

A short quiet period between winter storms helped Feb-
ruary’s film, the Richard Curtis comedy About Time, at-

tract an audience of 62 people.
Our next movie, the highly acclaimed 2013 real-life pi-

racy drama Captain Phillips (cert 12A), is on Tuesday, 11 
March. Directed by Paul Greengrass (Bloody Sunday, United 
93, The Bourne Supremacy & The Bourne Ultimatum), the 
film focuses on the relationship between the Alabama’s com-
manding officer, Captain Richard Phillips, and the Somali 
pirate captain, Muse, who takes him hostage. The two are set 
on an unstoppable collision course when Muse and his crew 
target Phillips’ unarmed ship; in the ensuing standoff, 145 
miles off the Somali coast, both men will find themselves at 
the mercy of forces beyond their control.

The Observer critic said ‘Tom Hanks is superb, the per-
formance of a lifetime, as the captain of a hijacked ship in 
a nail-biter that manages to tell both sides of the story... a 
riveting dramatisation of a real-life hijacking from 2009’. The 
Mirror review agreed: ‘an exciting and challenging action-
drama, the beautifully shot film provides a platform for Tom 
Hanks to deliver an impressively stoical and nuanced per-
formance.’ Awarding the movie five stars, The Empire reck-
oned ‘both Greengrass and Hanks are on award-deserving 
form in a riveting, emotionally complex and hugely intel-
ligent dramatisation of a real-life ordeal...Greengrass has a 
passion for detail: after an hour you’ll know how to repel 
assault rifle-wielding pirates if you don’t have access to fire-
arms, and how to react if they do fight their way onto the 
decks.

HARMANS CROSS
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Movie Nights are held at Harmans Cross Village Hall on 
the second Tuesday every month. Tickets are £5 each and 
are only available at the door on the night. This month the 
hall and licensed bar will open at 7pm, with the film starting 
at 7.30pm (with a 15 minute interval) and finishing around 
10pm.

We continue with the true-life drama Rush on 8 April 
and Philomena in May – more details next month. 

Nigel Edmonds

harmans cross village club

We had a very good turnout for the AGM on our thir-
teenth birthday. We had to say goodbye to our Chair-

man Sue Smith who has decided to step down. As all of you 
know Sue has worked so hard for the Village Club and has 
always risen to any challenge that has been put before her, 
Field Day and the Literary events to name but a few. We 
wish you well Sue. After the AGM, Angela Bell, Editor of 
The Dubber, gave an enlightening talk on Thomas Hardy. 
Angela supported her talk with music, poetry and readings 
mainly from the Thomas Hardy novel, Far from the Mad-
ding Crowd.

The skittles evening in February was very enjoyable. The 
best scoring man was Brian Arnold, Jackie Dainton best 
lady and Nigel Edmonds won ‘The Killer’. On the evening 
we were short of a couple of ladies and two men came to 
our assistance and changed their names to Christine (Chris 
Sibley-Hale) and Nigella (Nigel Edmonds). Many thanks to 
them. 

On March 27 we have Lt Col (Rtd) Kenneth Davies who 
will give a talk on an historical look at the army in Dorset. 
Lt Col Davies still works for the MOD as a ranger on the 
Lulworth Ranges. The Lulworth Ranges are part of the AVF 
(Armoured Fighting Vehicles) Gunnery School, an impor-
tant training establishment of the British Army. Meeting 
starts at 2pm and guests are welcome at a charge of £2 in-
cluding tea and biscuits.

An early notification
On 24 April, it is our Literary Afternoon Tea and our 

guest speaker is Robert Sharpe. Robert was a librarian for 
40 years and he was a Dagger Judge (the crime Booker) 
and worked with and gave a talk to the Crime Writers As-
sociation. His talk will cover crime writing from 1800 to 
the present day. It is a mix of anecdotes and facts. It will be 
a scrumptious ‘Old fashioned afternoon tea’. Members £6, 
non-members £8. Tickets available from Eileen 481063 or 
477141. It will be from 3pm until 5.30pm.    Marie Evans

langton Po & shoP Questionnaire

Thank you to everyone who answered and sent back the 
questionnaire. At the time of writing we are busy input-

ting the results, which we will present to the Open Meeting 
on Thursday, 27 February at 7pm in Langton Village Hall. 
Our first objective was to inform everyone of the situation 
regarding the shop and to give all residents a chance to have 
their say. A lot of you have done just that, which is very en-
couraging, not least the many offers of help. We very much 
hope that by the time of the meeting we will be able to give 
you a clearer picture of the support any new venture might 
receive, so that all the possibilities can be discussed in a fo-
cused way.                 Chris Meadows & Bridget Mayes

langton sPring litter Pick,

Come and join the Langton Spring Litter pick for one of 
three mornings at the end of the month (Thurs 27, Fri 

28, Sat 29 March) and help get the village and its surround-
ing paths etc free of unsightly rubbish ahead of Easter. This 
time, we’ll be meeting only the Spyway Car Park (not at the 
Parish Office Putlake, as well) and will set out at 10am with 
the aim of finishing at around 12.30pm. Of course, if we have 
more on the team, routes will be shorter and each volunteer 
can finish before that. It is great news that some of the Lang-
ton Scouts will be picking some of the litter routes on the 
Saturday morning. 

Again, volunteers will be covered by the Parish Coun-
cil’s insurance and as always, the National Trust team will 
be providing support in the shape of litter picks and vehicle 
back up.

We look forward to seeing you and let’s hope it will be 
dry and that the sun will even shine. More information from 
421753.      Bridget Mayes

langton arthouse cinema

Our next film is Only God Forgives on 5 March – details 
of which were in last month’s Dubber. Next month, we 

will be showing Wadjda on Wednesday, 2 April at 7.30pm 
in Langton Matravers Village Hall, It tells the tale of Wadjda 
a 10-year-old girl living in a suburb of Riyadh, the capital 
of Saudi Arabia. Although she lives in a conservative world, 
Wadjda is fun loving, entrepreneurial and always pushing the 
boundaries of what she can get away with. After a fight with 
her friend Abdullah, a neighbourhood boy she shouldn’t be 
playing with, she sees a beautiful green bicycle for sale. She 
wants the bicycle desperately so that she can beat Abdullah 
in a race. But her mother won’t allow it, fearing repercus-
sions from a society that sees bicycles as dangerous to a girl’s 
virtue. So Wadjda decides to try and raise the money herself. 
At first, Wadjda’s mother is too preoccupied with convincing 
her husband not to take a second wife to realize what’s going 
on. Soon enough Wadjda’s plans are thwarted when she is 
caught running various schemes at school. Just as she is los-
ing hope of raising enough money, she hears of a cash prize 
for a Koran recitation competition at her school. She devotes 
herself to the memorization and recitation of Koranic verses, 
and her teachers begin to see Wadjda as a model pious girl. 
The competition isn’t going to be easy, especially for a trou-
blemaker like Wadjda, but she refuses to give in. She is de-
termined to continue fighting for her dreams. The film is in 
Arabic with English subtitles. Tickets will be £5 on the door 
which will open at 7pm. Glasses will be supplied should you 

LANGTON MATRAVERS

A Trip To Nepal 
& India’s Golden Triangle

An illustrated talk by 
Christine & David Tucker

Saturday, 8 March at 3pm

Methodist Church Hall

Tea and Tiffin
Collection in aid of roof repair 



Purbeck Strings Festival 
March 2014 

The Four Seasons 

Concerts at St Mary’s Church, Swanage 
Saturday, 15 March 7.30pm - £12.50 
Concert by Candlelight 
Stanford Quartet 
Beethoven: Opus 18 no.1 
Webern: Langsammersatz 
Borodin: Quartet no.2 

Sunday 16 March 3:30pm- £8 
Festival Strings 
Conductor: Ian Pillow 
Vivaldi: The Four Seasons 
Soloists: Laura Stanford, 
            Eleanor Stanford 
Peter Warlock: Capriol Suite 
Albinoni: Adagio          Eleanor & Laura Stanford

Box Office: www.purbeckstrings.com 
Purbeck Strings Enquiries 07964 410 443
or purbeckstrings@hotmail.co.uk 

Advance Tickets. Online from wegotickets.com
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wish to bring your own drink with you. If you want to be 
kept informed about future films you can add your name to 
the mailing list by emailing info@LangtonArthouseCinema.
co.uk or visit www. LangtonArthouseCinema.co.uk. 

Chris Kwantes

lm Preservation societY

The next meeting of the Langton Matravers Preservation 
Society takes place on Thursday, 27 March at 7.30 pm in 

the Village Hall. Reg Saville will give an illustrated talk on 
Langton Matravers and the First World War All welcome. 
Members £2.50; non members £3.50.       Rosemary Stevens

custodians meeting

On Wednesday 19 March there will be a short but im-
portant meeting off all Museum Custodians at 10.30am 

in the Village Hall. Anyone wishing to act as a custodian 
please contact Reg Saville on 423168 or Rosemary Stevens 
on 422218.             Rosemary Stevens 

langton matravers Parish council
februarY meeting

Present: Cllr P. White in the Chair, Cllrs M Turner, W 
Knight, C Drayson, M Kirby, J Bradford, M Lovell and P 

Loudoun. There were six members of the public present. 
swanage local Plan

Ms Margaret Cheetham gave a presentation on the 
proposals in the latest consultation document for 200 new 
homes in Swanage, 50% of which must be affordable. Parish-
ioners are encourages to comment by 17 March. Copies of 
the maps and questionnaire are available at the Parish Office, 
or go to www.dorsetforyou.com/swanage-local-plan 

footPaths
The Priest’s Way was officially reopened in January: the 

memorial stone was unveiled and speeches made to cel-
ebrate the event. Children from St George’s School made a 
welcome appearance in mediaeval costume. Sadly, someone 
seems since to have defaced the new stone. The Priest’s Way 
Website, including links to local businesses and places of in-
terest, will go live shortly. To contact Ian Vaughan-Arbuckle 
on any footpath matter, please email: ian@ianva.co.uk or call 
him on 426956.

national trust
The two Community Woodland sessions were success-

ful, despite the weather. There are more walks planned for 
the Spring. A group of NT volunteers had been helping with 
flood alleviation measures in the Hyde during the recent 
heavy rain. 

Planning
a) TWA/2014/0023 St George’s Church. (T1) Monterey 
Cypress – fell to ground level – Langton Matravers Con-
servation Area. No Objection
b) The Clerk had received a questionnaire from PDC 
asking Council’s views on the delegation system Cllrs 
responded, indicating serious concerns because most 
planning decisions are now made by individual Plan-
ning Officers, rather than the Planning Board, leading 
to a loss of public confidence in the reality of the demo-
cratic process. Cllrs also noted that Council often did 
not have sufficient time to respond to applications.

new communitY noticeboard
Following a request from a parishioner, the Council has 

put up a Community Noticeboard at the Steppes Bus Shelter, 

•

•

for the use of community groups advertising events etc. 
Parish council street lights

The Clerk had found costs for LED lighting, which is con-
siderably cheaper to run, though expensive to fit. The Coun-
cil has asked for a formal quotation to replace eight lights 
in Langton and Acton, as we have been advised that having 
several replaced at once may reduce the overall price.

housing needs surveY results
Given the clear evidence of housing need, it was agreed 

to set up a meeting with PDC Planning and Housing, rep-
resentatives from Housing Associations, landowners and 
other public bodies involved in the provision of affordable 
housing, to look at the options for Langton Matravers.

Response to DCC Minerals & Waste Sites Consultation
The Council made four points:
1) That County Councillors should always view a site be-

fore making a decision.
2) Any historical sites should be protected. 
3) They would like clarity on what material is permitted 

when infilling spent quarries.
4) What criteria define ‘significant impacts’ in relation to 

e.g. lorry movements – is 50 per day not significant?
Draft Minutes of the meeting can be viewed at www.

langtonmatravers-pc.org 
next meeting

The next Parish Council meeting is on 13 March at 
7pm. 

contact details 
Please write to: The Parish Office, 1A High Street, Lang-

ton Matravers. Alternatively you can email the Clerk at lang-
tonmatravers@dorsetparishes.gov.uk or phone 425100. The 
office is usually open on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings.             Mary Sparks, Parish Clerk

   Festival March 2014

    The Four Seasons      
                  Concerts at St. MaryÕs Church Swanage

Saturday 15th March 7.30pm - £12.50 

            Concert by Candlelight

Stanford Quartet
Beethoven: Opus 18 no.1
Webern: Langsammersatz   
Borodin: Quartet no.2

Sunday 16th March 3:30 pm- £8

Festival Strings   
Conductor - Ian Pillow
Vivaldi: The Four Seasons
Soloists: Laura Stanford, Eleanor Stanford.

Peter Warlock: Capriol Suite

Albinoni: Adagio

Box Office: www.purbeckstrings.com                                             
Purbeck Strings Enquiries 07964 410 443Ñpurbeckstrings@hotmail.co.uk
Advance Tickets. Online from wegotickets. com 

Registered Charity 1120817 

       Eleanor and Laura Stanford
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worth afternoon club

On a very stormy afternoon in February we welcomed 
Tim Arnold, who has recently retired from the Army 

Music Corp. serving 35 years, who talked to us about The 
Royal Military School of Music and its role in the British 
Army both past and present. 

We were shown slides of Kneller Hall, near Twickenham 
which has been the home of the Royal Military School of 
Music since the Army took the building over in 1857. This is 
where the recruits are trained for their careers in the Army 
and we heard about the buildings history from when it was 
first built until the present day. 

We heard music played by various military bands which 
varied from the traditional brass bands that we all associ-
ate with the Army, through to string orchestras and onto 
modern rock bands, all of whom are Army musicians who 
entertain the troops overseas today which helps enormously 
with troop morale while they are away from their families 
and loved ones doing stressful and dangerous work. It was 
a very interesting and enlightening talk thoroughly enjoyed 
by all who braved the strong winds and rain to attend.

Our next meeting is on 12 March at 2.30pm when Tom 
Amery will talk about Watercress Farming. Members and 
non members very welcome.              Beverley Tucker

worth matravers Parish council
Representing Harmans Cross and Worth Matravers

februarY meeting

Cllr Burden was in the Chair, Cllrs Meates, Vosper, Field, 
Sandham, and County / District Cllr Lovell were in at-

tendance. There were five members of the public present.
Public discussion items 

Residents stated they had recently met Lovells Quarry 
representatives and the DCC Planning officer on site. They 
had expressed their views on current excavations and spe-
cifically to the DCC officer that the Planning Conditions 
previously set by DCC were not met or enforced very well. 
Their view was that quarry workings were getting closer to 
houses and remedial edge boundary treatment was poor. 

Advance planting, maintenance, establishment and pro-
tection of the new boundary hedges should be required by 
DCC to provide much better protection for adjoining resi-
dents. They had support for quarrying as a difficult job but 
DCC should make operators reinstate as they go especially 
with the long timescales of up to 40 years now proposed for 
ongoing site activity. 

Concerns were expressed of flooding and the lack of a 
strategy for reasonable access to any additional sites. Hay-
crafts Lane was unacceptable for vehicle access traffic to any 
quarrying activity and the Quarr farm site proposal was not 
supported. The Chairman noted these points for considera-
tion in the subsequent Agenda item. 

other corresPondence
Margaret Cheetham from PDC attended to explain the 

background and the current consultation on the Swanage 
Local Plan. All adjoining parishes whose residents use Swa-
nage as their local centre for many retail and other activities 
were invited to comment. This Plan was to allow for the gov-
ernment requirement for 200 additional dwellings. Some 
additional retail in Swanage has been accepted under the 
adopted Purbeck Local Plan. Separate issues such as future 
Traveller sites were not to be included in the Swanage Plan 

as these would be subject to future consultation. 
The PC noted the representation by a resident to DCC on 

the proposals by DCC for future Minerals extraction sites in 
WM Parish. These included concerns about the unsuitability 
of Haycrafts Lane as an access for the Quarr Farm proposal, 
the impact on the AONB of the Swanworth Quarry exten-
sion, and the potential flooding and other difficulties on the 
NT Broadmead field and meadow land site.

The PC then considered the sites put forward under the 
DCC Minerals site plan strategy by landowners for mineral 
extraction at Quarr Farm off Haycrafts Lane, Downs Quarry, 
Swanworth and Broadmead field off the Kingston to Lang-
ton road. The PC supported the views expressed earlier by 
residents on the need for enforcement by DCC of planning 
conditions and the need for advance planting, maintenance, 
establishment and protection of the new boundary hedges 
within fencing adjacent to the workings and residential 
properties. 

The PC accepted and endorsed the continuing Purbeck 
Stone quarrying operations in the Parish and the require-
ment for any such business operation to have a reasonable 
long term planning future. On the individually proposed 
sites Quarr Farm was not supported. The PC considered 
Haycrafts Lane was unsuitable for quarry access traffic. The 
PC had major concerns on the suitability of any access onto 
Haycrafts Lane. This is unrestricted with gradients sharp 
narrow bends poor forward visibility and access to residen-
tial frontage property. The PC was concerned about the likely 
damage from quarry traffic to the environmentally protected 
verges, boundary hedges and land alongside forming part of 
the Lane. 

The PC considered that the proposed Swanworth exten-
sion operations would, due to the lay of the land and the 
long period for extraction, have more impact on the AONB 
than the previous larger scale operation and could be an eye-
sore. The Broadmead meadow and field was a very visually 
attractive local feature especially for walkers. Care needed to 
be taken to restrict and contain operations to ensure rolling 
phased reinstatement to prevent more cumulative impact on 
the AONB. The effect on the AONB of non-regulated quar-
rying was a concern in terms of the potential for cumulative 
impact when reinstatement of large extraction areas did not 
take place for many years. The PC considered quarrying an 
integral part of this Purbeck area and whilst bio diversity for 
certain plants thrived on the poor quality surfaces created it 
was considered there had to be a mutual respect in the Min-
erals site strategy and by the site operators for maintaining 
the existing environment and visual quality of the AONB. 

The PC considered issues of Refuse collection and recy-
cling for owners of properties in London Row in WM. Cllr 
Meates indicated from a Minute of the PC of many years ago 
that the land opposite these properties was held by DCC on 
behalf of the PC. The PC as owners did not approve the sit-
ing of the many new DWP bins or receptacles on this land. 
They were unattractive in the context of the cottages had 
an adverse impact on the area and had the likelihood of at-
tracting litter from users of the adjacent footpath. Owners of 
these properties would be asked to find alternative arrange-
ments for collection with DWP. 

highwaY matters
Cllr Lovell reported that the highway gulley on the Val-

ley road had now been cleared and that the footway which 
had been closed by DCC between N Instow and Moonfleet 
garage should now be open. 

WORTH MATRAVERS
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NEWS FROM NOWHERE

Cllr Lovell stated he would arrange for collection and 
proper re-erection by DCC Highways of the blown down 
finger post direction sign to Worth for the Swanworth junc-
tion constructed by the Chairman. 

Planning & tree work aPPlications
PA 6/2014/0003 Application for : Full Planning Permis-
sion Minor material amendment to PP 6/2013/0351 
(Erect three detached dwellings - Reserved Matters) to 
allow a revised level to access (Increased), resiting of 
houses, revised elevations and internal layouts. Valley 
Road (Harmans Cross Poultry Farm), HX. The PC wel-
comed the small move away from the adjoining proper-
ty boundary. It was concerned at the scale of this develop-
ment and of this amendment. It felt that the amendment 
did not constitute a minor modification bringing the 
size of units significantly over that originally indicated at 
Outline stage. The PC has residual concerns about the ac-
cess arrangements and that the site has been removed of 
all original internal landscaping. 

other matters
The Chairman reported that the WM pond clearance 

and cleaning work would commence on Sunday, 16 Febru-
ary subject to weather conditions. 

The PC received a report on damage to the stone wall 
opposite Bridles in WM. Action would be taken to get it 
repaired by the on-site contractors. A report was received 
of a TV dumped in the hedge near Compact Farm. DWP 
would be asked to deal with it. The PC noted that the 40 
route would continue to be run as at the existing timetable 
by the Bus Company until the end of the summer season. 

The next meeting will be held at Harmans Cross Village 
Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 4 March.

Roger Khanna, Parish Clerk

•

My thanks to Patrick Magill for 
writing this column so excel-

lently last month. I hope he will do 
so again before long. Maybe it will 
encourage other contributors also to 
volunteer their bit, so you will find 
a greater variety of points of view in 
this part of the Dubber in the future. 
Meanwhile here, I am afraid, is some 
more of the same. 

Sometimes the most unlikely words suddenly leap into 
prominence. One such is ‘inappropriate’. I feel sorry for it, 
because it is so prim, unchallenging and unlikely to cause 
offence. Yet nowadays it finds itself thrust into the most so-
cially unacceptable situations. I suppose it all comes from 
our unwillingness to describe what we know is deeply 
embarrassing and to try and conceal it behind a screen of 
genteel respectability, rather like the net curtain across a 
teenager’s bedroom window. Nevertheless this mild word 
which now keeps such bad company, is being fast corrupted 
by association. It has my sincere sympathy because like all 
people of my age, I feel increasingly at risk of becoming in-
appropriate. I am too old now to frequent nightclubs, smile 
at strangers across a dance floor, or drive a red sports car. I 
can’t wear a onesie or even grow designer stubble, (mine is 
only stubble). Of course, some men remain blissfully una-
ware of such minefields in the path of advancing age. There 

is always one or two, well into their prime who persist in 
wearing a pony tail and turning up at teenage gigs to the dis-
comfort of the younger fans. At least Jimmy Savile with his 
greying chest hair and threadbare locks and outdated hippy 
wardrobe had the honesty to look inappropriate, as well as 
being inappropriate.

However, I think things are now going too far. A level of 
pomposity has crept into the female side of society, such that 
any kind of physical contact in the workplace is considered 
an outrage. I had a friend who could only comfortably talk 
to you if he had his arm round your shoulders and his nose 
two inches from your face. I don’t know if he was the same 
with women, but, if so, he would nowadays find himself fac-
ing a charge in the courts. I found his method of discourse 
invasive but recognised it for what it was, - a demonstration 
of friendliness. Nevertheless, famous men the world over are 
now having to search their history back seventy years or so 
in case some dormant action by them which was appropriate 
according to the mores of the time is now judged inappropri-
ate and comes up to bite them in the throat or worse in their 
bank balance. No wonder the hair of these past TV idols has 
changed colour, for ‘inappropriate’ has joined them in the 
grey area and now even mention of the word is enough to 
turn them white. 

Lord Rennard, Chairman of the Liberal party, is cur-
rently being asked to apologise for having been inappropri-
ate many years ago. However, no one in the party can bring 
themselves to say what he was inappropriate about. In fact, 
as some joker remarked recently, it is typical of the Lib Dems 
that they have managed to create a major sex scandal with-
out any sex. 

Even the wolf whistle has disappeared 
from our streets having been doubtless 
frightened off by the dread word, though 
the builders’ cleavage is alive and well and 
still safely above the belt. I assume this is 
because observing it invades only the pri-
vacy of men and not the ultra sensitivities 
of passing young ladies. Female building 
workers are of course blessed with two 
cleavages, but beware anyone who whis-

tles at either of them.
I am an addict of brass bands so went to hear Tim Ar-

nold’s talk to the Worth Afternoon Club about the Royal 
Military School of Music where he was a Director. If I could 
afford it I would have a brass band of my own, full of those 
instruments which wrap themselves round the player like 
the Sousaphone. I will never forget being blown out my skin 
years ago by an American Marine Band at an international 
exhibition in Brussels. It was an exhilarating sound, which 
still makes the back of my neck tingle when I think of it. I 
was sorry therefore to learn that the army have reduced the 
number of their bands and may well have even fewer if the 
music of all the services are merged into one organisation. 
We were told that the emphasis nowadays is less on tradi-
tional band music and more on the kind of music the troops 
want to hear, a trend I suppose which began with Glen Mill-
er. My other memorable experience was marching behind 
a Ghurkha band. The music was great, but what I remem-
ber most was the Ghurkha at the front, who every now and 
again hurled his staff high up in the air and then after several 
steps caught it again without looking up to see where it was. 
Pure magic.         Tony Viney
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Dance at HXVH 

in aid of Macmillan Nurses 
7.30-10.30pm Saturday 8 March
Admissions £3                               All Welcome

Coffee, Cake, Cards, 

Crafts & Bric a Brac Sale
Saturday 8 March 9.30am - noon 

Harmans Cross Village Hall 

Stall Enquiries to 07769 826994



everY week
Mother & Child 
Group

Tues 1-2.30pm HXVH

Folk Dancing Tues 7.30-9.45pm LMVH

HX Art Group
Judy  480168

Tues 2-5pm HXVH 

Life Drawing
Sue Blake 427621

Thurs 2-4pm HXVH

langton scouts & guides (Term time only)

Scouts
John Russ  439366

Mon 7-9pm LM Scout & 
Guide HQ

Cubs
Nicky Taylor  288753

Tues 6.30-8pm LMSGHQ

Beavers
Barbara Bray 480099

Tues 5-6pm LMSGHQ

Rainbows
Val Burden 439209

Thurs 4.30-
5.30pm

LMSGHQ

Guides
Val Burden 439209

Weds 6.45-
8.45pm

LMSGHQ

Brownies
Sue Bonfield 427281

Thurs 6-7.30pm LMSGHQ

what’s on
march 2014
2 7pm Purbeck Lit Fest: Dinner Mortons 

House, Corfe
3 10-2pm CAB: Benefits advice Swan Town Hall

4 , 11 2pm Walking for Health Arne RSPB CP
4 7.30pm WMPC Meeting HXVH
5 7.30pm LAC Film: Only God Forgives LMVH
6 9am The Coffee Pot St George’s Ch
6 9.30-

11.30am
Post Office HXVH

6 8pm St George’s Pre-school 
Fundraising Dinner 

La Trattoria,
Swanage

7 10.30am Women’s World Day of Prayer St James’

7 3.30-5pm Crafty Church St George’s Ch

8 9.30- noon Coffee & cake, cards & crafts HXVH
8 3pm Talk on Nepal & India’s 

Golden Triangle
Methodist Ch 
Hall

8 7.30-
10.30pm

Dance in Aid of Cancer 
Relief

HXVH

10 2.30pm DWT Talk: ‘Spring Flowers 
in Woodland’

LMVH

11 7.30pm Film: Captain Phillips HXVH
12 12.30pm Lent Lunch LMVH
12 2.30pm WAC: ‘Watercress Farming’ WMVH
13 10.30- 

noon
Coffee Junction
Mobile Lib (10.45-11.05)
Post Office (9.30-11.30)

HXVH

13 7pm LMPC Meeting LMVH
15 8.30am Men’s Breakfast Putlake Farm
15 7.30pm Purbeck Strings Festival:

Quartet Music
St Mary’s

16 3.30pm Purbeck Strings Festival:
Four Seasons

St Mary’s

17 10-2pm CAB: Benefits advice Swan Town Hall

18, 25 2pm Walking for Health P’beck Golf 
Club Layby

19 10.30am Langton Museum 
Custodians’ Meeting

LMVH

19 12.30pm Lent Lunch LMVH
19 7.30pm Jamie Smith’s Mabon LMVH
20 9.30-

11.30am
Post Office HXVH

26 12.30pm Lent Lunch LMVH
27, 28, 
29

10-
12.30pm

Langton Litter Pick Spyway CP

27 10.30- 
noon

Coffee Junction
Mobile Lib (10.45-11.05)
Post Office (9.30-11.30)

HXVH

27 10-noon U3A Meeting Points: ‘Poetry 
as a Sound Medium’

HXVH

27 2pm HXVC Talk: ‘Lulworth 
Ranges’

HXVH

27 7.30pm LMPS: Langton in WW1 LMVH
31 10-2pm CAB: Benefits advice Swan Town Hall

aPril 2014
1 2pm Walking for Health Durlston CP

Eat at La Trattoria 

8pm
Thursday
6 March

Three courses for £16! 

Fundraiser in aid of 
St George’s Preschool

information from 423784
or

bruno@latrattoria.co.uk
or

info@stgeorgespreschool.net
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                 BLADES GARDEN 
SERVICES

Contact Chris Bradford today on:
01929 421891
07912 795381
email: blades303@btinternet.com 

FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN SERVICES

Professional Carpet &
Window Cleaning

15 Hillsea rd 
swanage  bH19 2ql 

Telephone 426346

LANGTON MATRAVERS 
Village Hall

The following activities are held in the Hall:  

LM Historical Preservation Society, Folk Dancing, 
Dorset Wildlife Trust, Short Mat Bowls, Snooker, 

Wutan School of Tai Chi & Moves Fitness.
New members are always welcome

Further details are on the notice boards 
outside the Village Hall or ring:

Chairman: 01929 424736
Bookings Secretary: 01929 426654

ALAN THE STONEMASON

01929 481 314

alanthestonemason@googlemail.com

www.purbeckmasonry.com

01929 427427/ 554700 Available  
7 Day & Evening

www.SootyTheSweep.com

Over 25 Years Personal Experience National 
Association of Chimney Sweeps Member 6/627

Any flue swept, Wood Coal Gas Oil Aga Rayburn, All Stoves
Bird nests removed from Chimneys, Nets & Wires fitted.

Cowls, Caps, Vents & Pots fitted. Repointing, Flanching
Ladder work, Fire cementing. No job too small.
Grates, Baskets, Fire Bricks & Fireside accessories

Family business. Professional & Fully Insured
Clean, polite, reliable, friendly & conscientious

The Purbeck Home Service
 We provide all property owners, whether

resident or having second homes, with a service
tailored to their needs: caretaking, maintenance,
repairs, decorations etc, supervision of specialists

such as electricians and plumbers, even
alterations and conversions.

To discuss our truly personal service, call us,
Nick and Jan Ostafew on 421287

SM Radestock 
Quality Decorating
& Refurbishment

Quality Interiors & Exteriors
Handpainted Kitchens

Full House Refurbishments
all work guaranteed, excellent references
work carried out by qualified tradesman

contact Simon on
m. 07973 697435     t. 01929 480491

Harmans Cross, Corfe, BH20

www.radestock.co.uk
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Putlake Farm 
langton matravers

Poppy tea rooms for
 Full english Breakfast • light lunches 

snacks & Drinks • Cream teas

Free local Delivery. tel 01929 422917

DAVE PROSSER

GENERAL BUILDER

mobile: 07966 390399
tel: 01929 423756

MIKE HARDY
Independent Telephone Engineer

Installations & Repairs
EX-BT 36 YEARS EXPERIENCE, SOCKETS INSTALLED 
FOR PHONES AND COMPUTERS, REPAIRS AND CA-
BLING, COMPUTER 
NETWORK CABLING, HALF BT PRICES!

Telephone 01929 425 252

Langton Village Store & Post Office
31 High Street, Langton Matravers, Swanage, BH19 3HA

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES, GREETING 
CARDS, FRESH BREAD, FRESH FRUIT & VEG, 

OFF LICENCE, DRY CLEANING, 
PHOTO-COPYING, FOREIGN CURRENCY

Monday - Friday 7.30am - 1pm & 2pm - 6pm
(closed Monday afternoon)

Saturday 8.30am - 1pm & 2pm - 5pm 

TELEPHONE 01929 475654

NEW LEAF
gardening service

MAINTENANCE & CARE OF LAWNS, 
HEDGES, FLOWER BEDS & PONDS. 

ALSO PRUNING, PLANTING, CLEARING, 
TIDYING & HEDGE LAYING

One off jobs or regular service provided

( John or Lorna on 439455 
or 0788 7952191

extensions

garden walls

repointing

Patios
driveways

Pet & large animal Feed

Compost shrubs Plants

gasCoallogs

(

t

Family run company 
(est. 1988) with a portfolio 

of over 300 properties 
& expertise in ...

Dorset Holiday Cottage Rentals
Remove stress of holiday letting using our services:

We help find properties to buy 
We assist with furnishing for letting 
We handle holiday property management

Thinking of holiday letting?      ...contact us 
01305 789000  www.dream-cottages.co.uk

•
•
•

Island Cottage
Holidays

We are now accepting new cottages to our 
selection of  quality holiday cottages in 
the Isle of  Purbeck. 
If  you would like to
consider renting 
for holidays 
please phone 
01929 481555

www.purbeckcottageholidays.com

10% commission 1st year
15% therein (no obligation)

24h online booking
28.3 weeks letting average
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PERSONAL BOOK-KEEPING SERVICE
Does the tax man worry you?
Are you working for yourself?

Paperwork stopping you working?
Everything in a shoe box for another day?

Want to free up time for you?

PETER D SEALE

01929 425660 / 07974 971919
Accountancy services • book-keeping

tax returns

Sally Roberts
MCFHP / MAFHP

Foot Health Practitioner
Home Visits

Telephone 421130

Also practising at
 Swanage Therapy Centre

Telephone 426506

andy lowe computers
friendly & understanding

Free Call Outs
Upgrades ~ Repairs

Computer Speed ups ~ Wireless

422453 
 07884452284

ISLE OF PURBECK 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE & LANDSCAPING

site/GARDeN CLeARANCe, LANDsCAPiNG,  
LAwN CARe, tRee wORK, HeDGe CUttiNG, 

ALL tyPes Of feNCiNG, tURfiNG, 
DiGGeR & DRiveR HiRe

ALL tyPes Of PAviNG LAiD
sHeDs & GReeNHOUses eReCteD 

OR DismANtLeD

FULLy INSURED

SIMON HARDING
teL: 01929 421462 or 07812104225

Tel: 01929 480 597
www.purbecklettings.co.uk
kate@purbecklettings.co.uk

Wanted 
Properties To Let

Purbeck Lettings is an independent Lettings 
Agent specialising in the Purbecks. All our 

properties are marketed on a national level and 
customer service is of paramount importance.

Corfe Beauty 
Call Jane Now -  07885 589581
Facial Treatments · Waxing · Electrolysis
Eyelash/Brow Tinting · Eyebrow Shape
Manicure · Pedicure · Aromatherapy · Massage
 

Corfe Beauty at The Purbeck Practice 
105 East Street, Corfe Castle
Dorset B��0 5E�B��0 5E�
(parking facilities on premises)
www.corfebeauty.com  

Dermalogica Skincare Products & Facials



The Dubber  19

For your party, reception, regular or one-off 
event and, by arrangement, your overnight stay

Three main rooms, well appointed kitchen, 
pleasant garden, marquee, gazebos & all the 
equipment you need to make your event special

For bookings: 01929 500500
bookings@worthmatraversvillagehall.org
For more information:
www.worthmatraversvillagehall.org

PURBECK STONE
CONSTRUCTION
Stone supplied and fixed by
THE STONEWORK SPECIALISTS
Patios - Porches - Fireplaces - Walls, etc

Ross Prior, ‘Cosy Corner’
off Haycrafts Lane

Harman’s Cross, Swanage

Telephone: 481217

Elliot’s Cleaning Co. 
Established 2003

We clean: Offices, shops, communal areas, libraries 
and homes (including one-off spring cleans)

Local • Fully insured • References available

Tel: 01929 427372

We can also supply 
eco-friendly cleaning products

W.F.SNOOK & SON LTD   
Installers of

PVC-U and Aluminium
Windows · Doors · Patio Doors 
Bifolding Doors

Conservatories · Sectional Garage Doors
Doors · Guttering

‘Kestrel’ PVC-u Fascia · Soffit · Mouldings etc

Tel/Fax. 01929 481581
10 Year insurance backed guarantee

moonfleet cars ltd
German & Vauxhall Specialists
Car Sales · Service · Repairs · MOTs

Tel: 01929 480215

sPar convenience store
Newspapers · Top Ups · Hot Food 
Beers · Wines · Spirits
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
01929 480097

Worth Matravers
Village Hall

 Purbeck Furnishing
61 Kings Road swanage, Dorset

TEL 01929 422703

The Complete House Furnishers
Specialists In:
Fitted Carpets; Vinyl Flooring; 
Venetian, Vertical & Roller Blinds; 
Curtains & Re-Upholstery; 
Chairs & Beds in stock

• We Guarantee Personal Attention •

Fensa
13202

splendid facilities include:
Large main hall & separate meeting room 
- ideal for all events
Advanced audio, digital projection & lighting systems, fully 
fitted commercial kitchen, two-way servery & patio doors 
to outside terrace
New Children’s Playground & large recreational field Adja-
cent to Swanage Railway with ample parking space

Please phone tina/David on 480540
Full details, prices & information at 

www.harmanscrosshall.co.uk

•

•

•

Harmans Cross Village Hall
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Wilkswood Farm
Open Thursday & Friday

9am-5pm
Saturdays 8am-1pm

for quality meat direct from the farm

Wilkswood Farm is devoted to conservation grazing to 
protect our Purbeck wildlife

NO SPRAYS • NO FERTILIZERS 
OLD FASHIONED FARMING • OLD FASHIONED QUALITY!

“TASTE THE DIFFERENCE” 

shop: 427970          web: www.wilkswoodfarm.co.uk
FIND US OPPOSITE THE KNITSON TURN ON VALLEY ROAD

BrIan glassoCk
BuIlDers lImIteD

GENERAL BUILDING SERVICES

telephone: 01929 422732
mobile: 07720 851363

Please phone for free estimate

‘Perelandra’, Gypshayes, Langton Matravers,
 Swanage, Dorset, BH19 3HQ

Lander’s Quarries Ltd
Kingston Road BH19 3JP

Specialists in Purbeck Stone
-  Showroom & shop    -  Visitors welcome

Building, Landscaping, Garden Features
Bespoke Flooring, Worktops, Fireplaces
Carving, Lettering & Monumental

Telephone: (01929) 439205
www.purbeckstone.co.uk  -  landers@purbeckstone.co.uk

•
•
•

ROY BROOKS
PAINTING & WALLPAPERING

SERVING THE DUBBER AREA

TELEPHONE 01929 421366

CUSTOM WORK AT REASONABLE RATES

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

ST MICHAELS GARAGE

THE PURBECK FORD CENTRE

Valley Road, Swanage, Dorset BH19 3DX
Telephone (01929) 480221 

BG

         Quality installations by a family run company 
                                    for over 30 years

Need a new kitchen, bathroom or bedroom?
We offer a complete design & fitting service 

         by our team of craftsmen
Visit our NEW tile showroom & bathroom 

         displays & get a no obligation quotation

Showroom: 
60 High Street Swanage Dorset BH19 2NX 

              01929 475793        www.ivamydesigns.com

•
•

•

Loft Conversions, Extensions, Kitchen & 
Bathrooms, Timber Frame Buildings, Stable 
Blocks, Tree Houses & Purposed Made Joinery.

01929 481122  ·  07879 626490
standbychris@gmail.com

We offer honest friendly 
bespoke service


