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                 BLADES GARDEN 
SERVICES

Contact Chris Bradford today on:
01929 421891
07912 795381
email: blades303@btinternet.com 

FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN SERVICES

Professional Carpet &
Window Cleaning

15 Hillsea rd 
swanage  bH19 2ql 

Telephone 426346

LANGTON MATRAVERS 
Village Hall

The following activities are held in the Hall:  

LM Historical Preservation Society, Folk Dancing, 
Dorset Wildlife Trust, Short Mat Bowls, Snooker, 

Wutan School of Tai Chi & Moves Fitness.
New members are always welcome

Further details are on the notice boards 
outside the Village Hall or ring:

Chairman: 01929 424736
Bookings Secretary: 01929 426654

ALAN THE STONEMASON

01929 481 314

alanthestonemason@googlemail.com

www.purbeckmasonry.com

01929 427427/ 554700 Available  
7 Day & Evening

www.SootyTheSweep.com

Over 25 Years Personal Experience National 
Association of Chimney Sweeps Member 6/627

Any flue swept, Wood Coal Gas Oil Aga Rayburn, All Stoves
Bird nests removed from Chimneys, Nets & Wires fitted.

Cowls, Caps, Vents & Pots fitted. Repointing, Flanching
Ladder work, Fire cementing. No job too small.
Grates, Baskets, Fire Bricks & Fireside accessories

Family business. Professional & Fully Insured
Clean, polite, reliable, friendly & conscientious

The Purbeck Home Service
 We provide all property owners, whether

resident or having second homes, with a service
tailored to their needs: caretaking, maintenance,
repairs, decorations etc, supervision of specialists

such as electricians and plumbers, even
alterations and conversions.

To discuss our truly personal service, call us,
Nick and Jan Ostafew on 421287

SM Radestock 
Quality Decorating
& Refurbishment

Quality Interiors & Exteriors
Handpainted Kitchens

Full House Refurbishments
all work guaranteed, excellent references
work carried out by qualified tradesman

contact Simon on
m. 07973 697435     t. 01929 480491

Harmans Cross, Corfe, BH20

www.radestock.co.uk



WELCOME & CONTENTS

Deadline for Next Issue
The editor, Angela Bell, appreciates the early submission 
of contributions but, for those cutting it fine, the deadline 
for the March issue is noon on 21 February and it will be 
ready for stapling on 25 February.

Contributions & Notifications 
The editor welcomes news contributions and letters as 
well as notifications of events within the Parishes for the 
What’s On section and, space permitting, for free ‘one 
off ’ box adverts which are included at the Editor’s dis-
cretion. These can be submitted online to ed@thed-
ubber.co.uk or by post to The Editor, 2 The Steddings, 
Langton Matravers, BH19 3EU ((427202) or by hand 
to St George’s Church or The Post Office, Langton Ma-
travers. 

How to Format Submissions
Preferably, (but don’t worry too much!) all emailed Dub-
ber submissions should be sent as 12 point Times New 
Roman (or Minion Pro, if you have it) plain type (i.e. no 
bold, italic or underlining) aligned left with single line 
spacing. Those people seeking a really professional finish 
can consult www.guardian.co.uk/styleguide for the de-

finitive guide to copywriting!

The On-line Dubber
Martin White uploads The On-line Dubber  and can be 
contacted at martin@thedubber.co.uk. Martin also wel-
comes additional photographs for inclusion on the web. 

Permanent Advertising & Dubber Distribution
At the moment, there is a waiting list for permanent ad-
vertising within the magazine but, if you are interested, 
you can be placed on the waiting list. You will be contacted 
when you get near the top. 

All adverts get the same amount of space (8cm x 6cm) 
and the cost is £72 per year; this is the minimum run. 
Please contact The Dubber  Secretary, Terry Whicker 
(terry@thedubber.co.uk) 29 Henbury Rise, Corfe Mullen, 
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 3TE ((01202 695544) for more 
details or bookings. 

Terry Whicker also deals with queries about the distri-
bution of The Dubber in the Parishes. 

Additionally, if you, or someone you know, are leav-
ing/have left the parishes and would like to continue to 
receive a copy of The Dubber,  please contact the Secretary 
via email or telephone to arrange this.
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Although my computer 
skills are pretty good, I 

still have problems with some 
programs... Office Outlook is 
one of them.

I have sorted my 
ed@thedubber.co.uk emails to land in a separate folder 
from my personal emails, BUT whenever I send an 
email, it always puts my personal email in the address 
line. Not surprisingly, most people tend to just use the 
reply mechanism when sending emails back to me. The 
net result is that I get many Dubber emails landing in 
my personal inbox file where they can easily get lost. 
If anyone can help me with this problem, please let me 
know. In the meantime, can I ask all contributors to be 
sure and send submissions to ed@thedubber.co.uk.

Many Thanks

Angela Bell

ed@thedubber.co.uk

From the Editor...

Thanks to Chris Meadows for this month’s Dubber cover.



Parishes of the Purbeck 
Hills Prayer Chain

To receive prayer support 
for a situation you are 

concerned about contact: 
Gaynor Burrett (421179) 
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THE PARISHES OF THE PURBECK HILLS

LEttEr FrOm thE rEctOry
February 2014
               

I have given Jake, my dog, a new middle name! 
He is constantly throwing himself at me, de-
manding attention! He cannot cope with Digby, 
my other dog, having any fuss or affection and will do all that he 
can to wheedle his way between us when Digby is having a cuddle. 
Ears pricked, tongue hanging and eyes pleading it is almost as if he 
is saying ‘Me Too, Me Too’. His new name! With Jake, life is very 
much centred around himself. Me, me, me!

Over the Christmas period there was one advert that irritated 
me intensely! It couldn’t have been very effective as I cannot remem-
ber what it was advertising and have been unable to track it down 
on the Internet, but basically it was various people looking into the 
camera and just saying the word ‘me’. As a Christmas advert I guess 
it was closer to representing the secular understanding of the season 
rather than what is now the ‘unfashionable’ understanding that it 
has very much to do with the Christian faith. In delivering the mes-
sage that the world revolves around ‘my’ desires and what ‘I’ want 
it was probably very successful. However, we all know that a world 
that revolves solely around self interest is a poorer world than one 
that is centred on love for others and a sense of community.

Jesus is at the very centre of the Christian message of Christmas. 
A message that is solely about love, unconditional, not for self but 
for the good of others. This month many will celebrate St Valentine’s 
Day. A celebration of love and a recognition that in relationship the 
well being of one’s partner is more important than oneself. If each 
makes the others welfare of prime importance then neither loses out 
and the bond of love grows stronger. Many of our communities have 
been struggling with the effects of the recent storms and floods, and 
this as been a wonderful opportunity for friends and neighbours to 
get alongside each other, supporting, encouraging and helping in the 
hardest and most challenging of situations. Our communities have 
been living out Jesus’ request that we love one another as we have 
been loved by him.

I hope that love for others over self interest will once again be-
come a foundation to our society, and that together we will become 
a stronger and more content nation. I hope that the culture of ‘me’ 
will become a thing of the past! And the thing I personally can do 
is to encourage my gorgeous fluffy monster ‘Me Too’ to once again 
change his name to ‘Us Both’.

Gaynor Burrett     
Priest-in-charge
Kingston, Langton Matravers & Worth Matravers      

The Dubber is the 
mouthpiece of the Parishes 

of the Purbeck Hills
St James’, Kingston 

St George’s, Langton Matravers 
St Nicholas of Myra, 

Worth Matravers 
with Harmans Cross 

The Chapel of St Aldhelm’s Head

Priest-in-charge
The Reverend Gaynor Burrett

The Rectory
 St George’s Close

Langton Matravers
Swanage, BH19 3HZ 
(01929 421179

8gaynorburrett@btinternet.com

Parish Secretary
Anne Meadows (01929 426544

Churchwardens
Langton Matravers 

 Chris Meadows (01929 426544
Worth Matravers 

Brian Engel (01929 480605
Kingston

David Scott (01929 480632
Simon Philips (01929 480421480421

PRE-SCHOOL
SERVICE

a service for pre-school 
children and parents

Wednesday 5 February
at 11am

at St George’s Church, 
Langton Matravers

Parents and carers welcome



LENT CoursEs 

Lent is coming and from mid 
March we will be offering 

Lent Courses at different times 
and places in the benefice

LENT LuNCHEs
Also a return of our acclaimed 
two-course Lent Lunches in 
Langton Village Hall, starting
on Wednesday, 12 March. 
More details in the March Dubber

	 	 The	Coffee	Pot
Meet for real coffee & cake 

first Thursday of each month

St	George’s	Church
9am onward 6 February

All are welcome!
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changes in service times
There is predominantly the same pattern of services each month 
but there are changes for festivals; please check the weekly notice 
sheets within the church or in the church porch. 
other denominations
The parishes are members of ACTS (The Association of Church-
es Together) & a list of services of other denominations locally 
can be found in the porch of St George’s Church, Langton.

THE PARISHES OF THE PURBECK HILLS

service times in the Parishes
sundaY 2  FebruarY christ in the temPle
8am Parish Communion BCP 1662 Langton
9.30am Hosanna! Langton
10.30am Churches Together 

United Service
URC 
Swanage

5pm Evening Service Worth
sundaY 9 FebruarY 4th sundaY beFore lent

8am Parish Communion BCP 1662 Worth
9.45am Parish Communion Langton
11.15am Family Service Kingston
6.30pm Evensong Langton

sundaY           16 FebruarY 3rd sundaY beFore lent
8am Parish Communion Langton
9.45am Informal Service Langton
11am Parish Communion Worth
11.15am Informal Service Kingston
6.30pm Evensong Langton
sundaY          23 FebruarY 223 FebruarY 2nd sundaY beFore lent
8am Parish Communion BCP 1662 Worth
9.45am Parish Communion Langton
11.15am Parish Communion Kingston
6pm Evening Service HXVH
everY wednesdaY

10am Holy Communion CW1 (trad)           Langton

dailY PraYers

9-9.15am Tues & Weds  Langton
9-9.15am Monday Kingston
9-9.15am Thursday Worth

ST GeorGe’S CHurCH
HoSANNA! SerVICe 

An informal service for 
children of all ages, their 
families and the young at heart 

9.30am Sunday 2 February
...and the first Sunday of each month

Men’s Breakfast
8.30am Saturday 15 February

 & every third Saturday 
each month at Putlake Farm

 

Children...Why not bring 
Mum or Dad along on...

Friday, 7 March
from 3.30pm - 5pm
in St George’s Church
for Tea, Songs & activities

Christian Women
in the First World War

A LECTURE by KATE ADIE
AT SALISBURY CATHEDRAL

2.30pm  SATURDAY, 15 FEBRUARY 

Details in the porch at St George’s Ch
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GENERAL NEWS

christingle

Thank you to all the children and their parents who came 
to the Christingle services on Christmas Eve. We had a 

wonderful response and raised a total of £250 in the three 
churches, which has been sent to the Children’s Society.

 Mary Bell

newcomers lunch

We recently enjoyed our annual Newcomers Lunch. 
There was a fantastic turn out, and we all got to 

know each other better. As well as a warm welcome from 
the churches, Harmans Cross Village Club extended a wel-
come to all Newcomers too. Thank you to those Newcomers 
who came. We enjoyed your company and hope to see you 
again.                    Pat Bloomfield

where the hardY am i?

This month’s picture is of the chancel end of a church 
standing in the middle of a field somewhere in Dorset. 

It is all that remains of a deserted village. Do you know the 
name of the village and in which Thomas Hardy novel this 
ruin is featured? You might also like to hazard a guess as to 
why the village was deserted.       Angela Bell

a winter retreat For butterFlies

I climb through the hatch into the top chamber in the 
tower of St Nicholas Church in Worth Matravers. This is 

where the bells are hung, and it is cold, damp, draughty and 
dirty. Visits here are normally brief and limited to bell main-
tenance. I am delighted to see what look like dead leaves 
on the ceiling and walls; they are actually neither dead nor 
leaves, but hibernating Small Tortoiseshell butterflies. There 
must be at least a dozen visible, and probably more hidden 
away. For them, it is an ideal winter retreat!

Of the sixty or so British butterflies, only four hibernate 
as adult insects. As well as the Small Tortoiseshell, they are 
the Peacock, Comma and Brimstone. The Small Tortoiseshell 
prefers man-made structures such as old buildings, garages 
or sheds for its winter quarters, while the latter two stick to 
more natural sites. The Peacock is more catholic in its tastes, 
and may opt for either

Both the Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock, traditional gar-
den favourites, have undergone a severe decline in numbers 
over the past decade. The reason for this is not certain, but 
may at least be partly due to a parasitic fly which has come 
to England from the Continent, and has larvae that feed on 
these caterpillars. Whatever the cause, both butterflies have 

shown a dramatic population increase this summer. We can 
only hope that this resurgence will be maintained in future 
years, and that they remain a common sight in our gardens. 

Colin Nunn

new initiative in our churches

Representatives of the Purbeck Hills churches have 
formed a ‘Vision’ group with the support of Revd 

Gaynor Burrett, to explore the different ways we can draw 
close to God. Have you heard the slogan: ‘If you don’t feel 
close to God, guess who moved?’

The first of the ‘Vision’ group’s initiatives was a Prayer 
Party held in January in someone’s home. We had a drink 
on arrival, followed by a Bring & Share supper, and a talk on 
the ‘Local House of Prayer Initiative’, which owes its roots to 
Ffald-y-Brenin, a place in Pembrokeshire. You might like to 
have a look at (www.ffald-y-brenin.org). 

At 7pm on 24 February there will be another ‘Prayer 
Party’ (in the same format) when Ian & Els Jolly from Ly-
chett Minster, whom some of you might know, will focus on 
‘Listening Prayer’.

Coming in June, a Quiet Day is planned at St Aldhelm’s 
Chapel, led by an outside speaker, date to be arranged. The 
Coastguards have kindly agreed to their loo being available; 
otherwise it is a long walk! Places will be limited. 

For further information on any of the above, phone Liz 
Parsons 426073 or Pat Bloomfield 480924.

Purbeck u3a meeting Points

Film maker and Purbeck U3A member, John Hale, with 
presenters John England and Dr Bob Dukes, have re-

cently made a documentary DVD about the well known 
Royal Naval Cordite Factory establishment near Wareham. 
They will be giving a presentation of an edited version of 
their DVD ‘The Story of the Royal Naval Cordite Factory, 
Holton Heath’ on Thursday, 27 February from 10am to noon 
at Harmans Cross Village Hall and explaining interesting 
facts about the buildings and equipment used there during 
and between the wars for the production of Cordite.

Nearly 100 years have passed since the building of this 
enormous factory on 450 acres of land at Holton Heath and 
the many thousands who worked there were controlled by 
the Official Secrets Act with even their own families having 
little idea of what their relatives were actually working on, or 
the dangers involved.

Some of the mysteries of what went on behind the “tall 
black fence” (which still exists) will be revealed – and the 
use to which the land has been put in modern times. For 
further details please see our Meeting Points Website: www.
meetingpoints.purbecku3a.org.uk.     David Knott

double value concert

Ball & Socket and Canzonetta will provide an evening of 
sparkling musical entertainment on Saturday, 1 March 

at 7.30 pm at the new Emmanuel Church in Swanage, as part 
of Fairtrade Fortnight in Purbeck, supported by Purbeck 
District Council.

Canzonetta is well-known locally as a talented and pop-
ular ladies’ singing ensemble, with a wide repertoire, always 
guaranteed to please their audience. Ball & Socket also have 
an enthusiastic local following for their mix of Flanders and 
Swann songs and other material in similar vein. As a special 
treat the two groups will combine on several items, giving 
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the evening not only a ladies’ choir and a gentlemen’s duo, 
but also a mixed singing group.

As well as the excellent and entertaining music, there 
will be soft drinks and nibbles, some prizes to be won, in-
formation about Fair Trade locally and internationally and 
a Traidcraft stall.

Tickets (£10, under 18s £7) are available from Swanage 
TIC (422885), Farwell’s in Wareham (552044) and 480007.

burngate stone carving centre

Burngate is up and running again for stone carving, 
experimental art workshops and drawing courses. We 

have lots of space for private adult and children’s parties and 
weekend events. (Good rate for locals)

Remember that we have an interesting stone gallery in-
cluding sculpture and gardenware and lots of local arts and 
crafts for sale on our shop. Look out for our half term an 
Easter children’s and family events. Booking essential 

Phone 439405 or visit the website for more details and 
times. www.burngatestonecentre.co.uk

Purbeck marathon is rated the best

In only its second year, the Purbeck Marathon has been 
rated as not only the best Marathon in Dorset or in the 

south but the best in the UK according to the leading run-
ning magazine Runner’s World. This is an incredible achieve-
ment for an event that is as challenging as it is scenic.

The Purbeck Marathon attracts runners from across the 
UK as well as a few from further afield. Raced over the clas-
sic Marathon distance of 26.2 miles (and a bit extra) the race 
starts and finishes in Swanage.

The Runner’s World rating of Best Marathon in the UK 
(up from third best in its inaugural year of 2012) was deter-
mined from the ratings of runners who had taken part in the 
gruelling event and their comments on the Runner’s World 
Web site. The event rated 99% for 2013 with 96% of runners 
saying they would do it again. 

The organisers have announced that entries for the 2014 
Purbeck Marathon on 14 September are already open with 
details available at www.purbeckmarathon.co.uk. 

This marathon is a community event, put on by (extreme-
ly tired!) volunteers in order to share our favourite runs with 
you and to raise much needed funds for local charities and 
good causes. In 2012, we were able to donate £1,500 to Swa-
nage Carnival charities. In 2013, we continued to support 
the Swanage Carnival charities as well as Help for Heroes, a 
national charity that has strong local connections. 

Martin Payne
corFe castle surgerY news

Thank you to everyone for their patience during the im-
plementation of our new computer system. As prom-

ised, now we are settled, I am pleased to announce that you 
will be able to request medication and book appointments 
with the doctor on-line. To do this you will need a user name 
and password. Please ask at Reception for further informa-
tion. 

We have also turned on the SMS facility which allows 
us to text you to confirm you appointment and to remind 
you of your appointment. Please make sure we have your up 
to date contact details to allow for this. If you prefer to not 
receive notifications by text, please let us know. 

As with all benefits, there have been set backs. For those 
of you who are on repeat medication, you may have noticed 

that your ‘next issue due’ date is many months in the future. 
This is a glitch that the new system has brought with it so 
please rest assured you will not be asked to wait for your 
medication. We are working on this problem but it may take 
a while to rectify. Sorry for any inconvenience or unneces-
sary worry this has caused.         Clare Tuck

swanage railwaY 

Dedicated Swanage Railway volunteers are celebrating 
the restored heritage line through Dorset’s Isle of Purbeck 
carrying a total of almost 211,000 passengers during 2013 
– more than the combined populations of Bournemouth, 
Wimborne and Blandford Forum.

 And during ten operating days from the end of Novem-
ber to the end of 24 December, 2013, the festive ‘Santa Spe-
cial’ Christmas steam trains carried a total of 8,631 passen-
gers – more than the population of Wareham – which is up 
by 1,155 people on 2012.

 Swanage Railway General Manager Richard Jones said: 
“2013 was a fantastic year for the Swanage Railway and our 
second best year ever for passenger numbers – only beaten 
by our 212,095 passengers in 2009 – while December, 2013, 
was our best ever performance for that month.

 “The Swanage Railway operates one of the most inten-
sive train services on any heritage railway in the country and 
during 2014 we will be running trains on every weekend 
throughout the year and daily from 29 March to 2 Novem-
ber,” added Mr Jones.

 Steam trains run on Saturdays and Sundays in January 
and February – and daily between Monday and Friday, 17 to 
21 February, 2014, inclusive – with departures from Norden 
Park & Ride at 11.20am, 12.40pm, 2.40pm and 4pm. Train 
departures from Swanage are at 10.40am, 12 noon, 2pm and 
3.20pm.

 New volunteers are always welcomed by the Swanage 
Railway, with full training given. For an informal chat – and 
to find out more – contact volunteer co-ordinator Mike 
Whitwam on 475212 or email: volunteer@swanagerail-
waytrust.org.uk. 

langton west wood uPdate

The feedback we had about the wood’s Spirit of Place 
was all positive, so thank you for that. The next stage 

in preparing a plan to safeguard the wood’s special qualities 
has now been completed: a list of objectives for looking after 
the wood has been put together. The list was drawn up by 
thinking of things that might threaten the wood’s spirit, and 
how we might prevent that. The National Trust would really 
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like to hear your thoughts on these proposals. We hope you 
agree with us, and will join with us in helping achieve them. 
You can find the objectives at www.thedubber.co.uk. They 
may be best understood by coming out into the woods over 
the next few weekends, either on a walk to find out more, 
or to try your hand at some of the activities that might be 
needed.

If you want to come on a walk to discuss the proposals, 
we are running them at 10.30am and 2pm on 1 February. 
Just turn up to the Burngate Centre at these times and we 
shall take you on a 1 hour walk around the wood.  We really 
want to hear your views –what we do and how, will be very 
much up to the feedback we get.

Or join us for a taste of some of the activities that may be 
needed. On 1 and 2 February, National Trust Rangers and 
Toby Hoad will be on hand to clear a woodland glade, make 
charcoal, practice green woodworking and use horses to ex-
tract firewood. If you want to have a go at these activities, 
come and meet us on any or all of these days at 10.30 at the 
Burngate Centre. Each session will finish at 12.30, but could 
continue longer if people wish.

For more information, please contact Jonathan Kershaw 
on 07768 761017 or email: jonathan.kershaw@national-
trust.org.uk.        David Hodd

national trust

Purbeck has in international reputation for its rich natu-
ral habitats, but until now one area has been overlooked 

– its ancient and significant trees.
Highlights include rare survivors of Dutch elm disease 

and evidence of traditional land use methods stretching 
back to the middle ages.

While the heaths and grasslands have received plenty of 
attention from naturalists, their very importance has over-
shadowed its woodland treasures, said National Trust An-
cient Trees Advisor Brian Muelaner. 

It took a chance visit from a colleague, National Trust 
Head of Forestry Ray Hawes, to change that.

“I had been intending to visit Purbeck for some time, 
then Ray told me about a field maple wood he had seen and 
suggested I take a look,” said Brian.

The maples, in Studland Wood, near Old Harry, turned 
out to be the remains of a woodland grazing area in which 
trees were planted with enough space between them for live-
stock to feed, then pollarded as a sustainable source of tim-
ber for fuel and other uses.

“I only know of one other example of comparable quality 
and that piqued my interest,” said Brian.

A tour of Purbeck only added to his excitement. 
Visits to Langton West Wood and Talbot Wood in South 

Purbeck revealed ancient oaks hiding among younger 
growth, and in the Corfe Valley he found a reminder of how 
the British landscape looked before Dutch elm disease swept 
the country in the 1970s.

A rare stand of around seven mature elms are thought 
to have a natural resistance to the beetle-borne plague and 
could provide seeds to allow the re-introduction of elms 
elsewhere.

This month, Brian is running the second of two training 
sessions for National Trust volunteers and staff who will be 
carrying out a comprehensive survey of significant trees in 
Purbeck as part of a nationwide audit of Trust land.

It will also form the basis of planning for future manage-

ment – in some cases extending to detailed plans for indi-
vidual trees.

The audit has so far identified around 28,000 important 
trees in England, Wales and Northern Ireland and Brian ex-
pects the Purbeck research to add significantly to the total.

“I realised Purbeck was a far more interesting site than I 
had previously thought,” said Brian.

“I was expecting the survey to come up with some tens of 
important trees, but now I think it will be hundreds.” 

Jon Bish

where the hardY am i answer

This ruin is the last remnant of the village of Winter-
bourne Farringdon just South of Dorchester; one of the 

many Dorset villages deserted after the plague decimated 
the population. In Thomas Hardy’s The Trumpet Major, John 
Loveday and Anne Garland walk to the ruin. Anne sits at 
what would have been the altar… it is a pre-echo of what 
should happen but doesn’t. I.e. Anne subsequently marries 
John’s fickle brother Bob instead of the steadfast John who 
eventually dies on the battlefields of Spain.       Angela Bell

coFFee Junction in harmans cross

It is now over  three years since we started to hold Coffee 
Junction in the Meeting Room of Harmans Cross Village 

Hall, to coincide with the times of the visits by the Mobile 
Library, fortnightly on Thursdays (see What’s On at the 
back of the Dubber for dates).

In addition to borrowing some new books to read, and 
enjoying a hot drink and a chat, the Post Office is open in 
Harmans Cross Village Hall Foyer EVERY Thursday from 
9.30-11.30am. The big Car Park makes it an easy place to 
visit. We look forward to seeing you there.   Pat Bloomfield

harmans cross movie nights

On another very wet evening, January’s film, the 
thought-provoking documentary We Steal Secrets: The 

Story Of Wikileaks, attracted an audience of 32.
Our next movie, the Richard Curtis comedy, About 

Time (certificate 12A, is on Tuesday, 11 February. Following 
his success with Four Weddings and a Funeral, Notting Hill, 
Love Actually as well as Blackadder and The Vicar of Dibley, 
Curtis’s new comedy is about love and time travel and stars 
Rachel McAdams, Bill Nighy and Domhnall Gleeson. The 
night after another unsatisfactory New Year party, Tim’s 
(Gleeson) father (Nighy) tells his son that the men in his 
family have always had the ability to travel through time. 
Tim can’t change history, but he can change what happens 
and has happened in his own life-so he decides to make 
his world a better place...by getting a girlfriend. Sadly, that 
turns out not to be as easy as you might think.

The Daily Mail says that ‘both Gleeson and Nighy give 
wonderful performances, the late Richard Griffiths, who 
died in March, makes one of his final film appearances, 
Tom Hollander does a fine turn as a dyspeptic playwright 
and Richard E Grant makes a cameo appearance...and the 
plot is magic escapism.’ The Rotten Tomatoes website reck-
ons ‘beautifully filmed and unabashedly sincere, About 
Time finds director Richard Curtis at his most sentimental’ 
while The Mirror reviewer thought ‘a touching tale of love 
and hope...a feel-good romantic charmer, this film sees Ri-

HARMANS CROSS
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Rock band. They are one of Folk Music’s most arresting new 
bands, thrilling audiences all over the country.

You can join our mailing list to receive the very latest 
information, on future events, by following the link on our 
website.      John Dainton

harmans cross residents club

Reflecting our new Club policy of being open on the 1st 
and 3rd Fridays of each month, our opening times for 

the next couple of months are from 7.30pm to 10.30pm on 7 
& 21 February and 7 & 21 March. There will, therefore, be no 
Residents Club bar on 14 & 28 February or 14 & 28 March.

Nigel Edmonds

chard Curtis – the godfather of the British rom-com - weave 
his special emotional magic to craft a gentle tale of love and 
loyalty... for Curtis, it is about pushing the simple message 
that we should all view life from a positive perspective.’

The film’s 12A certificate means that anyone aged 12 
or over can come and see the film unaccompanied. The A 
stands for ‘accompanied’ and ‘advisory’. Children younger 
than 12 may see the film if they are accompanied by an adult 
(eg someone over the age of 18), who must watch the film 
with them. In the case of any doubt, evidence of age may be 
required.

Movie Nights are held at Harmans Cross Village Hall on 
the second Tuesday every month. Tickets are £5 each and 
are only available at the door on the night. This month the 
hall and licensed bar will open at 7pm, with the film start-
ing at 7.30 (with a 15 minute interval) and finishing around 
9.55pm.

We continue with the highly acclaimed real-life piracy 
drama Captain Phillips on 11 March; then Rush and Philom-
ena in April and May – more details next month. 

Nigel Edmonds

harmans cross village club 

Our Christmas Party was very well attended. Unfortu-
nately, Lt Col Torrent was unable to attend due to ill 

health. At the last moment we were entertained by a local 
group of belly dancers called Bedla. 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed their display and more 
than half of the attendance got up and danced with them 
at the end. We are very grateful to them for stepping in so 
admirably at such short notice. The hamper winners at the 
Christmas Party were Peggie Lees, Gloria Warrington and 
Richard Richards.

The next meeting is on 27 February and is called ‘Hands 
on Dowsing Workshop’ with Jan Rainford. Dowsing can be 
used for answers about health and medicines, food/food 
allergies, finding lost articles/objects and of course finding 
water. Jan has asked that we all come along with a metal coat 
hanger. The meeting will start at 2pm and guests are very 
welcome at a charge of £2.

On 6 February we have a skittles evening at Ulwell Village 
Inn at 7 pm. This is always a fun evening so come along and 
join us. If you wish to eat beforehand please phone Eileen 
on 481063 so she can let the Village Inn know how many to 
expect.          Marie Evans

music nights live @ harmans cross 

For our first concert of 2014 on 15 March, we are pleased 
to present one of the UK’s premier Trad Jazz Bands, John 

Maddocks’ Jazzmen, an outstanding seven piece Trad Jazz 
group. This is an evening not to be missed, if you are a Trad 
Jazz fan!

We are very fortunate to have one of the best live music 
venues in the Isle of Purbeck, our concerts give the audience 
an unrivalled view of the performers, comfortable café style 
seating, atmospheric lighting and very reasonable bar prices. 
All in all, a great night out!

Tickets at £10 are on sale online and from 3 February at 
our usual outlets: SPAR Shop, Harmans Cross; Tourist Infor-
mation, Swanage; Replay Records, Swanage.Further details 
are available on our website: www.harmanscrosshall.co.uk

The other concert we have confirmed for 2014 is on Sat-
urday, 24 May. The Jigantics a truly talented five- piece Folk 

LANGTON MATRAVERS

lm Preservation societY

The next meeting of the Langton Matravers Preservation 
Society takes place on Thursday, 20 February at 7.30 pm 

in the village hall for an illustrated talk by Dr Mary Sparks on 
Sarajevo where World War 1 began in 1914. All welcome... 
members £2.50 ; non members £3.50.       Rosemary Stevens

the Fossil ladY oF lYme

The world was thought to be 6000 years old when Mary 
Anning was born just 200 years ago. Within a genera-

tion, it was proved that there had been a vast prehistoric age, 
when unimaginable monsters roamed the earth and swam 
in the seas. 

Mary Anning played a key part in this extraordinary 
time. She discovered the first complete fossil of a prehistoric 
reptile in Great Britain – at the age of twelve, and contin-
ued to make ground breaking and spectacular discoveries 
throughout her life.

In Alison Neil’s one-woman play, Mary Anning tells her 
fascinating story. The entertaining tale of her life, her friend-
ships, her struggle to make her mark (and put food on the 
table) is both amusing and moving. And by the end of the 
show you will surely know the difference between an ich-
thyosaur and a plesiosaur!

Alison Neil’s one-woman play The Fossil Lady of Lyme 
is on at Langton Matravers Village Hall on Wednesday, 26 
February at 7.30pm tickets are £8 or £6 (under18s) and are 
available from Keith Coombs, 423834, Judy Cook, 426654, 
or Langton Matravers Post Office.                  Keith Coombs
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langton arthouse cinema

Our next film – after 5 February’s The Moo Man – is Only 
God Forgives (in English), on Wednesday, 5 March at 

7.30pm in Langton Matravers Village Hall, starts ten years 
ago in Bangkok. A policeman is murdered and Julian, the 
killer, goes on the run. Today he manages a Thai boxing club 
as a front for a drugs operation. Although respected in the 
criminal underworld, deep inside, he feels empty. When 
Julian’s brother kills a prostitute, the police reach out to re-
tired cop Chang, known as the Angel of Vengeance. Chang 
allows the father to kill his daughter’s murderer, and then 
restores order by chopping off the man’s right hand. Julian’s 
mother Crystal (Kristin Scott Thomas), the head of a power-
ful criminal organization, arrives in Bangkok to collect her 
son’s body. She orders Julian to find his killers and raise hell. 
Increasingly obsessed with the Angel of Vengeance, Julian 
challenges him to a boxing match, hoping that by defeating 
him he might find spiritual release but Chang triumphs. A 
furious Crystal plots revenge and the stage is set for a bloody 
journey through betrayal and vengeance towards a final 
confrontation and the possibility of redemption.

Tickets will be £5 on the door which will open at 7pm. 
Glasses will be supplied should you wish to bring your own 
drink with you.

If you want to be kept informed about future films you 
can add your name to the mailing list by emailing info@
LangtonArthouseCinema.co.uk or visit www. LangtonArt-
houseCinema.co.uk.    Chris Kwantes

langton matravers Parish council
tribute to norman Priddle

At its December meeting the Council remembered Nor-
man Priddle’s huge contribution to the life of the vil-

lage, and in particular his work on the Village Enhancement 
Scheme, the toilet block and allotments. All kept silence to 
honour his memory.

JanuarY meeting
Present: Cllr P. White in the Chair, Cllrs M Turner, W 

Knight, C Drayson, M Kirby, J Bradford, M Lovell, H. Tizard 
and P Loudoun. There were over 60 members of the public 
present, though many left after the discussion about the fu-
ture of the Post Office.

FootPaths
The new DCC Countryside ranger, Tom Bennett, gave 

a short presentation about his role in Countryside Manage-
ment in the area. He reported the landslip and collapse of the 
path to Dancing Ledge: this will remain closed for the fore-
seeable future. The official opening ceremony for the Priest’s 
Way is on 29 January at 10am at the Priest’s Way junction 
of the track to Spyway Barn; local dignitaries will be joined 
by representatives of user groups, including local school-
children in mediaeval costume. To contact Ian Vaughan-
Arbuckle on any footpath matter, please email: ian@ianva.
co.uk or call him on 426956.

national trust
There will be two Community Woodland sessions, in-

cluding Charcoal Burning/Greenwoodworking at Langton 
Westwood on 25/26 January and 1/2 February. Call Jonath-
an Kershaw on 07768761017 for further details.

Planning 
 a) 6/2013/0699 Doris Tyrer, Greystones, The Hyde, 
BH19 3HE. Sever land and erect three-bedroom two-
storey dwelling. Create new vehicular access. 

•

The Clerk had received three letters from neighbours 
expressing opposition. Decision: No Objection (follow-
ing Chairman’s casting vote).
b) 6/2013/0575 M Ruckwood, High Street (The Old 
Malthouse), Langton Matravers BH19 3HB, Minor 
material amendment to PP 6/2011/0131 (Change of 
use, demolition and alterations to form two dwellings 
and erect two detached dwellings) to allow a change to 
the building materials. PDC Intention to approve del-
egated application. Following the Council’s strong letter 
of objection of 15 November on the grounds that the 
design of a building as already approved by the Plan-
ning Board should be insisted upon in this significant 
location, PDC have nevertheless decided to allow brick 
and slate on sides and back of the new buildings rather 
than Purbeck stone and tile throughout, as in the origi-
nal plan. While deploring the facility with which such 
changes can be made despite the development being in 
a Conservation Area, the Council decided not to take 
the matter further.

Future oF the Post oFFice stores
Members of the public made suggestions about possible 

plans for the future. They agreed to circulate a questionnaire 
to establish need and community support, both for a com-
munity venture and if the shop were to be moved to a new 
site. The Parish Council offered to fund a meeting at the 
Village Hall to follow up the questionnaire results, this is at  
7pm Thursday, 27 February. 

Parish council street lights
Following feedback from residents, it was agreed to re-

new three of the street lights in Acton, using part-night cells 
(dark 12-5am). The Clerk will explore the cost of using LED 
lighting for these. Changes to other lights in the parish will 
be considered in the future.

new signage around the school 
The Council agreed to go ahead with DCC proposals for 

new safety measures along the road outside the school, in-
cluding a trial ‘20mph when lights flashing’ scheme for pick-
ing up and dropping off times, minor changes to the present 
zig-zag layout, and some form of road narrowing in the area. 
The issue of parking outside the school during busy periods 
will be addressed when the new signage and road markings 
are in place.

housing needs surveY results
Thanks to all who responded. The survey was formally 

adopted by the Council, and can be found on the PC website.
allotments

Grow your own! We presently have a couple of half plots 
available to rent: contact the Clerk for further details.

ProPosed new quarrY sites
Suggestions for eight new quarry sites in the area, includ-

ing an extension to Swanworth quarry, were presented by 
DCC Minerals Planning Dept at a meeting in Langton Village 
Hall in January. The Council will be discussing the proposals 
at its meeting in February. Copies of plans are in the office, 
and comments should be sent to DCC by 13 February.

next meeting
The next Parish Council meeting is on 13 February at 7pm. 

contact details 
Please write to: The Parish Office, 1A High Street, Lang-

ton Matravers. Alternatively you can email the Clerk at lang-
tonmatravers@dorsetparishes.gov.uk or phone 425100. The 
office is usually open on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings.            Mary Sparks, Parish Clerk

•

•



The Dubber   11

worth wassail success

The Worth Winter Wassail at the end of December 
seems to have been a great success. A full Church heard 

excellent readings by Cath Newman and William Boyd and 
a range of music from musicians from 15 years of age to 
some who were slightly older! The buffet from the Tea & 
Supper Rooms/Swanage Deli plus alcoholic and non-alco-
holic punches sent us away very contented.

We were able to donate over £600 to the Village Hall 
charity and a donation of £150 was also made to the church. 
Our thanks to everyone involved. 

The Worth Village Hall Events Committee

worth aFternoon club

After a short AGM we welcomed Marcus Davis from 
Corfe Castle who gave us a very interested and inform-

ative talk on the history and purpose of Osteopathy. Mar-
cus told us that Osteopathy started in the United States of 
America in 1884 by Andrew Taylor Still who after being a 
hospital steward in the American Civil War and seeing how 
wounds were treated decided that there must be a better way 
to save limbs and stop soldiers dying from what we would 
consider easily treatable wounds. It was thought that he may 
have copied some practices from the Chinese immigrants 
in Los Angeles when he was there. He started a school for 
Osteopathy and trained others in the field. 

We learned of the benefits and procedures of Osteopathy 
and how lifestyle helps to diagnose some problems. In 1917 
Osteopathy first came to the UK but it was not a legalised 
profession here until 1993 which surprised many of us. It 
was a really interesting subject and was enjoyed by all who 
attended. Our next meeting is on Wednesday, 12 February at 
2.30pm when Tim Arnold will talk to us about the Military 
School of Music. Members and Non Members will be very 
welcome as always.               Beverley Tucker

winter warmer

Come along to the Village Hall on Saturday, 22 Febru-
ary (7 for 7.30pm) for the next Bring and Share Supper, 

with live jazz and an ‘Open Mic’ for those inclined to step 
up and sing, or play, or just generally join in the music! No 
pressure to participate for those that just want to relax, en-
joy the occasion, chat, eat, and share a glass or two of wine. 
Book a table for you and your friends!

As it’s a ‘Bring & Share’, please bring one dish and to make 
sure we have a nicely balanced menu, please let Patti Sand-
ham know in advance what you will be bringing and who’s 
coming. Entry is free but you must book first. Call Patti on 
439001 or email pschevron-secure@yahoo.co.uk.

worth matravers Parish council
Representing Harmans Cross and Worth Matravers

JanuarY meeting 

Cllr Burden was in the Chair, Cllrs Meates, Vosper, Field, 
Sandham, Bugler, Woolford and County / District Cllr 

Lovell were in attendance. There were six members of the 
public present.

Public discussion items 
Concerns were expressed about the ongoing minerals 

extraction activity at the WM Lovell Downs Quarry sites 
and the lack of enforcement by DCC of previous planning 

conditions. Local residents presented a statement of detailed 
concerns on operations extending closer to properties result-
ing in noise and environmental intrusion. Residents raised 
further concerns on the deferring of the conditioned rein-
statement programmes by a further 14 years and that parts 
of the above sites conditioned for reinstatement in 2013 are 
being left open to facilitate future and further mining opera-
tions in lower down adjacent areas closer to residents’ prop-
erties.

Highway surface water overflow into private property 
originating from a blocked gully adjacent to Glendale was 
reported and remedial action would be sought from DCC 
Highways.

Residents’ concerns were expressed to the meeting about 
Royal Mail deliveries to the Sunny Glades site illegal cara-
vans. Notices had been served by PDC Planning Enforce-
ment requiring removal of these static caravans. 

A discussion took place on Harmans Cross A351 High-
way and Traffic conditions and on progress outstanding on 
actions agreed with DCC Highways. A speed survey had 
been carried out using road counters and previously report-
ed items of possible lower speed limits from the 40mph (se-
cured by the PC in 1988) and new pedestrian footway and 
crossing facilities were awaiting their response. 

Residents raised the problems of sight lines exiting from 
side roads to the A351 Valley Road. The problems caused by 
DCC Highways not commenting on and securing necessary 
improvements for forward visibility for the access to the new 
development at HX Poultry Farm were noted.

other corresPondence
Complaints of difficulty for drivers exiting Haycrafts lane 

as a result of South Dorset Coaches parking in the Harmans 
Cross layby were noted. It was agreed to bring these to the 
attention of the Traffic Commissioners. 

highwaY matters
The PC thanked those private persons who had cleaned 

and rodded out the blocked highway gullies on the Worth 
Road from Swanworth to remove the surface water flooding 
problem. 

The PC noted that the finger post direction sign to Worth 
at the Swanworth junction constructed by the Chairman 
and erected by DCC Highways had been temporarily fixed 
using Jubilee clips. The sign had subsequently blown down 
and been found by the Chairman. Cllr Lovell agreed to take 
up with DCC Highways rectification of this poor workman-
ship

The overhanging vegetation on the highway especially 
outside the Silver Mist to Woodside section of the footway 
on the A351 Valley Road at Harmans Cross was discussed. 
The DCC Highways Officer had undertaken at the recent 
joint site visit to ensure this was either removed or recharge-
able enforcement action against these residents taken. 

Planning & tree work aPPlications
PA 6/2013/0674 Erect single storey extension Valley 
Road (Sarnia), Harmans Cross, Wareham, BH20 5HU. 
No comments 
PA 6/2013/0675 Erect two-storey extension with base-
ment and single storey conservatory on eastern eleva-
tion. Valley Road (Old Caplestone Farm), Harmans 
Cross. No Comments 
PA 6/2013/0688 Non material amendment to PP 
6/2013/0092 (Sever land and erect detached house and 
form new vehicular access) to allow colour wash render 
to the east elevation, UPVC windows and doors and 

•

•

•

WORTH MATRAVERS
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imitation slate roof covering. Haycrafts Lane (Flower 
Meadow) Harmans Cross. The PC did not accept these 
amendments as necessary or beneficial.
PA6/2013/0672 Erect detached outbuilding Winspit 
Road (St James Cottage), Worth Matravers. The PC 
noted this was outside the Settlement Boundary and 
was on land in the past set aside for agricultural pur-
poses. Clarification would be sought from PDC. 
PA6/2013/0647 Variation of Condition Two of PP 
6/2011/0602 (Erect single-storey extension and de-
tached garage) to widen extension. Winspit Road (Sea-
scape), Worth Matravers. The PC noted this although 
large was not visible from the road and had no further 
comments 

other matters
The PC set the Parish Precept for 2014 -15 at £NIL. The 

voluntary work from all Cllrs in respect of the regular col-
lection of donations had contributed to setting this precept 
at £NIL. 

Cllr Sandham reported on the upgrade and replacement 
work to provide the CCTV system at WM car park. It was 
agreed to review the functioning of this system and to in-
vestigate with a report back to the next meeting the need to 
upgrade and modernise this with a new system. 

The PC noted with thanks the donation by JD Facilities 
of a hand dryer in the toilets at WM. It was agreed that the 
existing internal and external lighting units and proximity 
detector systems needed to be upgraded and a quotation 
would be sought for the next meeting 

The PC thanked Cllr Bugler for removing the blown 
down tree obstructing the Square and Compass junction at 
WM.

The PC noted Xmas trees had been left on the WM 
Green. Dorset Waste Partnership would be contacted as to 
their information and collection arrangements to ensure 
residents did not leave their own trees on the Green after 
Xmas. 

Problems from vehicle access into saturated grassland off 
the WM car park had occurred and it was agreed to review 
the locking off via chain or padlock of this area 

The next meeting will be held at Worth Matravers Vil-
lage Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 4 February. 

Roger Khanna, Parish Clerk

•

•

kingston news

It has been sad to find that a number of people have moved 
from Kingston over the last few months – and we no long-

er see the familiar faces of Dodie and Mick Gould and also 
Fiona and Edward Wake-Walker, all of whom have helped a 
lot over the years in village events. 

However, it is good to know that new people have moved 
into the village and we welcome several new people to West 
Street, in particular. 

It was great to meet and get to know the Fitzgerald fam-
ily and also Peter Boyes at the recent Newcomers Lunch and 
also to enjoy the tasty home baking - delicious main courses 
and desserts. Thank you to the team who worked so hard at 
the Harmans Cross Hall. The Dubber got a mention too as 
well as various clubs and activities that take place locally.

Our PCC are finding some of the requirements and ob-
ligations expected quite demanding and would really appre-
ciate just a little support in some special areas. Even a few 
minutes a week can help lighten the load. Basic tasks such as 
wheeling the rubbish bins along the path on waste collection 
day, and then returning them, or even keeping the path clear 
(not easy in all these gales!) We also need someone local to 
help us with Fire checks and certain one off tasks. 

The trouble is we are all getting older and seem to have 
even more boxes to tick in the present age, whether relat-
ing to health and safety, people, buildings… you name it, 
we have to do it and, unfortunately, our human resources 
are low. Ideally, we need people who actually live IN the vil-
lage of Kingston, to help us out. As they say on posters WE 
NEED YOU – USE IT OR LOSE IT- We are so grateful to 
Greta Hardy and Harry Dennis who help with making the 
Church accessible to all, by undertaking to open and lock 
up each day. It is surprising how many do pass through it 
some weeks. 

In February, we hope to have a Marriage Preparation Day 
geared for the lovely couples who plan to get married in this 
Benefice. We are joining with the Corfe Valley Benefice and 
so hope it will be a helpful event for all. This is a fairly quiet 
time of year so no concerts to advertise yet, no open days, 
but let’s hope we can work together to have a wide selection 
of events once the weather is more favourable – Watch this 
space! Any ideas welcome. 

Just a reminder too that some people still haven’t filled in 
their form to be on the (Parochial) electoral roll, which had 
to be renewed last year, forms are now available at the back 
of the church. All welcome.        Judy Forgan, St James’ PCC 

Charity Buffet Lunch 
at The Quayside Restaurant

in aid of NSPCC
 

12.30pm
Wednesday

12 February
 

Tickets £10 from Pat 421864 
or Sally 07920436420

KINGSTON

DORSET WILDLIFE TRUST
programme of illustrated talks

2.30pm Langton Village Hall alternate 
Monday afternoons 
over the winter period 
10 February  – 
MEMBERS PICTURES 

24February - An illus-
trated talk by Victoria Vincent entitled 
‘The DWT Kingcombe Meadows Reserve: 
Tracks, signs & camera-trapping of the 
wildlife’

Non- members are welcome, and the 
cost is only £1, which includes tea and 
biscuit at the interval . Any queries to 
Colin Nunn , 439211



‘Bring and Share’
Winter Warmer Supper Evening 

Live jazz & ‘Open Mic’ slot

Worth Matravers 
Village Hall
7pm 
Saturday, 22  February

 

Entry Free ... You bring one dish 
but make sure you book first

Call Patti on 439001 or 
email pschevron-secure@yahoo.co.uk
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norman Priddle

Norman Priddle was born at Southampton in 1925. He 
had a brother, Donald and three sisters, Dora, Wini-

fred and Blanche. Norman met Shirley Foot when she was 
training as a Nurse at the Royal Southampton Hospital. 
They were married at Langton Matravers, where Shirley’s 
mother lived, in 1958. Norman, who had previously run a 
Greengrocer’s Shop at Shirley, Southampton, took over the 
Shop in Langton from 1964 to 1967. It also became Lang-
ton Post Office in 1966. The couple then lived for a while at 
Corfe Mullen, where Norman was visited by Bill Lander of 
Lander’s Quarries, who asked him to return to Purbeck and 
become his Office Clerk. This he did, living at Shirley’s old 
home at No. 44 High Street. Later Norman decided to go 
into the Quarrying business with Fred Wellman, Bill Nor-

HAVE YOUR SAY

Dear Dubber 
Shirley,David and Joanna would like to thank our wonderful 
family and friends for the love and support shown to us all 
during Norman’s long illness, his death in November leaves a 
very large hole in our lives The number of friends attending 
the church and giving Norman such a great send off was over-
whelming, your generous donations in his memory resulted in 
£865 going to Julia’s House for which we sincerely thank you.

Shirley, David & Joanna 
Dear Dubber
What a terrific turn-out for the public session of the recent 
Parish Council meeting! My thanks to all who supported a 
call for action to keep – one way or another – a Village Shop 
in Langton Matravers. Please note that the planned follow-
up meeting (10.30, February 8th) has had to be postponed, as 
Bob and Anne, Karen and Steve were unable to attend on that 
date. But not for long - watch out for posters! I’m now stepping 
back from the campaign – my best wishes to all those who are 
now busily involved in carrying it forward.         Roger Free

man and John Harris, though eventually it was just Priddle 
and Harris.

Norman was elected to Langton Parish Council in 1972, 
a post he held until early in 1982. He was also elected Chair-
man of that Council in 1973, a position he held until 1978. 
Re-elected to the Council in 1990, he again took over as 
Chairman until 1995. In all this time he was greatly respect-
ed as a politician, who, although he held strong views, never 
quarrelled or was heard to raise his voice in anger. He was 
also elected to serve on Purbeck District Council, where he 
was also a much-respected Chairman for many years. Shirley 
was well-known and respected as the long-serving Nurse at 
the Swanage Health Centre.

Norman and Shirley’s children, David Neil and Joanna, 
became as well-loved in Langton as their parents, the one 
becoming a policeman, the other a nurse. Joanna has two 
teenaged sons. Poor Norman had been suffering consider-
ably health-wise before his death in December. We send our 
deepest condolences, love and good wishes to his widow, 
children and grand-children.         Reg Saville

Angela Bell writes...
Norman will have a lasting memorial in the village in the 
form of the ‘Priddle Allotments’ which he worked so hard 
to get up and running. The allotments bring a great deal of 
happiness and tranquility to the busy lives of those people 
who work on them or just enjoy them as they pass by. I’ve 
no doubt they will continue to do so for many years to come. 
What a wonderful legacy!

Jan hancock

Many people will have been saddened by the news of 
the death of Langton resident, Jan Hancock, last week.  

She was the widow of Peter Hancock who was, for many 
years, a science teacher at Swanage Middle School. Those 
who knew her will remember her for straight talking and a 
huge sense of humour.  She lifted everyone’s spirits with her 
wry observations on the human disposition. I know we will 
miss seeing her at Village functions and I know the Village 
and Church will miss a willing helper and friend to many. 
Her memorial service will be held on Friday, 31 January at 
1.30pm in St George’s Church.        Angela Bell

THE ROUNd

Purbeck Open Lecture
Immigration
by James Davies

who has 11 years experience as an 
immigration officer

Black Bear, South Street, Wareham 
At 7.30 pm 

On Wednesday, 19 February
All are welcome



‘Be not afeared; the isle is full of 
noises,/Sounds, and sweet airs, 

that give delight and hurt not’ - the 
words seem particularly apposite to 
Purbeck, and the Wassail of the last 
Friday of the old year was a particu-
larly rich source of sweet airs. This 
was the third outing of an elegant for-
mat masterminded by Richard Brown 
at St Nicholas’s church in Worth Matravers, afterwards in the 
Village Hall, that promises to run and run.

The ‘dream’ theme of the 2013 evening lent itself to a 
wealth of spoken word, song and instrumental music. In ad-
dition to Caliban’s speech from the Tempest, the Midsum-
mer Night’s connection was well made, to say nothing of 
marking the fiftieth anniversary of Martin Luther King’s ‘I 
have a dream’. Four chords from Mendelssohn’s Incidental 
Music provided an ethereal motif among pieces that spanned 
from Purcell to the first performance of David Everett’s The 
Land of Nod, while towards the close Cath Newman’s ‘All I 
have to do is dream’ had the audience rocking in the aisles. 
Abundant talent never seems very far away in Purbeck if you 
know where to look. 

Particularly satisfying was to see young players in the ac-
complished musical ensemble. My first experience in a tal-
ented group is now half a century ago but well remembered. 
The performance was a concert version of Amahl and the 
Night Visitors, a choice that spoke volumes not only for the 
musical vision but also the stamina of the Director of Mu-
sic in a school where the rugby ball was chiefly revered. He, 
like David Everett at the Wassail, arranged the score for the 
instrumental forces available and I found myself attempting 
an extended clarinet part in a minute orchestra. It was, I dis-
covered, a very different proposition to standing on a stage 
giving a solo performance. There if you miss an entry or do 
your own thing with the speed, or tempo, the accompanist 
will generally follow and cover a multitude of sins. But in an 
ensemble a mistake confuses fellow performers and threat-
ens to bring the whole piece down. You may not get to play 
the tune as often, but the satisfaction of the shared endeav-
our is still very high. I suspect, for the young performers, 
the take home message was much the same and, I hope, the 
satisfaction as great.

The lighter side of the evening came from Oberon’s letter 
to an imagined agony aunt (‘I have fallen out with my wife 
over the custody of a changeling boy’) and from advertising 
copy that sought to exploit our more materialistic element 
of dreams. Excursions included the opening paragraphs of 
Rebecca and an uncannily convincing Georgian accent for 
Martin Luther King’s ‘I have a dream’. Dorset was not forgot-
ten with Thomas Hardy’s characteristically gloomy, ‘Bereft, 
she thinks she dreams’. But, somehow, on these occasions 
Shakespeare seems always to steal the evening. The master 
playwright of whom we know so little is simply in his own 
class when it comes to words, and it showed. ‘The clouds 
methought would open, and show riches/Ready to drop 
upon me, that when I waked,/I cried to dream again.’ The 
closing lines summed up the Wassail to perfection.

Clouds of a more pressing kind opened over Christmas 
bringing chaos to much of the country but thankfully largely 
sparing the Isle. Worth was treated to the arrival of not one, 
not two, but three mobile electricity generators. The prob-

NEWS FROM NOWHERE lem was not the weather but a failed cable at the top of the 
Winspit Road. The blackened remains at the bottom of a 
trench at the side of the road were an impressive reminder of 
the forces that flow beneath the ground. The two men stand-
ing in the bottom of the hole seemed quietly confident that 
they could replace the offending section without fuss, after 
which noisy but necessary generators could be on their way. 
I suspected that the younger of the two had shifted most of 
the earth and stones to fashion the trench while the older 
had relied on guile to find the fault in the first place. But, be-
ing a man of a certain age, I would, wouldn’t I? Where to dig 
seemed to be a mixture of sophisticated technical stuff and 
old fashioned detective work. Those who deliver the tempo-
rary generators find themselves, apparently, in a lose, lose 
situation. Arrive late and risk complaints from those without 
electricity, restore power and listen to the lamentations of 
near neighbours about the noise of the generator. At least at 
the water treatment works only the blackbirds and the Dex-
ters were disturbed. As for the men in the trench, they too 
seemed to be enjoying their shared endeavour, and no doubt 
they too had their dreams.    Patrick Magill
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LANGTON 
MATRAVERS 

VILLAGE HALL

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

The 45th 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

will be held on

WEDNESDAY, 12 FEBRUARY
7.30pm in the Village Hall

All Village residents 
aged over 18 years are 

invited to attend the meeting

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US...
...WE REALLY DO

NEED YOUR SUPPORT

Dance at HXVH 

in aid of Macmillan Nurses 
7.30-10.30pm Saturday 8 February
Admissions £3                               All Welcome



everY week
Mother & Child 
Group

Tues 1-2.30pm HXVH

Folk Dancing Tues 7.30-9.45pm LMVH

HX Art Group
Judy  480168

Tues 2-5pm HXVH 

Life Drawing
Sue Blake 427621

Thurs 2-4pm HXVH

langton scouts & guides (Term time only)

Scouts
John Russ  439366

Mon 7-9pm LM Scout & 
Guide HQ

Cubs
Nicky Taylor  288753

Tues 6.30-8pm LMSGHQ

Beavers
Barbara Bray 480099

Tues 5-6pm LMSGHQ

Rainbows
Val Burden 439209

Thurs 4.30-
5.30pm

LMSGHQ

Guides
Val Burden 439209

Weds 6.45-
8.45pm

LMSGHQ

Brownies
Sue Bonfield 427281

Thurs 6-7.30pm LMSGHQ

what’s on
FebruarY 2014
1 
&2

10.30-
12.30pm

NT: Woodland Activities Meet at 
Burngate

4 2pm Walking for Health Knoll Beach CP

4 7.30pm WMPC Meeting WMVH
5 7.30pm LAC Film: The Moo Man LMVH
6 9am The Coffee Pot St George’s Ch
6 9.30-

11.30am
Post Office HXVH

6 7pm HXVC Skittles Evening 
(phone 481063)

Village Inn, 
Ulwell

8 9.30- noon Coffee & cake, cards & crafts HXVH

8 7.30-
10.30pm

Dance in Aid of Cancer 
Relief

HXVH

10 2.30pm DWT: Members Pictures LMVH
11 2pm Walking for Health Knoll Beach CP
11 7.30pm Film: About Time HXVH
12 12.30pm NSPCC Charity Buffet Quayside 

Restaurant
12 2.30pm WAC: ‘Military School of 

Music’ by Tim Arnold
WMVH

12 7.30pm LM Village Hall  AGM LMVH
13 10.30- 

noon
Coffee Junction
Mobile Lib (10.45-11.05)
Post Office (9.30-11.30)

HXVH

13 7pm LMPC Meeting LMVH
15 8.30am Men’s Breakfast Putlake Farm
15 2.30pm Christian Women in WW1 Salisbury 

Cathedral
15- 
23

10-3 Go Wild at Studland 
Studland Beach Centre

Knoll Beach

15-
23

10-3 Woodland Explorers Durlston 
Country Park

18 2pm Walking for Health Knoll Beach CP
19 7.30pm Open lecture: ‘Immigration’ Black Bear, 

Wareham
20 9.30-

11.30am
Post Office HXVH

20 7.30pm LMPS: ‘Sarajevo - WW1’ 
- Dr Mary Sparks

LMVH

22 7pm Bring & Share Supper WMVH
25 2pm Walking for Health Knoll Beach CP
24 2.30pm DWT Talk: ‘Kingcombe 

Meadows’
LMVH

24 7pm Prayer Party Phone: 480924
26 7.30pm Play: Fossil Lady of Lyme LMVH
27 10.30- 

noon
Coffee Junction
Mobile Lib (10.45-11.05)
Post Office (9.30-11.30)

HXVH

27 10-noon U3A Meeting Points HXVH
27 2pm HXVC Workshop: Dowsing HXVH
27 7pm Public Meeting: Future of 

LM Village Stores & PO
LMVH

march 2014
1 7.30pm Double Value Concert Emmanuel Ch

Coffee, Cake, Cards, 
Crafts & Bric a Brac Sale

Saturday 8 February 9.30am - noon 
Harmans Cross Village Hall 

Eat at La Trattoria 

8pm
Thursday
6 March

Three courses for £16! 

Fundraiser in aid of 
St George’s Preschool
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PuTlAke FArm 
lANGToN mATrAVerS

Poppy Tea rooms for
 Full english Breakfast • light lunches 

Snacks & Drinks • Cream Teas

Free local Delivery. Tel 01929 422917

DAVE PROSSER

GENERAL BUILDER

mobile: 07966 390399
tel: 01929 423756

MIKE HARDY
Independent Telephone Engineer

Installations & Repairs
EX-BT 36 YEARS EXPERIENCE, SOCKETS INSTALLED 
FOR PHONES AND COMPUTERS, REPAIRS AND CA-
BLING, COMPUTER 
NETWORK CABLING, HALF BT PRICES!

Telephone 01929 425 252

Langton Village Store & Post Office
31 High Street, Langton Matravers, Swanage, BH19 3HA

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES, GREETING 
CARDS, FRESH BREAD, FRESH FRUIT & VEG, 

OFF LICENCE, DRY CLEANING, 
PHOTO-COPYING, FOREIGN CURRENCY

Monday - Friday 7.30am - 1pm & 2pm - 6pm
(closed Monday afternoon)

Saturday 8.30am - 1pm & 2pm - 5pm 

TELEPHONE 01929 475654

NEW LEAF
gardening service

MAINTENANCE & CARE OF LAWNS, 
HEDGES, FLOWER BEDS & PONDS. 

ALSO PRUNING, PLANTING, CLEARING, 
TIDYING & HEDGE LAYING

One off jobs or regular service provided

( John or Lorna on 439455 
or 0788 7952191

extensions

garden walls

repointing

Patios
driveways

Pet & large Animal Feed

Compost Shrubs Plants

GasCoallogs

(

t

Family run company 
(est. 1988) with a portfolio 

of over 300 properties 
& expertise in ...

Dorset Holiday Cottage Rentals
Remove stress of holiday letting using our services:

We help find properties to buy 
We assist with furnishing for letting 
We handle holiday property management

Thinking of holiday letting?      ...contact us 
01305 789000  www.dream-cottages.co.uk

•
•
•

Island Cottage
Holidays

We are now accepting new cottages to our 
selection of  quality holiday cottages in 
the Isle of  Purbeck. 
If  you would like to
consider renting 
for holidays 
please phone 
01929 481555

www.purbeckcottageholidays.com

10% commission 1st year
15% therein (no obligation)

24h online booking
28.3 weeks letting average
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PERSONAL BOOK-KEEPING SERVICE
Does the tax man worry you?
Are you working for yourself?

Paperwork stopping you working?
Everything in a shoe box for another day?

Want to free up time for you?

PETER D SEALE

01929 425660 / 07974 971919
Accountancy services • book-keeping

tax returns

Sally Roberts
MCFHP / MAFHP

Foot Health Practitioner
Home Visits

Telephone 421130

Also practising at
 Swanage Therapy Centre

Telephone 426506

andy lowe computers
Friendly & understanding

Free Call Outs
Upgrades ~ Repairs

Computer Speed ups ~ Wireless

422453 
 07884452284

ISLE OF PURBECK 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE & LANDSCAPING

site/GARDeN CLeARANCe, LANDsCAPiNG,  
LAwN CARe, tRee wORK, HeDGe CUttiNG, 

ALL tyPes Of feNCiNG, tURfiNG, 
DiGGeR & DRiveR HiRe

ALL tyPes Of PAviNG LAiD
sHeDs & GReeNHOUses eReCteD 

OR DismANtLeD

FULLy INSURED

SIMON HARDING
teL: 01929 421462 or 07812104225

Tel: 01929 480 597
www.purbecklettings.co.uk
kate@purbecklettings.co.uk

Wanted 
Properties To Let

Purbeck Lettings is an independent Lettings 
Agent specialising in the Purbecks. All our 

properties are marketed on a national level and 
customer service is of paramount importance.

Corfe Beauty 
Call Jane Now -  07885 589581
Facial Treatments · Waxing · Electrolysis
Eyelash/Brow Tinting · Eyebrow Shape
Manicure · Pedicure · Aromatherapy · Massage
 

Corfe Beauty at The Purbeck Practice 
105 East Street, Corfe Castle
Dorset B��0 5E�B��0 5E�
(parking facilities on premises)
www.corfebeauty.com  

Dermalogica Skincare Products & Facials
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For your party, reception, regular or one-off 
event and, by arrangement, your overnight stay

Three main rooms, well appointed kitchen, 
pleasant garden, marquee, gazebos & all the 
equipment you need to make your event special

For bookings: 01929 500500
bookings@worthmatraversvillagehall.org
For more information:
www.worthmatraversvillagehall.org

PURBECK STONE
CONSTRUCTION
Stone supplied and fixed by
THE STONEWORK SPECIALISTS
Patios - Porches - Fireplaces - Walls, etc

Ross Prior, ‘Cosy Corner’
off Haycrafts Lane

Harman’s Cross, Swanage

Telephone: 481217

Elliot’s Cleaning Co. 
Established 2003

We clean: Offices, shops, communal areas, libraries 
and homes (including one-off spring cleans)

Local • Fully insured • References available

Tel: 01929 427372

We can also supply 
eco-friendly cleaning products

W.F.SNOOk & SON LTD   
Installers of

PvC-u and Aluminium
Windows · Doors · Patio Doors 
Bifolding Doors

Conservatories · Sectional Garage Doors
Doors · Guttering

‘Kestrel’ PVC-u Fascia · Soffit · Mouldings etc

Tel/Fax. 01929 481581
10 Year insurance backed guarantee

moonFleet cars ltd
German & Vauxhall Specialists
Car Sales · Service · Repairs · MOTs

Tel: 01929 480215

sPar convenience store
Newspapers · Top Ups · Hot Food 
Beers · Wines · Spirits
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
01929 480097

Worth Matravers
Village Hall

 Purbeck Furnishing
61 Kings Road swanage, Dorset

TEL 01929 422703

The Complete House Furnishers
Specialists In:
Fitted Carpets; Vinyl Flooring; 
Venetian, Vertical & Roller Blinds; 
Curtains & Re-Upholstery; 
Chairs & Beds in stock

• We Guarantee Personal Attention •

Fensa
13202

Splendid facilities include:
Large main hall & separate meeting room 
- ideal for all events
Advanced audio, digital projection & lighting systems, fully 
fitted commercial kitchen, two-way servery & patio doors 
to outside terrace
New Children’s Playground & large recreational field Adja-
cent to Swanage Railway with ample parking space

Please phone Tina/David on 480540
Full details, prices & information at 

www.harmanscrosshall.co.uk

•

•

•

Harmans Cross Village Hall
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Wilkswood Farm
Open Thursday & Friday

9am-5pm
Saturdays 8am-1pm

for quality meat direct from the farm

Wilkswood Farm is devoted to conservation grazing to 
protect our Purbeck wildlife

NO SPRAYS • NO FERTILIZERS 
OLD FASHIONED FARMING • OLD FASHIONED QUALITY!

“TASTE THE DIFFERENCE” 

shop: 427970          web: www.wilkswoodfarm.co.uk
FIND US OPPOSITE THE KNITSON TURN ON VALLEY ROAD

BrIAN GlASSoCk
BuIlDerS lImITeD

GENERAL BUILDING SERVICES

Telephone: 01929 422732
mobile: 07720 851363

Please phone for free estimate

‘Perelandra’, Gypshayes, Langton Matravers,
 Swanage, Dorset, BH19 3HQ

Lander’s Quarries Ltd
Kingston Road BH19 3JP

Specialists in Purbeck Stone
-  Showroom & shop    -  Visitors welcome

Building, Landscaping, Garden Features
Bespoke Flooring, Worktops, Fireplaces
Carving, Lettering & Monumental

Telephone: (01929) 439205
www.purbeckstone.co.uk  -  landers@purbeckstone.co.uk

•
•
•

ROY BROOKS
PAINTING & WALLPAPERING

SERVING THE DUBBER AREA

TELEPHONE 01929 421366

CUSTOM WORK AT REASONABLE RATES

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

ST MICHAELS GARAGE

THE PURBECk FORD CENTRE

Valley Road, Swanage, Dorset BH19 3DX
Telephone (01929) 480221 

BG

         Quality installations by a family run company 
                                    for over 30 years

Need a new kitchen, bathroom or bedroom?
We offer a complete design & fitting service 

         by our team of craftsmen
Visit our NEW tile showroom & bathroom 

         displays & get a no obligation quotation

Showroom: 
60 High Street Swanage Dorset BH19 2NX 

              01929 475793        www.ivamydesigns.com

•
•

•

Loft Conversions, Extensions, Kitchen & 
Bathrooms, Timber Frame Buildings, Stable 
Blocks, Tree Houses & Purposed Made Joinery.

01929 481122  ·  07879 626490
standbychris@gmail.com

We offer honest friendly 
bespoke service
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National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting

approved contractor

Thinking of selling your property?
For FREE ADVICE without obligation consult

The Property Professionals
41 Station Road, Swanage 

Tel: (01929) 422284    www.corbens.co.uk

A.R.HARRIS & SON
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Unit 7, Purbeck Business Centre, 
Victoria Avenue, Swanage Dorset BH19 1AU

Phone 01929 424518  Fax 01929 427519
Emergency 24hr call-out service 07976 848880

Fully Qualified Electricians
for all your electrical needs

                      All types of Building Work undertaken        

 

Fully Qualified Tradesmen

FREE ESTIMATES

“Newfoundlands”,  Newfoundlands Close
Worth Matravers, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 3LX
Tel/Fax 01929 439209 Mobile 07966 216288

Established 1873

CHARTERED SURVEYORS
ESTATE AGENTS   *   VALUERS

Purbeck’s largest Self-Catering
Holiday Department

IAN T BUGLER
TREE CARE AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE

NO JOB TOO SMALL
LAWNS CUT, FENCING & TREE SURGERY

NVQ & CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED
Fully Insured

JAMES SMITH funeral directors
(Swanage) Ltd

AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY RuN SERvICE
PROuDLY SERvING THE ISLE OF PuRBECK SINCE 1892

OFFERING A CARING AND PROFESSIONAL SERvICE
Private Chapels of Rest - Memorials - Floral Tributes
Personal pre-arrangements - Pre-paid Funeral Plans

IMMEDIATE PERSONAL ATTENTION COvERING ALL AREAS
FOR ADvICE AND ASSISTANCE AT ANY TIME DAY OR NIGHT

CALL SWANAGE 01929 422445
60A kINGS ROAD SWANAGE

Railway House
2 Rempstone Road
Swanage Dorset

Tel: 423333
Fax:427533

www.milesandson.co.uk

1 Begbie Cottages
Worth Matravers
Swanage, Dorset
BH19 3LQ

01929 439453
Mobile 07930 434694

S�TTL�  ��T�R�L ST���

Suppliers of Purbeck stone
for Building & Landscaping

Walling, Rockery, Crazy Paving
Flags, Kerbs, Flooring, Roof Tile

& Polished Purbeck Stone

www.stone.uk.com
01929 423576

California Quarry, Panorama Road, Swanage


